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Confessions 

Confessions  —  ours  and  yours. 
Ours  first.  Last  month  we  prom- 
ised this  issue  would  contain  the 
second  part  of  a  two-part  article 
on  San  Francisco.  It  doesn't. 
Don't  ask. 

It  will  appear  next  month  — 
we  promise. 

"Out  in  the  City,"  the  gay 
guide  to  goings-on  in  Toronto,  is 
making  its  second  appearance 
this  month.  It  begins  on  the  page 
with  the  red  bar  along  the  edge, 
and  has  been  reorganized  to 
make  it  more  readable  and  more 
useable. 

A  special  thank-you  to  the  560 
or  more  readers  who  returned 
the  do-it-yourself  interview 
"True  Confessions,"  published 
in  our  February  issue.  We  were, 
and  are,  overwhelmed  by  your 
response.  Tabulation  is  continu- 
ing, and  we'll  let  you  know  as 
much  as  we  can,  as  soon  as  we 
can.n 

The  cover:  photo  by  William  Deacon. 
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Letters 


What  is  to  be  done? 

I  find  Leo  Casey's  column  in  the 
December  /  January  issue  of  The  Body 
Politic  alarmingly  inconclusive,  though 
I  admit  that  this  is  perhaps  inevitably 
so. 

He  provides  quite  a  good  review  of 
recent  political  events  in  the  Western 
world,  and  I  even  accept  in  full  his 
explanation  of  how  the  New  Right  has 
gained  control.  He  leaves  it  to  his  final 
sentence,  however,  to  say  anything  of 
what  all  non-Right  thinking  people 
should  do  about  it.  I  submit  that  his 
column  is  not  about  "Facing  up  to  the 
New  Right"  at  all.  Rather,  it  is  an  arti- 
cle which  says  much  of  the  need  to  do 
so,  and  little  of  how  it  must  be  done. 

What  is,  after  all,  a  "progressive, 
non-authoritarian  vision"  of  how  to 
meet  the  life-governing  emotional  needs 
served  for  some  by  Mr  Reagan's  inter- 
minable use  of  the'  word  "family"?  I 
fear  that  "rootless,  middle-class 
cosmopolitanism"  in  the  pursuit  of 
"absolute  personal  autonomy"  all  too 
accurately  describes  what  most  people, 
gay  or  not,  have  in  mind  when  they  ven- 
ture out,  however  tremulously,  in  search 
of  freedom.  This  says  nothing,  of 
course,  of  whether  that  is  what  will 
serve  them  best. 

There  are  two  questions  foremost  in 
my  mind  at  this  point:  is  there  an  alter- 
native vision,  and  can  it  be  articulated 
effectively  to  the  masses?  Many  other 
questions  may  follow,  but  these  are  first 
principles.  I  note  with  fatigue  that 
Casey's  column  is  plainly  laid  out  on 
page  20.  I  hope  many  people  read  it  and 
I  hope  that,  in  future,  attempts  will  be 
made  to  answer  my  two  questions. 
Chris  McKinnon 
Winnipeg 

NDP  bull 

In  the  March  TBP,  both  the  article  by 

Suddon  and  Leonard  and  the  letter 

from  Wedge,  justifying  the  NDP,  resort 

to  circumlocutious  argumentation 

exceeded  only  by  that  used  in  similar 

circumstances  by  the  Roman  Catholic 

church.  A  spade  by  any  other  neune  is  a 

rose. 

Ken  Heard 

Ottawa 

Kastemated 

I  think  your  March  issue  was  one  of  the 
better  ones  you've  had  recently,  par- 
ticularly because  of  the  coverage  of 
Sharing  the  Secret  and  the  police  raids. 

If  John  Kastner  really  believes  that 
"an  open,  out-front  gay  person...  gets 
relatively  fevv  bruisings  by  the  straight 
world,"  someone  should  let  him  know 
what  happened  on  February  5. 
Nancy  Allan 
Saslcatoon 

• 
Well,  it  finally  happened.  I  never 
thought  that  I  would  ever  feel  ashamed 
of  being  gay  but,  after  viewing  the  CBC 
documentary  (Sharing  the  Secret),  I 
must  confess  that  I  felt  shame  and 
revulsion.  Two  of  the  characters,  (I 
refuse  to  call  them  people)  particularly 
upset  me. 

Rarely,  if  ever,  have  I  been  a  witness 
to  such  a  profuse  display  of  destructive 
self-pity.  Too  true  holds  the  adage: 


"You  are  your  own  worst  enemy."  I 
was  ashamed  to  admit  the  existence  of  a 
common  bond  with  these  two.  One,  in 
particular,  a  former  neighbour  of  mine, 
left  me  feeling  "tainted"  because  of  our 
former  proximity. 

Does  life  really  end  at  25?  Is  survival 
impossible  after  30?  Yes,  if  that  is  what 
one  wants. 

Once  again,  the  negative  images  pre- 
dominate over  the  positive  images.  Is 
not  a  reversal  long  overdue? 
John  Yorke 
Toronto 

• 
I  missed  the  CBC  documentary  Sharing 
the  Secret  and  so  don't  entirely  under- 
stand the  nuances  of  the  matter;  but 
just  as  an  article,  Chris  Bearchell's 
"Trading  on  Secrets"  (March)  was  the 
most  interesting  piece  about  television 
I've  read  in  a  long  time. 
Robert  Fulford,  editor 
Saturday  Night 
Toronto 

Oppressive  stereotypes 

I  would  like  to  reply  to  Cam  Frye's  let- 
ter which  appeared  in  the  April  issue  of 
The  Body  Politic. 

Mr  Frye  is  under  the  impression  that 
many  young  gay  people  are  unhappy 
with  their  gayness  and,  because  of  this, 
should  be  counselled  to  help  them 
change  or  overcome  their  gayness  or  gay 
tendencies.  Granted,  because  of  the 
oppression  that  society  has  constantly 
created  for  gays,  young  people  who  are 
gay  are  naturally  going  to  have  prob- 
lems dealing  with  their  homosexuality. 
They  have  been  taught  that  homosex- 
uality is  perverted,  immoral  and  evil. 
These  attitudes,  not  the  young  people 
themselves,  must  be  changed. 

Mr  Frye  goes  on  to  say  that  the  only 
advice  in  this  situation  that  Windsor 
Gay  Unity  has  to  offer  is  to  join  the 
"I'm  gay  and  proud  of  it"  group.  This 
is  not  true.  Windsor  Gay  Unity  has  a 
reference  Ust  of  psychiatrists,  psycho- 
logists and  other  professionals  for  those 
who  are  genuinely  seeking  help. 

But  for  those  of  us  who  are  not  seek- 
ing professional  help,  but  are  trying  to 
change  the  oppressive  stereotypes  per- 
petuated by  society,  many  times  it  is 
necessary  to  march  down  streets 
demanding  our  rights.  Just  like  any 
other  oppressed  minority,  gays  have  to 
push  for  their  rights.  People  like  Cam 
Frye  are  misled  into  believing  that  if 
gays  are  quiet  about  their  sexuality  then 
they  will  encounter  no  problems,  no 
harassment.  This  is  a  very  naive  view 
of  humanity.  Heterosexual  society  will 
persecute  and  harass  the  gay  community 
whether  gays  are  active  or  inactive 
within  the  gay  Hberation  movement. 
And,  furthermore,  even  those  straight 
men  and  women  whom  society  suspects 
of  being  gay  are  subject  to  such  abuse. 
This  leads  us  to  the  truth  thafall  people, 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation,  have 
basic  rights  and  that  these  should  not  be 
denied  to  anyone  by  anyone. 

Mr  Frye  also  brings  the  Bible  into  his 
argument.  His  condemnatory  interpre- 
tation of  Romans,  Chapter  1 ,  is  not  the 
only  interpretation.  May  I  remind  Mr 
Frye  that,  for  more  Biblical  information 
regarding  homosexuality,  he  should 
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"People  like  Cam  Frye  are  misled 

into  believing  that  if  gays  are  quiet  about 

their  sexuality  they  will  encounter  no  harassment. 

This  is  a  very  naive  view. . . " 


consult  the  tract,  Homosexuality:  What 
the  Bible  Does  and  Does  Not  Say.  This 
is  available  at  the  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church  in  Detroit,  London  or 
Toronto. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  say  that 
Mr  Frye,  by  declaring  publicly  that  he 
was  gay  and  not  proud  of  it  and  that  he 
always  wanted  to  be  straight  is  perpetu- 
ating the  stereotype  of  a  gay  who  does 
not  have  a  healthy  attitude  toward  his 
own  sexuality.  It  is  sad  that  the  straight 
media  always  pick  up  on  the  gay  stereo- 
types and  seldom,  if  ever,  portray  a 
healthy  image  of  gays.  Thank  God  for 
gay  media. 

Arthur  G  McClelland 
University  of  Windsor 
Windsor,  Ont 


Previous  engagement 

In  TBP  ("More  on  Whitman," 
December  1980  /  January  1981,  pp  4-5), 
Michael  Lynch  asks  whether  September 
28,  1880  in  Niagara  Falls  was  "the  first 
time  the  future  editor  (Dr  Richard 
Maurice  Bucke)  of  the  Calamus  letters 
(from  Walt  Whitman)  met  their  recip- 
ient (Peter  Doyle)?" 

One  cannot  be  absolutely  sure  what 
"found"  means,  but  in  a  letter  to 
Harry  Buxton  Forman,  dated  London, 
Ontario,  June  6,  1880,  Dr  Bucke  wrote: 
"I  found  a  man  in  Washington  —  he  is 
a  baggageman  on  the  Baltimore  &  Poto- 
mac R.  R.  who  has  been  an  intimate 
friend  of  Walt's  for  15  years  —  he  and 
Wait  love  one  another  (as  far  as  I  can 
make  out)  much  more  than  father  and 
son  can  love  one  another  —  this  man 
has  had  letters  from  Walt  for  15  years, 
and  of  course  saved  them  all  —  he  had  a 
trunk  full  of  them,  these  letters  I  hope 
to  get  —  he  will  send  them  to  me  and  I 
shall  keep  them  as  long  as  I  like  —  I 
hope  to  make  a  long  chapter  of  extracts 
from  them." 

This  excerpt  from  Artem  Lozynsky's 
edition  of  Richard  Maurice  Bucke, 
Medical  Mystic:  Letters  of  Dr  Bucke  to 
Walt  Whitman  and  His  Friends  (De- 
troit: Wayne  State  University  Press, 
1977),  p  71,  certainly  suggests  that  Dr 
Bucke  had  met  Peter  Doyle  earlier  than 
September  1880.  The  information  he 
gives  Forman  seems  to  be  from  some- 
thing Dr  Bucke  saw  rather  than  what 
Doyle  might  have  written  him  in  a 
letter. 

William  White,  editor 
Walt  Whitman  Review 
Oakland  University 
Rochester,  Michigan 

Personal  victories 

Recently  I  was  visiting  my  cousin  and  a 
young  lady  present  asked  me, "Why  are 
you  gay?"  Automatically  1  fired  back 
"Why  are  you  straight?"  She  stopped 
and  thought,  probably  for  the  first 
time,  about  the  reasons  for  her  sexual- 
ity. After  a  few  moments  of  silence  she 
answered,  "It's  natural  to  me;  I  was 
born  this  way  I  guess."  I  answered,  "I 
was  born  lesbian,  which  is  natural  to 
me. 

Looking  bewildered  and  inquisitive, 
she  commented  that  I  must  have  had  a 
dominating  father  and  always  turned  to 


my  mother  for  support,  care  and  under- 
standing. I  pointed  out  that  my  father  is 
not  a  dominating  person  and  that  my 
two  sisters  and  elder  brother  always 
turned  to  mum,  but  they're  straight. 
This  left  her  totally  confused;  she  was 
determined  not  to  accept  my  answer 
without  first  putting  me  through  the 
third  degree. 

I  then  proceeded  to  explain  that 
heterosexuals  do  not  think  beyond  their 
doorsteps  in  regard  to  sexuality,  that 
there  appears  to  be  a  majority  of  heter- 
osexuals in  our  society,  that  hetero- 
sexuals do  not  come  into  contact  with 
open  lesbians /homosexuals  in  their  day- 
to-day  life  and  that,  therefore,  hetero- 
sexuality  is  more  openly  accepted  and 
understood. 

To  me,  there  are  two  important  rea- 
sons for  her  confusion.  First,  she  is  a 
young  heterosexual  (17-18)  and  second, 
she  has  only  been  in  contact  with  "fly- 
by-night  gays"  (people  who  pretend  to 
be  gay  because  they  think  it's  the  "in 
thing")  and  with  lesbians /homosexuals 
who  have  just  begun  to  discover,  ex- 
plore and  express  their  true  feelings 
after  living  a  heterosexual  lifestyle. 

After  discussing  sexuality  —  les- 
bianism, homosexuality  and  heterosex- 
uality  —  she  finally  accepted  my  answer 
and  stated  that  she  would  never  ask  the 
question  again.  I  felt  pleased  about  the 
victory  and  that  she  had  at  least 
attempted  to  understand  me. 
Jan  Ferrari 
Melbourne 

Magnificent  rage 

It  was  sheer  delight  reading  "Taking  It 
To  the  Streets"  (March  TBP). 

As  I  read  the  article,  I  imagined 
myself  as  part  of  the  crowd  that  surged 
towards  Queen's  Park.  I  was  with  you 
every  step  of  the  way,  as  you  took  to  the 
streets,  as  the  anger  built.  I  felt  the 
spirit  which  ran  through  the  crowd,  a 
force  which  said  "Enough!"  Further- 
more, as  I  read  about  the  events,  I 
recalled  the  happenings  in  San  Fran- 
cisco on  May  21,  1979  (the  White  Night) 
when,  hours  after  Dan  White's  convic- 
tion, we  took  to  the  streets.  That  even- 
ing, the  world  also  saw  Gay  rage  in  its 
full  splendor  —  bloodied  police  offi- 
cers, buildings  and  cars  afire. 

There  are  Lesbians  and  Gay  men  who 
will  oppose  all  instances  of  violence.  It 
is  not  my  primary  intention  to  justify 
violence,  but  to  point  out  its  inevitabil- 
ity and  psychological  import  to  our 
community. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  most 
people  can  be  reached  through  under- 
standing, but  we  should  also  realize 
there  are  others  who  cannot  be  touched 
by  reason.  These  homophobes  intend  to 
drive  us  back  into  the  closet  or  eradicate 
us.  (They  believe  the  latter  is  possible.) 
Some  will  say  we  have  recourse  to  the 
courts  and  legislative  bodies.  But  what 
is  to  be  done  when  these  means  arc  inert 
or  hostile?  Answer:  We  display  our 
rage.  In  this  fashion,  we  jolt  them  out 
of  dormancy  and  caution  them  of  our 
response  to  further  homophobia.  Noth- 
ing takes  a  derisive  smirk  off  someone's 
face  like  a  forceful  slap,  especially  when 
she  or  he  was  not  expecting  it.  Unless 
wc  fight  back,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
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Tauras  Photography 


•  6-hr  photo  finishing 
•  Custom  hand  enlargements 

•  Portraits 
Passport  photos  while  you  wait 

2457A  Queen  St  East 
In  the  Beaches  just  west  of  Victoria  Park 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4E  1H7 

Telephone  (416)  694-5243 
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"We  have  been  pushed  against  the  wall 
and  it  is  of  immense  importance  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  to  know  that  we  will  retaliate,  not 
meekly  submit  to  another  injury. " 


know  our  strength.  I  am  convinced  ours 
is  formidable! 

Your  actions  (even  if  they  had  en- 
tailed razing  Ontario's  legislative 
building)  were  beautiful  and  need  no 
justification.  It  is  for  this  society  to  ex- 
plain its  wanton  persecution  of  a  people 
whose  only  crime  is  to  love  another 
human  being  —  indeed,  a  serious  crime. 
We  have  been  pushed  against  the  wall 
and  it  is  of  immense  importance  for 
Lesbians  and  Gay  men  to  know  that 
under  such  circumstances  we  will 
retaliate,  not  meekly  submit  to  another 
injury. 

I  have  heard  the  use  of  violence  by 
Lesbians  and  Gay  men  referred  to  as 
"Gay  machismo."  For  the  most  part,  it 
has  been  used  by  straights  who  think  we 
are  trying  to  "prove"  how  tough  we 
are.  (If  this  is  true  —  and  I  believe  it  is 
—  then  it  is  only  one  of  the  many 
motives  behind  our  actions.)  Of  course, 
to  think  this  is  our  sole  purpose  is  an 
ignorant  assumption  arising  from  the 
inability  to  identify  with  oppression. 
Call  it  what  you  will,  aggressiveness  is  a 
part  of  our  nature,  no  less  than  passivi- 
ty. There  is  a  time  and  place  for  each. 
To  sacrifice  one  for  the  other  is  idiocy. 

Yes,  your  response  to  the  raids  was 
magnificent.  You  stood  up  to  the  social 
order  and  told  it  what  it  was  worth.  I 
applaud  your  courage  and  I  am  certain 
countless  of  your  sisters  and  brothers  in 
San  Francisco  are  wholly  with  you. 
Pablo  Delgado 
San  Francisco 

Friendly  fascism 

The  tone  of  Jane  Rule's  "Taunting  isn't 
teaching"  (February  TBP)  is  warm  and 
friendly.  The  implications  are  as  mad- 
dening as  they  are  frightening. 

Her  analysis  is  quite  correct  for  com- 
fortable, professional,  successful, 
middle-class,  white  people.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  bulk  of  North  American 
lesbians  and  gay  men  do  not  fit  into  one 
or  all  of  these  categories. 

This  callous  mode  of  thought  is  but 
one  face  of  an  emerging  "friendly" 
fascism  becoming  more  apparent  in 
both  Canada  and  the  US.  It's  friendly 
in  that  it's  stated  so  nicely,  so  warmly, 
so  concernedly,  yet  it  is  fascistic  in  that 
it  says,  "hold  on  to  your  privilege  no 
matter  what  the  cost  to  other  people  or 
your  own  soul." 

Rule  seems  to  see  individual  struggles 
quite  apart  from  those  of  the  collective 
whole.  I  hope  that  we  all  can  be  careful 
not  to  follow  her  headstrong  back  into 
the  1950s. 

Kevin  Burke 
Laytonviile,  CA 


Youth  wronged 


Alex  Wilson's  article  "Coming  out  of 
silence"  (February  TBP),  contains  a 
portrayal  of  Gay  Youth  of  New  York 
that  is  totally  inaccurate.  The  reference 
is  contained  in  a  quote  by  Cliff  Bossert. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  of  New  York 
(formerly  Gay  Youth)  is  not  "a  social 
organization  for  12-year-olds  who  don't 
know  about  sucking  cock." 

GLYNY  is  a  group  in  which  young  gay 
men  and  women  can  reach  out  to  each 
other  to  give  and  receive  emotional  sup- 


port. The  vitality  of  the  group  comes 
directly  from  the  variety  of  strengths 
and  experiences  of  its  members.  Since 
we  have  chosen  not  to  take  political 
stands  as  an  organization,  the  group  no 
longer  supports  NAMBLA. 

We  are  amazed  that  Mr  Wilson  ac- 
cepted Bossert 's  statements  at  face 
value,  apparently  without  attempting  to 
verify  this  misinformation  or  contact 
the  organization.  If  Mr  Wilson  sincerely 
feels  that  "we  must  work  to  get  youth... 
autonomy"  he  can  begin  by  reporting 
more  conscientiously  on  the  needs  and 
actions  of  gay  youth. 

Marcos 
Scott  Kriegei 
Chris  Kreussling 
New  York 

Thanks 

I  treasure  your  newspaper,  especially 
now,  in  modern-day  Fascist  Alberta. 
Thank  you,  all,  for  being  there  — 
and  now  here  before  me  —  giving  me 
strength  and  knowledge  and  courage. 

Karin  Kratz 
Edmonton 


Apologies 

The  individual  in  the  photograph  above 
was  identified  in  last  month 's  issue  as  an 
undercover  police  officer.  The  identifica- 
tion was  based  largely  on  the  fact  that  he 
was  wearing  a  maple-leaf  pin  identical  to 
the  ones  being  worn  by  police  agents  the 
night  of  the  February  20  demonstration. 

Subsequent  investigation  indicates  that 
the  individual  is  not  a  police  officer,  and 
had  been  wearing  the  pin  by  unhappy  co- 
incidence. The  Body  Politic  apologizes 
for  any  distress  or  inconvenience  caused 
by  the  error. 

• 
Photographers  lost  out  in  last  month 's 
issue  of  The  Body  Politic  —  we  omitted 
photo  credits  for  almost  every  picture  we 
published. 

The  dramatic  photographs  on  page  12 
showing  plainclothes  officers  behind  the 
gay  banner,  and  the  same  officers  later 
arresting  a  demonstrator,  should  have 
been  credited  to  the  Toronto  Clarion 's 
Ted  Hebbes.  Other  photos  on  that  page 
were  by  Gerald  Hannon  and  Peter 
Mohns. 

Other  photos  in  the  news  section  were 
the  work  of  Peter  Mohns,  Gerald 
Hannon,  Elinor  Mahoney  and,  in  the 
case  of  a  photo  on  page  17  of  a  "jeans 
burning,  "  the  University  of  Toronto  stu- 
dent newspaper.  The  Varsity. 

Last-minute  production  chaos 
accounts  for  the  omission,  but  we  would 
like  to  apoligize,  especially  to  Ted  Hebbes 
and  The  Clarion,  who  supplied  us  with 
their  photos  at  no  cost. 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Send  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP,  Box  7289, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9.  Pub- 
lished letters  may  be  edited  for  length. 
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Editorial 


Courtroom  pornography 


In  a  scene  from  his  movie  Sleeper,  Woody  Allen  portrays  a  20th-century  man  who, 
frozen  indefinitely  by  medical  error,  thaws  out  in  the  far  future  and  finds  himself 
burdened  with  the  task  of  explaining  to  a  curious  scientist  a  number  of  relics  from 
our  own  time. 

He  tries  to  explain  the  purpose  of  a  novelty  item,  a  set  of  chattering  teeth.  As  his 
questioner  becomes  more  and  more  baffled,  Allen  becomes  progressively  more 
embarrassed  and  his  voice  finally  trails  off  into  silence.  In  other  cases,  for  his  own 
enjoyment  (and  ours),  Allen  deliberately  offers  his  gullible  interrogator  hilariously 
false  accounts  of  a  number  of  20th-century  images  and  objects. 

The  scene  reminds  us  that  the  products  of  a  culture  do  not  explain  themselves, 
but  can  be  understood  only  in  the  context  of  their  own  time  and  place.  The  dangers 
and  the  opportunities  of  Allen's  position  in  the  scene  are  clear:  in  trying  to  explain 
the  chattering  teeth,  he  succeeds  only  in  convincing  his  listener  that  the  teeth,  the 
society  that  manufactured  them  and  anyone  who  tries  to  explain  them  are  all  equal- 
ly bizarre.  But  in  offering  silly  explanations,  he  can  take  advantage  of  his  host's 
naivete  for  his  own  amusement. 

A  very  similar  scene  has  been  played  out  in  the  presentation  of  the  Crown's  case 
against  the  Toronto  bathhouse.  The  Barracks.  Dozens  of  objects,  carried  off  in  a 
police  raid  two  years  ago,  were  put  under  the  cold,  unblinking  lights  of  a  provincial 
courtroom.  Extracted  from  the  sustaining  atmosphere  of  the  place  where  they  were 
used,  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  a  court  and  public  unfamiliar  with  the  baths  and  the 
sexuality  which  pervades  them,  cockrings,  tit  clamps,  whips  and  chains  cease  to 
make  sense,  to  explain  themselves.  They  become  silent,  mysterious,  alien. 

But  they  were  not  allowed  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  silence.  These  props  from 
the  theatre  of  sexuality  were  put  to  a  new  and  less  innocent  dramatic  use.  As 
exhibits  for  the  Crown,  each  was  lifted  in  turn  for  inspection  by  a  police  officer 
who  held  them  up  by  his  finger  tips,  at  arm's  length,  his  hands  sealed  in  surgical 
rubber  gloves.  The  gloves  invited  medical  and  hygienic  evaluations:  disease,  dirt, 
contagion.  Like  a  ventriloquist's  dummy  held  at  arm's  length,  these  silent  objects 
spoke  the  lines  required. 

The  case  against  The  Barracks  is  not  built  just  of  the  words  and  arguments  which 
will  find  their  way  into  the  official  record.  The  very  substance  of  the  case  contains 
elements  capable  of  appeeding  to  ignorance  and  repressed  sexuality. 

The  case  cannot  be  rational  because  the  law  is  not  rational.  The  bawdy  house  law 
paints  the  sex  lives  of  most  people  —  and  of  all  gays  —  £is  indecent. 

That  is  why  we  extend  our  support  to  those  charged  in  this  case,  and  why  we 
oppose  this  law.  Sex  is  not  indecent  and  sexual  play  is  not  made  up  of  indecent  acts. 
We  have  to  leave  to  judicial  determination  the  question  of  whether  any  legally 
defined  indecency  is  to  be  found  in  the  case.  Nevertheless,  it  must  be  said  that  the 
display  of  the  accoutrements  of  sexual  pleasure,  stripped  of  reference  to  their  joyful 
purpose,  is  simply  pornography,  produced  by  law.D 


The  price  of  betrayal 


On  March  19th,  48%  of  the  Ontario  electorate  —  the  lowest  since  the  province 
began  keeping  track  in  1934  —  turned  out  to  give  the  Tory  government  a 
majority  that  will  keep  it  in  office  for  up  to  five  more  years.  While  the  Liberals 
made  no  gains,  voter  apathy  (and  the  host  of  elements  that  created  it)  took  its 
greatest  toll  on  the  New  Democratic  Party.  The  NDP  slipped  from  33  to  21  seats  at 
Queen's  Park,  and  Michael  Cassidy  has  announced  he  will  relinquish  the  party's 
leadership  at  its  1982  convention. 

It's  obvious  to  most  observers  that  the  party's  failure  is  a  complicated  matter.  It's 
also  clear  that  the  New  Democrat's  tarnished  record  on  gay  rights  was  no  small 
factor  in  their  pathetic  showing. 

The  NDP  felt  this  in  three  main  ways.  First  there  was  the  impact  of  the 
withdrawal  of  gay  support.  The  election  was  called  on  the  heels  of  a  transparent 
sell-out  of  gay  rights  and  a  violation  of  NDP  principle.  When  the  opportunity  came 
for  the  party  to  move  a  sexual  orientation  amendment  to  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code,  an  action  that  has  been  party  policy  since  1976,  it  was  suddenly  "not  a 
priority  at  this  time."  (Individual  members  of  the  Liberal  Party  also  backed  away 
from  pro-gay  positions.)  7"flP  advised  its  Ontario  readers  to  spoil  their  ballots.  The 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  asked  its  29  member  organizations  and  hun- 
dreds of  individual  members  to  reconsider  voting,  working  for  or  donating  to  can- 
didates who  had  betrayed  the  gay  community.  And,  from  many  cities  across  the 
province,  reports  have  come  back  that  gay  people  did  just  that. 

Michael  Cassidy  and  his  caucus  were  acting  on  bad  advice  —  an  ill-informed  and 
homophobic  analysis  of  Toronto's  November  municipal  election.  The  "Sewell- 
supported-gays-and-iook-where-it-got-him"  approach  overlooked  the  intricacy  of 
many  of  the  issues  in  that  race.  Seweli  actually  increased  his  support  in  every  ward 
in  the  city.  More  importantly,  the  political  lesson  of  that  campaign  was  that  the 
radical  right  must  be  met  head-on.  The  New  Democrats'  response  to  gay  rights  left 
them  defenceless  in  the  face  of  attacks  by  the  right  wing.  Too  gutless  to  defend  their 
pro-gay  policy,  they  were  nonetheless  stuck  with  it.  Anti-gay  and  anti-NDP  hate 
literature  was  a  decisive  factor  in  the  loss  of  the  Toronto  riding  of  Parkdale  and  a 
contributing  factor  in  a  couple  of  other  Toronto-area  NDP  defeats. 

Finally,  there's  the  matter  of  the  disillusionment  of  the  electorate  in  general  and 
the  party  faithful  in  particular.  Again,  this  is  not  something  that  can  be  easily  or 
precisely  measured.  Bui  neither  the  gay  movement  nor  the  media  were  in  any  hurry 
to  let  anyone  forget  thai  ihe  New  Democratic  Party,  the  party  of  principle,  had 
been  neither  democratic  nor  principled  on  this  occasion. 

Next  time  a  politican  or  a  political  party  has  the  urge  to  throw  meaningless  prom- 
ises in  the  direction  of  the  gay  community,  it  is  a  small  comfort  that  we  will  have 
this  one  rather  powerful  example  of  ihe  price  betrayal  carries.  D 


Everybody  loves  us! 


% 


Hotel  El  Dorado 


A  renovated  Victorian  centrally  located  to  the  Folsom,  Castro  and  Polk  areas. 

Morning  coffee  in  the  skylit  lounges,  free  continental  breakfast, 

impeccably  maintained  rooms.  Join  guests  from  around  the  world  in  the 

warm  and  friendly  experience  tfiat  has  made  us  the  San  Francisco  favorite. 

a  pensione  in  San  Francisco 
Rates  from  $23.50  150  Ninth  Street  (415)  552-3100 
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SELF 


Free 
Demonstration 

Tuesday,  May  19, 8  pm 

519  Church  Street 

Community 

Centre 

Classes  begin  first  week  in  June. 

Cost:  $30 


Come  out  and  learn  what  self-defence  is  all 
atxxjt.  Learn  basic  responses  to  physical  and 
vertsal  attacks  and  new  skills  in  awareness,  asserttve- 
ness  and  just  plain  street  fighting.  Talk  with  otfier  gay  men 
arxl  lesbians  and  explore  your  feelings  and  fears  about  vioteoce  Us  easy  to 

defend  yourself  when  you  know  wihat  to  ckx 

For  further  information  contact  the  Gay  Liberation  Union. 
Box  793,  Station  Q,  Toronto,  ON  M4T  2N7.  Ph:  463<J862. 
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The  News 


The  Barracks  trial  shines  the  cold  light  of  the  law  on  erotic  play 

Making  gay  sex  dirty 


About  mid-afternoon  on  March 
31,  a  rather  bored  police  officer 
pushed  a  heavily  laden  cart 
through  the  oak  doors  leading 
into  the  ornate  Victorian  splen- 
dors of  Courtrooin  42  in  Toronto's  Old 
City  Hall.  The  cart  was  stacked  high 
with  cardboard  cartons. 

It  was  the  second  day  of  trial  for  The 
Barracks,  a  Toronto  gay  bath  charged 
as  being  a  common  bawdy  house,  and  it 
was  already  becoming  clear  what  was 
really  going  to  happen  in  courtroom  42. 
"They're  going  to  aim  it  over  the 
judge's  head  and  directly  at  the  media," 
one  courtroom  observer  told  me  later. 
He  knew  what  was  in  those  boxes. 

After  a  short  recess,  the  contents  were 
entered  as  exhibits,  one  by  one.  More 
were  entered  as  evidence  the  following 
day,  both  Crown  Attorney  Paul  Culver 
and  the  court  clerk  puUing  on  surgical 
gloves  before  gingerly  handling:  17 
magazines  with  photographs  of  nude  or 
partially  nude  males,  dildos  of  various 
kinds,  including  one  in  black  leather, 
five  flesh-coloured  cone-shaped  objects 
described  as  plugs,  whips,  chains,  belts 
with  studs,  a  studded  leather  paddle,  a 
studded  leather  codpiece,  a  dog  collar, 
handcuffs,  one  leather  harness,  black 
leather  briefs,  a  leather  g-string,  a 
cricket  bat.  And  so  on.  More  than  80 
items  in  all. 


Five  men  were  ostensibly  facing  trial 
charged  with  being  keepers  of  a  com- 
mon bawdy  house,  but  it  was  becoming 
increasingly  clear  that  what  was  really 
on  trial  was  the  legitimacy  of  gay  male 
S&M  sex  —  despite  Crown  Attorney 
Culver's  claim  that  this  was  just  another 
bawdy  house  trial,  and  the  court  should 
be  wary  of  any  attempts  to  turn  it  into  a 
political  case. 

In  fact,  it  had  been  a  political  case 
from  the  beginning.  Raided  December 
9,  1978,  only  weeks  before  the  begin- 
ning of  The  Body  Politic  trial,  it  was  the 
first  large-scale  example  of  police 
violence  and  intimidation  tactics  against 
gay  people.  In  addition  to  the  five  men 


charged  as  keepers  of  a  common  bawdy 
house,  23  men  were  charged  as  found- 
ins,  and  there  was  the  usual  smashing  of 
doors  and  walls  and  the  seizure  of 
membership  lists  containing  thousands 
of  names.  The  Right  to  Privacy  Com- 
mittee was  born  out  of  the  turbulent 
community  response.  The  battle  Hnes 
were  drawn. 

Now,  after  more  than  two  years  and 
one  unsuccessful  bid  to  reach  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  (see  chrono- 
logy this  page),  George  Hislop,  Rick 
Stenhouse,  Jerry  Levy,  Paul  Gaudet 
and  Andy  Fabo  sat  before  Provincial 
Court  Judge  Harold  Rice,  about  to  face 
nine  days  of  Crown  evidence  summoned 
to  prove  that  S&M  sex  between  and 


Fighting  the  case  to  the  top 
for  the  right  to  trial  by  jury 

Although  it  is  the  recent  bath  raids  that 
are  on  everyone's  mind.  The  Barracks 
trial  dates  from  charges  laid  more  than 
two  years  ago.  Some  highlights: 
December  9,  1978:  The  night  of  the  raid. 
Under  the  direction  of  52  Division's  Sgt 
Dennis  Robinson,  20  police  arrest  23  men 
as  found-ins  in  a  common  bawdy  house. 
Five  men  later  charged  as  keepers. 
December  16:  A  public  meeting  draws 
400  people,  who  later  march  in  protest  to 
to  city  hall. 

Later  that  month,  Staff  Sgt  Gary  Don- 
ovan calls  three  Metro  Toronto  school 
boards  to  inform  them  that  teachers  in 
their  employ  had  been  charged  as  found- 
ins.  Donovan  gets  reprimand  only,  des- 
pite community  demands  for  his 
dismissal. 

January  22,  1979:  A  community  meeting 
establishes  the  December  9  Defence 
Fund.  This  will  later  become  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee. 

June  6:  Police  raid  the  home  of  a  teacher 
who  was  a  found-in  at  The  Barracks  and 
who  had  made  public  Sgt  Donovan's  calls 
to  Toronto  school  boards.  He  is  charged 
with  keeping  a  common  bawdy  house, 
and  police  seize  RTPC  and  NDP  gay 
caucus  membership  Hsts. 
November  19:  Barracks  trial  scheduled  to 
begin.  Defence  lawyer  Morris  Manning 
asks  for  an  adjournment,  challenging  the 
constitutionaHty  of  the  proceedings  on 
the  grounds  that  a  provincicil  court  judge 
has  no  jurisdiction  to  hear  the  charges  — 
only  a  federally  appointed  judge  can  do 
so  —  and  that  the  bawdy  house  laws  are 
invalid  because  they  regulate  matters 
properly  reserved  for  the  provinces,  and 


Leaving  court:  George  Hislop  (left),  Rick  Stenhouse  and  Andy  Fabo  after  9  days  of  testimony 


therefore  have  no  place  in  the  federal 
Criminal  Code,  and  because  they  are  too 
vague  to  be  applied. 

Judge  Harold  Rice  reserves  judgment. 
January  4,  1980:  Rice  decides  he  has 
jurisdiction  to  hear  the  case.  Manning 
appeals  the  decision  to  the  Ontario 
Supreme  Court. 

April  8:  Supreme  Court  Judge  Donald 
Steele  dismisses  the  appeal.  Manning  ap- 
peals that  decision  to  the  Ontario  Court 
of  Appeal,  the  province's  highest  court. 
September  8:  The  Ontario  Court  of 
Appeal  dismisses  Manning's  case.  The 
defendants  decide  to  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 
November  17:  The  Supreme  Court 
refuses  to  grant  leave  to  appeal. 
February  5,  1981:  More  than  200  police 
raid  four  Toronto  baths,  including  The 
Barracks,  now  for  the  second  time. 
March  30:  All  avenues  of  appeal  on  con- 
stitutional issues  exhausted.  The  Barracks 
trial  begins  in  courtroom  42  of  Old  City 
Hall  before  Judge  Harold  Rice.  All  five 
defendants  plead  Not  Guilty.  Crown 
begins  case  with  display  of  photographs 
taken  inside  The  Barracks. 
March  31:  Crown  starts  entering  as  ex- 
hibits boxes  full  of  S&M  items.  Constable 
Terry  Doyle  describes  his  visits  to  the  bath 
and  the  sexual  acts  he  saw  there.  The 
Crown  enters  in  evidence  a  bag  of  gar- 
bage Doyle  had  taken  from  outside  the 
premises.  Manning  cross-examines  Doyle, 
challenging  his  memory  and  visual  acuity. 


April  1:  Cross-examination  of  Doyle  con- 
tinues. Sgt  Barry  Hill  testifies  for  the 
Crown,  more  seized  items  entered  in 
evidence.  Cross-examination  reveals  the 
police  had  been  sloppy  in  caring  for  the 
exhibits:  items  had  not  been  individually 
tagged,  boxes  had  sat  around  52  Division 
for  two  days  before  being  put  in  storage, 
notations  on  some  boxes  were  illegible. 
Crown  attempts  to  enter  Barracks  mem- 
bership list  as  evidence. 
April  2:  Membership  cards  kept  out  of 
evidence.  Hill  shows  court  more  items 
seized  from  Barracks,  including  a  tin  of 
Crisco  and  bottles  of  poppers. 
April  3:  Constable  Leo  Van  der  Groef 
testifies  to  sexual  activity  seen,  describes 
The  Barracks  as  "a  good  bawdy  house." 
April  7  (Court  did  not  sit  Monday  April 
6):  P  C  Wishart  testifies  to  sexual  activity 
in  Barracks.  Cross-examination  reveals  all 
activity  seen  appears  fully  voluntary. 
April  8:  Morality  Squad's  Sgt  Thomas 
Stephen  says  he  saw  nothing  illegal  hap- 
pening on  a  December  1,  1978  visit  to  The 
Barracks.  Provincial  Police  officer  Mace 
Armstrong  is  brought  in  as  expert  witness 
on  sex  toys,  but  admits  he  has  never  used 
any,  or  seen  them  being  used. 
April  9:  More  testimony  by  several  police 
officers  involved  in  the  raid  ends  Crown's 
case. 

April  13:  Defence  argues  that  case  should 
be  dismissed  for  lack  of  evidence.  As 
TBP  goes  to  press  April  14,  however,  it 
appears  the  case  will  continue  May  4.  D 


among  gay  men  constitutes  the  practice 
of  acts  of  indecency. 

In  its  eagerness  to  amass  a  mountain 
of  evidence  that  would  shock  and  hor- 
rify, however,  the  Crown  might  have 
inadvertently  slipped  into  overkill.  It 
appears  the  media  quickly  wearied  of 
the  seemingly  endless  series  of  photo- 
graphs of  small  rooms  containing  ob- 
jects like  dildos,  belts  and  under- 
garments, of  the  introduction  into 
evidence  of  tubes  of  KY,  cans  of  Crisco 
and  towels  with  semen  stains,  and 
repetitive  police  testimony  as  to  what 
kinds  of  sex  acts  occurred.  The  Globe 
and  Mail  had  ceased  reporting  the  trial 
even  before  the  Crown  finished  pre- 
senting its  case  (though,  as  someone 
noted,  Ronald  Reagan  couldn't  have 
chosen  a  better  time  to  get  shot),  and 
the  other  two  dailies  were  burying  brief 
items  in  the  back  pages. 

"Numbing"  and  "boring"  were  the 
two  most  common  adjectives  resorted  to 
by  the  small  group  of  gay  people  who 
attended  regularly,  though  there  were 
some  unintentionally  humorous 
moments.  An  incredulous  Judge  Rice 
had  to  have  "butt-plug"  spelled  out  for 
him,  and  seemed  equally  astonished  to 
discover  that  dildos  could  be  purchased 
at  Eaton's  or  Simpsons. 

It  seems  likely,  however,  that  the 
Crown  plans  to  clinch  its  case  by  relying 
on  police  testimony  about  the  kind  of 
sexual  activity  that  goes  on  at  The  Bar- 
racks. It  was  here,  in  fact,  that  Crown 
strategy  seemed  its  clearest.  Dryly 
recited,  robbed  of  context,  described  by 
a  police  officer  in  a  court  of  law,  the 
sexual  play  of  gay  men  seemed  as  for- 
eign and  inert  as  the  cockrings  and 
dildos  in  their  shiny  plastic  bags,  each 
neatly  labeled  with  an  exhibit  tag. 

Police  Constable  Ed  Wishart  testified 
that  he  saw  one  man  performing  fellatio 
on  another,  a  third  man  masturbating 
another  with  several  men  watching  from 
the  door;  two  males  in  the  act  of  bug- 
gery; in  room  104,  a  man  being  bug- 
gered by  a  second  man  while  fella- 
ting  a  third  man.  On  a  second  visit  he 
saw  two  men,  clothed,  kissing  and  em- 
bracing. In  a  dimly  lit  room  he  saw  two 
men  engaged  in  buggery.  While  dressing 
in  his  room  he  heard  the  sound  of  a 
whipping. 

Police  Sgt  Leo  Van  der  Groef  said  he 
saw  two  men  caressing  in  the  sauna, 
which  he  described  as  "filthy  dirty." 
He  said  there  were  two  men  in  a 
room  engaged  in  the  act  of 
buggery;  that  there  was  a 
lone  man  masturbating 
in  another 
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room.  Asked  if  he  was  afraid  he  would 
be  attacked,  he  replied,  "Absolutely!" 

He  said  men  wandered  through  the 
halls  like  "zombies." 

Two  different  police  officers,  asked  to 
describe  how  The  Barracks  smelled, 
used  the  word  "excreta." 

Perhaps  the  most  purely  political  ges- 
ture made  by  the  Crown  was  the  threat 
to  read  into  the  public  record  all  2,500 
names  on  The  Barracks  membership 
list.  Defence  counsel  Morris  Manning 
argued  successfully,  however,  that  such 
an  act  would  merely  embarrass  thou- 
sands of  men.  Finally,  only  two  cards 
were  entered  in  evidence,  both  with  the 
names  obliterated. 

Manning  is  the  lawyer  for  four  of  the 
accused;  Paul  Gaudet  has  retained  his 
own  counsel,  David  Besant.  Defence 
strategy  is  not  entirely  clear  so  far,  but 
cross-examination  tactics  and  the 
history  of  the  case  to  date  indicate  at 
least  two  directions  —  that  whatever 
goes  on  at  The  Barracks  involves  no 
coercion  and  is  sought  out  willingly  by 
the  men  who  go  there,  and  that  under 
those  conditions  such  acts  do  not  con- 
stitute "acts  of  indecency"  by  pre- 
vailing community  standards. 

It  was,  in  fact,  the  desire  to  have  the 
community  speak  on  the  issue  which  led 
Manning  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Can- 
ada in  an  unsuccessful  bid  for  a  jury 
trial.  ("Keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house"  is  one  of  the 
few  serious  offen- 
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ces  in  the  Criminal  Code  for  which  the 
accused  does  not  have  the  right  to 
choose  trial  by  jury.)  And  it  was  the 
conviction  that  the  matter  should  be  ful- 
ly aired  in  a  court  of  law  which  per- 
suaded the  defendants  to  reject  all  plea- 
bargains  offered  by  the  Crown  —  even 
though  the  tantalizing  prospect  that 
charges  against  some  of  them  might  be 
dropped  was  dangled  before  their  eyes. 

Manning's  cross-examination  of  Sgt 
Terrence  Doyle  drew  out  very  clearly 
that  The  Barracks  was  not  a  public 
place,  and  that  no  one  would  end  up 
there  by  accident.  Doyle  admitted  he 
never  saw  women  there,  that  no  one  was 
ever  dragged  in  against  his  will,  that  one 
had  to  enter  by  an  exterior  door,  pay  an 
attendant  and  enter  through  an  elec- 
trically locked  inner  door. 

As  well.  Manning  drew  from  under- 
cover officer  after  undercover  officer 
that  at  no  time  did  they  see  anyone 
forced  into  having  sex,  or  anyone 
forced  into  watching  others  have  sex. 
Officers  were  occasionally  groped  in  the 
groin,  but  admitted  that  if  they  showed 
no  interest  men  left  them  alone. 

There  has  been  some  attempt  as 
well  to  establish  that  standards 
of  acceptable  sexual  behaviour 
might  be  different  in  the 
gay  community  from 
those  in  the 


straight.  Gaudet's  lawyer,  Paul  Besant, 
seemed  particularly  interested  in 
establishing  that,  and  that  the  officers 
testifying  had  no  idea  of  what  gay  com- 
munity standards  might  be. 

Corporal  Mace  Armstrong  of  the 
Ontario  Provincial  Police's  anti-porn 
squad,  brought  in  to  testify  as  to  the 
uses  of  the  various  sex  toys,  had  to  ad- 
mit that  he  was  not  an  expert  on  homo- 
sexuality or  the  standards  of  the  homo- 
sexual community,  and  that  he  had 
never  discussed  with  homosexuals  what 
their  values  might  be. 

Besant  tried  some  of  the  same  ques- 
tions on  Intelligence  Division's  Sgt 
Barry  Hill  (who  said  he'd  "never 
thought  of  it  before"),  but  Judge  Rice 
seems  unlikely  to  give  that  line  of  ques- 
tioning much  weight  in  his  delibera- 
tions. Rice  objected  that  the  questions 
seemed  irrelevant  in  determining  com- 
munity standards,  though  he  allowed 
Besant  to  continue  after  the  lawyer 
argued  that  the  judge  needs  to  know 
various  micro-community  standards  as 
well. 

The  only  standards  offered  by  the 
Crown,  however,  have  been  those  of  the 
police.  Not  a  single  civilian  witness  was 
called  in  a  case  which  must  establish 
whether  community  standards  have 
been  violated.  In  fact,  the  Crown  had 
subpoenaed  both  myself  and  gay  activist 
Peter  Maloney.  Culver  called  neither  to 
the  stand,  no  doubt  realizing  he  would 
have  handed  two  witnesses  over  to  the 
defence. 

Even  one  of  the  Crown's  own  wit- 
nesses admitted  under  cross-exam- 
ination that  he  saw  nothing 
which  would  indicate  the 
premises  were  being  used 
as  a  common  bawdy  house. 
The  Morality  Squad's  Sgt 
Thomas  Stephens  also  admit- 
ted that  the  place  was  fairly 
clean,  that  it  was  quiet, 
and  that  he  saw  nothing 
illegal  going  on. 

Manning,  in  fact,  has 
been  a  tireless  and 
probing  cross- 
examiner,  pushing 
the  Crown  and 
the  police  on 
everything 


from  the  quality  of  an  officer's  vision  to 
whether  or  not  items  introduced  into 
court  could  be  proven  to  be  the  same 
ones  seized  from  The  Barracks.  After 
the  Crown  rested  its  case,  he  argued  elo- 
quently that  no  case  had  been  made  and 
that  the  charges  should  be  dismissed  — 
Judge  Rice,  however,  is  expected  to  rule 
that  the  case  must  continue,  and  Man- 
ning will  have  to  begin  mounting  his 
defence  on  May  4. 

It  should  be  a  defence  which  helps 
restore  to  sex  in  The  Barracks  what  we 
hope  the  arching  nude  on  this  page 
restores  to  the  de-eroticized  bits  of 
leather  and  metal,  sterilized,  sealed  and 
tagged,  that  we  have  pictured  on  our 
cover.  Given  context  and  passion,  they 
are  resilient  with  a  sense  of  sexual  play. 
They  can  stand  scrutiny. 

Gay  people  are  encouraged  to  join  the 
defendants  in  the  courtroom  during  the 
presentation  of  the  defence's  case.  At 
press  time,  the  trial  is  slated  to  recom- 
mence at  10  am  May  4  in  courtroom  42 
in  Old  City  Hall.  However,  you  may 
call  TBP  at  977-6320  for  verification  as 
the  date  approaches. 

By  Gerald  Hannon,  with  court- 
room reporting  by  Chris  Bearcheil, 
Bill  Loos,  Craig  Patterson 
and  Eric  WalbergU 
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The  camera  vs  the  cops  as  the  plainclothes  caper  unfolds 

Exposii^  the  b^  lie 


#  y  ^^  omeone  in  the  police 
^fj  ^^^  department  is  lying.  It  is  not 
^^k  our  intention  to  point  an 
™^Jaccusing  finger  at  any 
^^ individual....  Perhaps  the 
officers  are  lying.  Perhaps  Superinten- 
dent Sproule.  Perhaps  even  Police  Chief 
Ackroyd." 

"Only  a  true  inquiry  can  answer  that 
question." 

Those  words  by  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee  chairperson  George  Smith  at 
a  press  conference  March  23  introduced 
photographs,  a  film  clip  and  sworn  af- 
fidavits which  indicate  undercover 
police  officers  played  agent  provocateur 
roles  in  the  4,000-strong  February 
20  demonstration  against  the  bath  raids. 

Both  Ackroyd  and  police  commission 
chairman  Phil  Givens  had  been  denying 
police  had  done  anything  improper. 
However,  the  evidence,  turned  over  to 
the  police  complaints  bureau  and  Sol- 
icitor General  Roy  McMurtry,  has 
prompted  another  internal  investiga- 
tion. 

As  well,  Ackroyd  says  he  has  already 
sent  out  a  Field  Operations  Directive 
providing  guidelines  for  undercover  of- 


ficers. He  told  TBP  the  guidelines  pro- 
vide that  officers  should  "keep  a  low 
profile,"  cmd  should  not  shout  slogans, 
carry  placards  or  banners,  or  have  any 
direct  participation.  Their  purpose,  he 
says,  is  to  keep  the  peace  and  provide 
instant  assistance  to  uniformed  officers 
when  necessary. 

The  whole  issue  came  to  public  atten- 
tion last  month  when  photographs  by 
Toronto  Clarion  photographer  Ted 
Hebbes  clearly  showed  police  agents 
both  carrying  the  banner  leading  the 
march  and  later  making  an  arrest. 

PoHce  Chief  Ackroyd  told  the  press 
March  19  that  his  investigations  showed 
that  officers  at  the  back  of  the  Queen's 
Park  rally  suddenly  found  themselves  at 
the  front  of  the  march  when  the  crowd 
turned  around.  "They  were  told  to  pick 
up  the  banner,"  he  said,  "and  felt  they 
would  be  in  an  embarrassing  situation  if 
they  refused....  So  they  picked  it  up  and 
let  it  go  as  soon  as  they  could." 

That  was  not  what  the  march  organ- 
izers saw,  however,  and  careful  freune- 
by-frame  examination  of  photographs 
and  film  clips  showed  police  agents  had 
in  fact  consciously  made  their  way  to 


the  front  of  the  march,  taken  the  ban- 
ner, and,  according  to  sworn  affidavits, 
ripped  it. 

Other  photographs  show  secret  poHce 
playing  an  active  and  disruptive  role  in 
other  community  events:  the  cover  of 
TBP's  last  issue  circled  the  head  of  one 
police  agent  in  a  crowd  outside  a  police 
commission  meeting  February  12.  Al- 
though we  did  not  know  it  at  press  time, 
the  man  to  his  right  wearing  glasses  and 
sporting  a  pink  triangle  on  his  jacket  is 
also  an  undercover  officer.  A  photo 
taken  later  shows  him  arresting  one  of 
the  demonstrators  that  same  afternoon. 

The  March  23  press  conference,  how- 
ever, released  sworn  affidavits  by  organ- 
izers and  marchers  which  presented  the 
most  chilling  evidence  to  date  that  the 
violence  which  occured  during  the 
demonstration  was  the  direct  result  of 
police  provocation.  As  Smith  said, 
"The  police  have  been  witnessed  pro- 
voking violence  and  subsequently  ar- 
resting the  people  they  provoke." 

Among  the  allegations: 

•  One  officer  was  seen  blowing 
smoke  in  the  faces  of  three  marshals. 

•  One  undercover  officer  apparently 


Hill  on  hold,  and  the  cops  at  the  door 


TORONTO  —  It  has  been  almost  three 
months  since  the  night  200  police  of- 
ficers raided  four  Toronto  baths,  but 
there  has  been  little  progress  in  realizing 
the  closest  thing  to  a  pubhc  inquiry  that 
the  gay  community  has  been  able  to  ex- 
tract from  a  reluctant  city  council. 

Council  voted  unanimously  Meuch  12 
to  ask  sociologist  Dr  Dan  Hill,  the 
mayor's  advisor  on  community  and  race 
relations,  to  investigate  ways  to  bring 
about  improved  police /gay  community 
relations.  As  of  TBP  press  date  April 
14,  however,  Dr  Hill  has  not  made  up 
his  mind  about  accepting  the  job. 

Hill  says  "there  are  a  number  of  fac- 
tors still  to  be  considered.  I  want  to  find 
out  the  extent  to  which  I'd  get  coopera- 
tion from  the  gay  community,  the  police 
and  the  Attorney  General's  office.  Then 
I  still  want  to  think  about  it  myself.  It's 
a  very,  very  serious  matter." 

Although  Hill's  study  may  well  be 
useful  if  it  materializes,  it  is  not  the  full- 
scale  independent  public  inquiry  which 
the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC) 
and  other  concerned  groups  have  been 
demanding.  Indeed,  calls  for  such  an  in- 
vestigation continue  to  be  made  —  the 
Reform  rabbis  of  Greater  Toronto,  in  a 
letter  published  March  26  in  the  Cana- 
dian Jewish  News,  urged  "the  establish- 
ment of  an  independent  inquiry  as 
quickly  as  possible." 

The  letter,  signed  by  12  reform  rab- 
bis, said  "the  massive  nature  of  the 
police  action  may  be  interpreted  ...  as  a 
prejudicial  measure  against  homosex- 
uals," and  added  that  "only  through  an 
independent  investigation  will  justice 
not  only  be  done,  but  also  appear  to  be 
done." 

As  well,  strong  support  for  an  in- 
dependent inquiry  has  come  from  Rev 
Clifford  Elliott,  mmister  of  Bloor  Street 
United  Church.  Elliott  used  his  Toronto 
Star  column  March  14  to  say  "We  stand 


in  danger  of  a  polarization  in  our  com- 
munity. That  is  why  a  public  inquiry  is 
needed." 

In  fact,  incidents  continue  to  happen 
which  raise  grave  questions  about  the 
propriety  of  police  investigation 
methods.  The  refusal  by  both  the  city 
and  provincial  governments  to  institute 
an  inquiry  is  probably  read  as  a  tacit  en- 
dorsation  of  just  those  methods. 

The  story  which  follows,  like  many 
reported  in  our  last  issue,  is  pur- 
posely vague.  The  individuals  concerned 
wish  to  make  such  incidents  public,  but 
are  understandably  afraid  that  doing  so 
might  invite  further  retaliation. 

A  man  we  will  call  Richard,  who  is 
both  an  investor  in  the  Richmond  Street 
Health  Emporium  and  one  of  the 
found-ins  in  the  same  bath,  says  his 
apartment  superintendent  was  visited  by 
two  plainclothes  officers  who  asked  if 
Richard  lived  in  the  building. 

About  a  week  later,  the  superinten- 
dent came  upon  the  same  two  men  in 
the  hallway  outside  Richard's  door,  try- 
ing to  take  the  door  off  its  hinges  with 
the  aid  of  a  hammer  and  screwdriver. 
They  explained  that  they  were  friends  of 
Richard's,  and  he  had  sent  them  to 
break  in  and  get  the  keys  he  had  left  in 
his  apartment. 

Two  or  three  days  later,  one  of 
Richard's  neighbours,  thinking  he  heard 
a  knock,  opened  his  door  to  find  two 
men  who  identified  themselves  as  police 
officers.  They  had  been  hammering  on 
Richard's  door.  They  asked  the  neigh- 
bour if  he  knew  Richard.  When  he  said 
yes,  they  asked  him  if  Richard  ever 
brought  "young  boys"  into  his  apart- 
ment. 

Enraged  telephone  calls  to  the  In- 
telligence Bureau,  51  Division  and  52 
Division  elicited  nothing.  Richard  was 
told  that  certainly  none  of  their  officers 
was  involved.  The  closest  thing  he  got 


to  an  explanation  was  that  the  men 
might  be  off-duty  officers  carrying  out 
investigations  of  their  own. 

On  the  streets,  matters  seem  to  have 
cooled  somewhat.  TBP  has  received 
fewer  reports  of  queer-bashing  and 
police  harassment  over  the  last  month, 
though  the  alleys  behind  the  St  Charles 
Tavern  and  the  parking  lot  behind 
Dudes  continue  to  be  dangerous.  The 
RTPC  is  presently  organizing  a  gay 
street  patrol.  Interested  individuals 
should  leave  a  message  for  Dennis 
Findlay  at  977-6320. 

Are  more  charges  still  possible  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  bath  raids?  Police  serv- 
ed a  search  warrant  on  the  offices  of 
RLS  Management  March  20.  RLS  is  the 
company  which  manages  The  Club  and 
The  Barracks,  and  the  search  warrant 
specified  material  which  would  support 
a  charge  of  conspiracy  to  keep  a  com- 
mon bawdy  house.  The  warrant  named 
Rick  Stenhouse,  Jerry  Levy  and  George 
Hislop  —  three  of  the  five  defendants 
presently  on  trial  in  the  1978  Barracks 
case.  Named  as  well  was  Jack  Camp- 
bell, the  Florida-based  head  of  the  Club 
Bath  chain. 

And  on  the  coincidence  side  of  the 
ledger.  Revenue  Canada  has  been  exam- 
ing  the  company's  books  for  much  of 
March  and  April. 

As  TBP  goes  to  press  April  14,  efforts 
to  counter  the  growth  of  police  power 
are  focusing  on  a  meeting  of  Metro  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  called  to  approve  the 
1981  police  budget.  The  police  are  ask- 
ing for  $35  million  more  this  year  than 
last,  and  plan  to  allocate  $7.5  million  to 
Intelligence  and  Morality.  Less  than  $2 
million  is  slated  for  homicide,  and  a 
scant  $82,000  for  race  relations. 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  and 
.several  other  groups  are  planning  to 
make  deputations,  although  the  budget 
is  expected  to  pass  intact  when  it  comes 
before  full  council  April  24.  D 


spat  in  the  face  of  one  of  the  demon- 
strators. That  demonstrator  was  subse- 
quently arrested  when  he  reacted  to  the 
spitting. 

•  Several  officers  referred  to  black 
speaker  Lemona  Johnson  as  a  "nigger 
cunt." 

•  One  officer  was  seen  shoving 
demonstrators.  When  they  responded, 
he  jumped  into  a  karate  fighting  stance. 

•  One  black  undercover  officer  was 
seen  approaching  motorists,  taunting 
them  and  using  an  exaggerated  lisp  in  an 
attempt  to  be  seen  as  one  of  the  demon- 
strators. 

•  One  of  the  marshals  observed  an 
officer  on  two  occasions  threaten 
demonstrators  with  a  lighted  cigarette. 

•  One  of  the  marshals  who  was  ar- 
rested while  trying  to  break  up  a  fight 
says  that  in  the  police  station  after  the 
rally  he  saw  "many  men...  in  street 
clothes...  wearing  tons  of  gay  badges. 
(They)  were  pulling  off  their  buttons,... 
throwing  their  guns  into  drawers,  and 
talking  about  'who  they  got.'  One  was 
saying,  'I'm  going  to  kill  the  one  with 
the  beard.'" 

Even  before  the  press  conference,  the 
well-publicized  photograph  of  four  of- 
ficers carrying  the  lead  banner  promp- 
ted the  Globe  and  Mail  to  editorialize 
that  Chief  Ackroyd's  explanation  was 
"nonsense,"  and  that  police  commis- 
sion chairman  Phil  Givens  was  "monu- 
mentally wrong"  in  saying  "there  was 
no  evil  connotation"  to  what  the  of- 
ficers were  doing. 

The  investigation  which  has  resulted, 
however,  is  being  done  by  the  police's 
own  complaints  bureau,  and  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee  spokespersons  have 
little  hope  it  will  produce  anything  but  a 
whitewash. 

The  RTPC's  position  is  that  only  an 
independent  civiUan  review  procedure 
can  adequately  handle  such  matters, 
and  it  refused  even  to  turn  over  photos 
and  documentation  to  the  police. 
However,  Toronto  city  alderman  David 
White,  who  arranged  the  press  con- 
ference, did  make  all  the  material 
available  to  the  police  complaints 
bureau. 

"We  felt  that  was  permissible  because 
all  of  it  had  already  been  made  public  at 
a  press  conference,"  explained  RTPC's 
Bob  Gallagher.  "But  we've  decided  to 
advise  people  who  signed  the  affidavits 
not  to  meet  with  the  police  complaints 
bureau  unless  it's  in  a  public  forum  and 
they  have  their  lawyers  present.  One  of 
the  things  we're  afraid  of  is  that  the 
police  may  try  to  lay  countersuits." 

Ackroyd  has  told  TBP  that  he  sees  no 
problem  with  such  conditions,  though 
he'd  want  to  speak  with  his  legal  advis- 
ors first.  As  TBP  goes  to  press,  the  mat- 
ter is  still  unresolved. 

The  police  investigation  is  being  car- 
ried out  by  Staff  Sgt  Eric  Gibson  and 
Supt  Bill  Dixon  of  the  Citizens'  Com- 
plaint Bureau.  Dixon  told  TBP  April  9 
that  they  had  completed  their  interviews 
with  the  36  police  officers  involved,  and 
had  made  an  interim  report  to  Chief 
Ackroyd.  As  we  go  to  press,  it  is  not 
known  whether  that  report  will  support 
the  RTPC  allegation  that  the  police  role 
in  the  February  20  demonstration  "was 
not  to  monitor,  but  rather  to 
provoke." 

GeraM  HannonD 
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Documenting  fictions:  Photographs 
released  at  a  Right  to  Privacy  Commit- 
tee press  conference  March  23  con- 
tradict the  official  police  version  of  the 
role  played  by  undercover  cops  in  the 
February  20  demonstration. 

Chief  Jack  Ackroyd  had  explained 
that  officers  at  the  back  of  the  Queen 's 
Park  rally  suddenly  found  themselves  at 
the  front  of  the  march  when  the  crowd 
turned  around.  He  said  they  were  told 
to  pick  up  the  banner,  "and  felt  they 
would  be  in  an  embarrassing  situation  if 
they  refused. " 

The  photograph  at  left,  however, 
shows  that  two  undercover  officers  who 
would  later  be  carrying  the  banner  were 
in  fact  at  the  front  of  the  rally,  and  are 
seen  here  hurrying  towards  the  south 
end  of  Queen 's  Park  where  the  banner 
was  being  unfurled  to  lead  off  the 
march. 

The  photographs  below,  from  con- 
secutive frames  on  the  same  film  strip, 
show  the  front  of  the  march  as  it  leaves 
Queen 's  Park  and  the  same  scene  some 
hundreds  of  meters  further  along  the 
route.  Only  gay  people  support  the  ban- 
ner in  the  earlier  picture,  but  four 
undercover  officers  have  moved  to  the 
front  to  take  the  banner  in  the  second. 
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Agent  provocateur?  Undercover  officer 
at  far  right  is  wearing  a  pink  triangle  pin 
on  his  lapel.  He  is  shown  on  the  cover 
of  our  last  issue,  blending  in  with  the 
crowd  outside  the  police  commission 
hearing  February  12.  In  this  photo- 
graph, taken  at  the  same  event,  he  is 
shown  to  the  side  of  the  crowd  with  a 
fellow  police  officer.  In  the  middle  pic- 
ture, both  are  shown  arresting  one  of 
the  demonstrators. 

The  third  photograph  is  of  a  man 
identified  as  an  undercover  officer.  It 
was  taken  outside  52  Division  during 
the  rallv  there  February  20. 
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TBP  to  appeal  to  Supreme  Court 
to  overturn  court  order  for  retrial 


TORONTO  —  Ontario's  highest  court 
has  rejected  The  Body  Politic's  latest 
appeal,  making  it  likely  that  the  maga- 
zine will  have  to  face  retrial. 

In  a  March  25  decision,  the  Ontario 
Court  of  Appeal  upheld  a  County  Court 
judge's  order  for  a  new  trial  in  TBP's 
"Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men"  case. 
However,  The  Body  Politic  collective 
has  instructed  lawyer  Clayton  Ruby  to 
apply  to  take  the  case  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada. 

In  the  original  decision  of  February 
1979,  Provincial  Court  Judge  Sydney 
Harris  acquitted  Pink  Triangle  Press, 
the  magazine's  publisher,  on  charges  of 
using  the  mails  to  transmit  immoral  and 
indecent  material.  A  year  later.  County 
Court  Judge  George  Ferguson  upheld 
the  Crown's  appeal  of  the  acquittal  and 
ordered  a  new  trial. 

Five  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  judges 
heard  PTP's  arguments  March  5.  In 
their  judgment,  written  by  Mr  Justice 
Thomas  Zuber,  the  judges  agreed  with 
Ferguson's  decision  that  Harris  had 
made  several  errors  in  law. 

Harris  acquitted  on  the  grounds  that 
the  Crown  failed  to  show  TBP  violated 
community  standards  by  publishing  the 
article,  and  that  a  guilty  verdict  would 
have  to  be  based  on  an  entire  issue,  not 
a  single  article.  Ferguson  disagreed,  say- 
ing that  Harris  should  have  determined 
community  standards  himself  and  that  a 
conviction  could  be  based  on  a  small 
part  of  the  newspaper. 

Ruby  said  the  Supreme  Court  appeal 
will  be  based  on  the  following  points: 

•  It  is  not  true,  as  alleged  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  that  Judge  Harris  ig- 


nored the  community  standards  test. 

•  Harris  did  not  say,  as  alleged,  that 
the  Crown  had  to  establish  community 
standards  on  evidence  presented  by  the 
prosecution. 

•  Harris  was  right  in  ruling  that  the 
magazine  as  a  whole  must  be  con- 
sidered. 

Ruby  said  the  first  two  arguments  are 
crucial,  and  that  the  Supreme  Court 
must  uphold  Harris's  acquittal  if  it 
agrees  with  even  one  of  these  points. 

No  one  has  automatic  right  to  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  and 
Ruby  in  fact  will  be  seeking  permission 
to  appcEil  when  he  appears  before  a 
group  of  three  Supreme  Court  judges, 
probably  sometime  this  fall. 

Robert  TVowD 

Lord  Elgin  loses 
downstairs  gay  bar 

OTTAWA  —  The  downstairs  tavern  in 
the  Lord  Elgin  Hotel  has  decided  not  to 
remain  open  after  3  pm  —  and  that 
decision  closed  the  doors  on  Ottawa's 
oldest  gay  bar. 

According  to  Gays  of  Ottawa's  David 
Garmaise,  the  tavern  had  been  attract- 
ing a  largely  gay  clientele  since  at  least 
1953.  Management  apparently  justifies 
the  April  4  change  of  hours  by  saying 
they  want  the  space  reserved  for  recep- 
tions, but  Garmaise  says  "We  think  it's 
a  conscious  effort  to  get  rid  of  their  gay 
clientele."  He  points  out  that  the  man- 
agement has  imposed  a  strict  dress  code 
on  the  upstairs  bar,  which  had  always 
had  a  mixed  straight /gay  clientele.  D 


Gay  pride,  gay  culture:  Gay  Bell  and  Marcia 
Cannon  at  GLARE'S  Fight  the  Right  day  . 

Fight  the  Right  day 
offers  ideas,  culture 

TORONTO  —  Concern  among  Toronto 
lesbians  and  gays  over  the  emergence  of 
an  organized  homophobic  right  in  the 
city  drew  about  125  men  and  women  to 
a  day  of  performance  and  discussion 
sponsored  April  4  by  Gays  and  Lesbians 
Against  the  Right  Everywhere  (GLARE). 

"Fight  the  Right:  A  Day  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride,  Culture  and  Informa- 
tion" opened  with  remarks  by  GLARE 


members,  who  were  followed  by  Scott 
Tucker,  a  representative  of  the  Laven- 
der Left  Network,  a  US  grouping  of 
socialist  and  feminist  lesbians  and  gays. 

Members  of  GLARE  observed  that  the 
danger  posed  by  the  newly  organized 
right  lies  not  in  its  numbers,  which 
remain  small,  but  rather  in  its  ability  to 
make  less  extreme  right-wing  ideas  seem 
reasonable  by  comparison.  Tucker  said 
the  US  right  fears  a  united  left  and  is 
therefore  pursuing  a  divide-and-conquer 
strategy,  using  gay  rights  as  an  issue. 

There  were  performances  testifying  to 
the  growth  of  a  popular  culture  rooted 
in  gay  political  protest:  audiences 
applauded  Pink  Triangle  Tears,  a  play 
about  recent  attacks  on  the  Toronto  gay 
community,  written  and  performed 
by  Gay  Bell  and  Marcia  Cannon,  and 
performances  by  the  Red  Berets,  a 
feminist  singing  group,  and  singer 
Kathy  Arnup.  Oddly,  if  there  has  been 
any  male  contribution  to  this  culture,  it 
was  not  in  evidence. 

About  half  of  the  audience  parti- 
cipated in  a  series  of  workshops  for  the 
remainder  of  the  afternoon.  These  in- 
cluded reports  on  right-wing  groups, 
self-defence  demonstrations  and  assess- 
ments of  potential  allies  in  the  fight 
against  the  right.  A  common  complaint 
was  that  not  enough  time  had  been  al- 
lotted for  these  discussions. 

The  women's  workshop  on  political 
action  produced  signs  that  the  apathy  of 
the  lesbian  community  is  coming  to  an 
end.  Plans  were  made  for  a  further 
meeting  to  create  an  umbrella  organiza- 
tion which  will  unite  lesbians  now  scat- 
tered in  other  social  protest  groups,  and 
to  discuss  the  absence  of  social  spaces 
for  lesbians  in  Toronto.  The  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  May  9  at  noon  at  the  519 
Church  Street  Community  Centre. 

KenPopertD 
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How  the  NDP  helped  Premier  Davis  outdo  Genghis  Kahn 


Sticking  with  the  Tories  until  1984 


TORONTO  —  "The  Tories  have  ruled 
the  province  of  Ontario  twice  as  long  as 
Genghis  Khan  ran  the  entire  Mongol 
world"  observed  Toronto  Star  writer 
Val  Sears  in  an  analysis  of  Premier  Bill 
Davis's  "big  blue  machine."  For  63  of 
the  last  100  years,  to  be  precise,  and 
without  a  break  since  1943. 

Since  Sears' s  article  appeared,  Davis 
has  won  an  election  and  a  majority 
the  seats  in  Queen's  Park. 

When  the  Ontario  Progressive  Con- 
servatives began  their  37  consecutive 
years  of  government,  they  did  it  by 
defeating  Liberal  Mitchell  Hepburn. 
And  they  did  it  partly  by  whipping  up 
bigotry.  In  1943  it  was  against  Catholics 

—  it  seems  Hepburn  made  the  mistake 
of  giving  them  a  greater  share  of  the 
government's  education  budget.  "Tories 
have  always  put  together  an  unholy 
melange.  Now  it's  anti-gay  and  anti- 
French,"  New  Democratic  Party  MLA 
Donald  McDonald  told  Sears. 

The  NDP  did  badly  in  the  March  19 
election.  The  party  lost  12  seats,  drop- 
ping to  a  total  of  only  21  representatives 
at  Queen's  Park,  and  there  seems  little 
doubt  that  the  way  party  leadership 
handled  "the  gay  issue"  contributed  to 
that  poor  showing. 

Party  leader  Michael  Cassidy  had  to 
fight  to  hold  his  seat  in  Ottawa  Centre 

—  an  urban  riding  with  a  relatively  large 
number  of  gay  voters.  His  margin  of 
victory  dropped  from  2,800  in  1977  to 
only  800  this  time,  and  one  of  the  most 
common  questions  NDP  canvassers 
faced  concerned  Cassidy's  position  on  a 
sexual  orientation  amendment  to  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

The  party's  recent  backtracking  on 
support  for  that  amendment  had  been 
well  publicized,  and  may  have  cost  the 
NDP  member  for  Windsor-Sandwich  his 
seat.  Ted  Bounsall  lost  by  only  74  votes, 
and  the  assessment  of  gay  activists  in 
the  Windsor  area  is  that  Bounsall  lost 
both  votes  and  campaign  workers 
because  of  his  party's  stand. 

The  NDP  dropped  five  of  those  12 
lost  seats  in  Metropolitan  Toronto, 
where  it  faced  attacks  both  from  within 
the  gay  community  and  from  the  anti- 
gay  right. 

Groups  like  Positive  Parents  almost 
certainly  accounted  for  the  loss  of  the 
NDP  stronghold  of  Parkdale.  Jan 
Dukszta  lost  by  900  votes  to  Liberal 
(and  right-wing  alderman)  Tony 
Ruprecht.  "In  the  last  week  there  was  a 
noticeable  falling  away  of  support," 
Dukszta  told  TBP.  "We  were  hit  with 
the  biggest  batch  of  hate  literature  the 
Saturday  morning  before  the  election. 
We  had  a  number  of  reports  of 
Ruprecht  himself  showing  constituents 
the  Positive  Parents'  Homosexuality 
Fact  Sheet,  or  telling  NDP  supporters 
they  had  a  sign  'for  the  homosexual 
party.'  There  was  a  mini-tide  against  the 
NDP  this  election.  Without  the  anti-gay 
thing,  I  might  have  survived  it." 

Dukszta  and  some  other  NDP  can- 
didates under  attack  circulated  material 
of  their  own,  but  they  simply  character- 
ized the  hate  literature  as  such  and 
didn't  deal  with  the  substance  of  it. 
Dukszta  now  says  that  may  have  been  a 
tactical  error. 

The  riding  of  St  George  includes 
much  of  what  has  come  to  be  known  as 
Toronto's  gay  ghetto,  and  the  NDP  elec- 
tion machine  there  was  seriously  affect- 
ed by  gay  community  dissatisfaction 
with  the  party.  St  George  Riding  Asso- 


Out-gay-mg  the  gay  candidate:  triumphant  Tory  Susan  Fish  embraces  defeated  George  Hislop 


cation  president  John  Goyeau  thought 
the  loss  of  funders  and  campaign 
workers  serious  enough  to  report  to  the 
NDP  provincial  office.  "They  told  me 
there  was  nothing  they  could  do  about 
it,"  Goyeau  told  TBP,  "it  was  happen- 
ing all  over  the  province." 

St  George  was  an  interesting  riding  to 
watch  election  night.  Retiring  Liberal 
Margaret  Campbell  had  been  gay-sup- 
portive for  years,  openly  gay  members 
of  both  the  Liberal  party  and  the  NDP 
sought  party  nominations,  gay  commu- 
nity activist  George  Hislop  ran  as  an 
independent,  and  candidates  for  all 
three  major  parties  indicated  their  sup- 
port for  a  sexual  orientation  amend- 
ment to  the  provincial  human  rights 


code  —  "out-gay-ing  the  gay 
candidate,"  as  Hislop  described  it. 

Conservative  Susan  Fish  won  handily 
with  more  than  12,000  votes  (St  George 
had  been  a  Tory  riding  for  30  years 
before  renegade  Tory  Margaret  Camp- 
bell won  it  for  the  Liberals),  and  is  on 
record  both  before  and  after  the  elec- 
tion as  intending  to  seek  human  rights 
protection  for  gay  people  despite  her 
party's  position.  No  one,  however,  is 
holding  their  breath. 

Two  thousand,  six  hundred  people 
voted  for  George  Hislop  —  rather  fewer 
than  the  15%  of  the  electorate  he 
needed  to  qualify  for  a  government 
rebate  on  campaign  expenses. 

A  combination  of  Liberal  McLeod's 


(7600)  and  New  Democrat  Leckie's 
(4600)  votes  would  ha\e  just  defeated 
Fish.  Hislop's  total  vote  could  not  have 
affected  the  outcome  of  the  race  one 
way  or  the  other.  A  cursory  comparison 
of  this  election's  totals  with  1977  shows 
that  Fish  picked  up  about  as  many  as 
the  Liberals  lost  and  the  NDP  lost  about 
as  many  as  Hislop  picked  up. 

Gay  people  in  Windsor,  Hamilton, 
Guelph,  Thunder  Bay,  Waterloo  and 
Niagara  Falls  queried  candidates  about 
gay  rights.  Gays  of  Ottawa  surveyed 
area  candidates  on  gay-related  issues 
and  circulated  the  results  in  English  and 
French.  The  survey  got  extensive  cover- 
age in  the  Ottawa  Citizen. 

The  gay  community's  dissatisfaction 
with  matters  electoral  was  mirrored 
across  the  province.  The  massive 
"swing  to  the  right"  that  the  press 
trumpeted  had  the  support  of  fewer 
than  half  of  Ontario's  eligible  voters. 

This  is  not  to  minimize  the  danger 
posed  by  the  radical  right.  The  funda- 
mentalist anti-gay  organization 
Renaissance  International  endorsed 
four  candidates  —  all  of  them  Liberals 

—  before  the  election,  but  they  clearly 
intend  to  move  the  Tories  further  to  the 
right.  A  full-page  ad  appeared  in  the 
Toronto  Star  March  28  in  which 
Renaissance  expressed  its  gratitude  "for 
the  turning  of  the  tide  of  permissive- 
ness." Renaissance  congratulated  Davis 
on  his  victory,  and  appealed  to  the 
Ontario  PCs  to  maintain  their  tradi- 
tional anti-abortion  and  anti-gay  posi- 
tions during  debate  on  the  Constitution 
and  the  Charter  of  Rights. 

Bill  Davis,  during  the  course  of  the 
campaign,  got  away  with  stronger  "law 
and  order"  and  "pro-family"  state- 
ments than  most  politicians  have  been 
able  to  for  some  time.  Those  who  think 
the  Tories  will  lay  off  gay  harassment 
now  that  abusing  us  has  helped  them  get 
their  majority  in  the  legislature  would 
do  well  to  think  again.  The  Tories  owe  a 
political  debt  to  the  anti-gay  right,  and 
queer-bashing  —  literal  and  figurative 

—  has  proven  to  be  a  useful  distraction 
for  dissatisfied  constituents. 

There  is  no  reason  to  think  that  the 
real  issues  the  big  blue  machine  was  able 
to  bury  in  this  campaign  —  the  social 
and  economic  decay  of  Ontario  —  will 
go  away  as  we  herald  1984  under  the 
leadership  of  Bill  Davis. 

Chris  BearchellD 


Overkill:  victim  number  seven? 


TORONTO  —  On  March  1,  1981,  the 
brutally  stabbed  body  of  Marlon  McCrae 
was  discovered  in  a  pool  of  blood  in  the 
underground  parking  lot  of  the  expensive 
apartment  building  where  he  lived. 

Earlier  that  same  evening,  McRae  had 
run  into  some  friends  at  Crispin's  Res- 
taurant and  joined  them  for  dinner. 
Later,  he  crossed  over  to  Buddy's  Back- 
room Bar,  and  at  some  point  during  the 
evening  left  either  alone  or  with  someone. 

McCrae's  neighbours  now  say  that  he 
was  so  discreet  that  no  one  had  ever 
noticed  men  entering  or  leaving  his  apart- 
ment. But  Marlon  McCrac  met  someone 
that  night  and  brought  him  home. 
Evidence  in  the  apartment  indicates  that 
McCrae  had  .sex  on  the  night  he  died. 

After  sex,  Marlon  accompanied  his 
guest  to  the  parking  lot,  perhaps  to  drive 
the  man  back  downtown,  perhaps 
because  he  was  forced  to.  The  assailant 
used  a  large  knife.  The  stab  wounds  in 
the  neck  and  abdomen  were  "multiple, 
and  with  forceful  penetration,"  forceful 
enough  to  penetrate  bone.  McCrac  died 
at  the  hantis  of  someone  who  was  either 


very  strong  or  very  angry.  His  body  was 
found  by  another  resident  of  the  building 
on  his  way  to  work  at  4:(X)  am. 

McCrae's  car  was  found  the  next  day 
parked  in  front  of  the  Catholic  Children's 
Aid  Society  on  Maitland  Street,  in  the 
heart  of  Toronto's  gay  "ghetto." 

The  police  have  been  generally  uncoop- 
erative in  keeping  TAP  informed  of 
developments.  Sergeant  Dicks  of  the 
Homicide  Squad  claims  to  have  5  men  on 
the  case,  working  8-hour  shifts  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day.  Officers  are  canvassing 
homes  and  bars  in  the  area,  showing 
people  a  photograph  of  McCrae  and  ask- 
ing for  information. 

Police  admit  they  are  having  difficulty 
obtaining  information.  People  in  the  gay 
community  seem  reluctant  to  approach 
the  police,  "perhaps  because  of  the  bath 
raids."  Having  exhausted  almost  all  their 
own  leads.  Sergeant  Dicks  says  they 
might  be  ready  to  go  to  the  press  for  help 
"sometime  next  week." 

Police  claim  that  no  composite  drawing 
of  a  suspect  is  available.  Reports  that  a 
composite  was  in  fact  hunj:  in  the  waiters' 


area  at  the  St  Charles  Ta\ern  remain 
unconfirmed. 

But  it  is  known  that  police  have 
resurrected  their  file  on  the  unsolved 
murder  of  Duncan  Robinson.  Robinson 
was  also  brutally  stabbed  to  death,  on 
November  26,  1978.  A  composite  of  the 
suspected  murderer  was  made  in  that 
case,  and  a  reward  has  been  offered  for 
information  leading  to  the  killer's  arrest. 
When  asked  if  the  two  cases  are  con- 
nected, Dicks  said,  "We  have  our  own 
theories." 

The  murders  of  five  other  Toronto  gay 
men  over  the  past  six  years  are  also  un- 
solved. The  deaths  of  Harold  Walkley, 
James  Taylor,  James  Kennedy,  Brian 
Latocki  and  Sandy  Leblanc  shared  a 
similar  element  —  overkill.  The  victims 
were  slabbed  many  times.  Two  also  had 
their  heads  beaten  in.  In  three  of  the  un- 
solved deaths,  the  victim  \^as  last  seen 
leaving  the  St  Charles  Tavern  on  Yonge 
Street. 

Anyone  having  any  information  which 
might  lead  to  the  arrest  or  conviction  of 
the  murderer  of  these  seven  men  should 
call  Sgt  Dicks  at  (416)  %7-2375  or  speak 
to  someone  in  the  gay  community  who  is 
in  a  safe  position  to  go  to  the  police. 

Kdhin  Mard> 
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THE  MAD 
MARKET 


A  used-goods  store  (non-profit) 
run  by  a  self-help  group  of 
ex-psychiatric  patients. 

Great  deals  on  furniture, 
appliances,  clothes,  books,  etc. 

We  need  your  donations.  Please 
call  for  a  pick-up. 

Tuesday-Saturday,  9:30-6:00 
754  Queen  Street  West.  Toronto 
363-9807 


Phone  964-9671  Noon  to  7  pm 

SARAH  SHRIGLEY.C.E. 

Permanent  hair  removal 

using  electrolysis, 

thermolysis  or  the  blend. 

Body  hair  removal  by  waxing. 

FREE  CONSULTATION 

Treatments  in  private. 

Men  &  women  welcome. 

"Across  from  the 
Wellesley  subway  stop" 

2nd  floor  29WellesleySt  E 

The  Midtown  Clinic  Toronto,  Ontario 


LIGHTHOUSE  COURT 

An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments, 
guesthouse,  cottage  with  private  guest  accom- 
modations, health  club,  and  pool. 
Across  from  the  Hemingway  House 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  Fl.  33040 
(305)294-9588 


Outrageous! 

One  look  at  Lipstick  and  you  know  that 

Toronto  the  Good  has  gone  baaaad.  Shocking 

pink  walls  and  shiny  black  furniture.  Art  on 

the  walls  you  can  actually  buy.  Waiters  who 

smile  despite  the  pain  of  their  safety  pins. 

Music  that  sneaks  up  on  you  and  gets  into 

your  head.  And  a  crowd  around  you  dressed 

for  opening  night  at  the  roller  derby. 

But  beneath  Lipstick's  glitter  and 

glamour  is  a  really  decent  little  restaurant. 

Big,  beautiful  burgers.  Zesty  desserts.  Super 

coffee.  Fine  house  wines  and  a  full  bar.  And 

all  remarkably  cheap.  The  action  starts  at 

5  p.m.  and  goes  on  til  3  on  weeknights 

and  6  on  weekends.  So  come  see  us  soon. 

Be  a  little  bit  outrageous  yourself. 


The  late,  great  caf^  bar. 

Weeknights  til  3.  Weekends  til  6. 

580  Parliament  Street,  south  of  Wellesley. 

922-6655. 


hc§^:U^ 


Heteros:  sick  or  perverted? 

MONTREAL  —  More  than  425  people 
took  part  March  28-29  in  the  Second 
Quebec  Symposium  on  HomosexuaHty. 
Opened  by  Francine  Fournier,  the  act- 
ing president  of  the  Quebec  human 
rights  commission,  the  annual  gathering 
was  sponsored  by  the  Service  d'educa- 
tion  et  de  consultation  sur  I'homo- 
sexualite. 

The  Symposium's  theme,  "Views  and 
Experiences  on  Homosexualities,"  at- 
tracted gay  and  straight  professionals  in 
the  field  of  psychology,  medicine,  social 
work,  criminology  and  law. 

Workshop  topics  ranged  from  Shiatsu 
to  "Heterosexuality:  Sickness  or  Perver- 
sion?", and  from  gay  activism  to  homo- 
sexuality in  New  France.  Jean 
Baillargeon,  president  of  the  Quebec 
press  council,  participated  in  a  round- 
table  discussion  on  the  treatment  of 
homosexuality  in  the  media. 

Stuart  Russell  D 

Board  denies  compensation 

TORONTO  —  The  widow  of  a  homo- 
sexual slain  by  a  male  youth  has  had  her 
application  for  financial  assistance  re- 
jected by  the  Criminal  Injuries  Compen- 
sation Board. 

In  February  1978,  her  husband, 
Donald  Rochester,  was  shot  with  his 
own  gun  by  Leon  Savage  after  an  argu- 
ment during  which  Rochester  had 
allegedly  threatened  the  boy  for  refusing 
to  perform  certain  sexual  acts. 

Citing  the  Compensation  for  Victims 
of  Crime  Act,  the  board  decided  that 
the  victim  had  "directly  or  indirectly 
contributed  to  his...  death"  through  his 
illegal  behaviour. 

Elinor  MahoneyD 

Cops  iiave  sex  too 

WINNIPEG  —  Constable  James 
Norman  Hanson,  former  president  of 
the  Winnipeg  Police  Association,  has 
been  charged  with  gross  indecency  and 
contributing  to  juvenile  delinquency. 
The  charges  involve  a  17-year-old 
youth.  Hanson  has  been  suspended 
without  pay. 

Dancin'  those  blues  away 

TORONTO  —  The  Gay  Community 
Dance  Committee,  a  novel  approach  in 
community  fund-raising,  attracted  125 
people  to  its  first  dance  March  28. 
Representatives  of  six  non-profit  groups 
participated,  proceeds  to  be  distributed 
to  groups  according  to  work  done  and 
number  of  tickets  sold. 

Go  tell  it  on  tlie  mountain 

CAMBRIDGE,  UK  —  British  scientist 
Philip  Judson  is  organizing  the  first  all- 
gay  mountaineering  expedition  to  the 
Himalayas.  He  plans  to  set  up  a  base 
camp  in  November  at  5,400  metres  for 
the  four-week  trek. 

The  aim  of  the  climb,  according  to 
Judson,  is  to  show  that  gays  "are  not 
necessarily  delicate  flowers  imbibing 
pink  gins  and  talking  about  opera  and 
ballet." 

"Delicate  question"  for  Ryan 

SHERBROOKE  —  Quebec  Liberal 
Leader  Claude  Ryan  said  recently  that 
"I'm  not  favourable  to  the  concept  of 
homosexuality,  but  it's  an  extremely 
delicate  question." 

He  noted,  however,  that  discrimina- 
tion on  grounds  of  sexual  orientation  is 
in  contravention  of  Quebec's  human 
rights  charter.  Homosexuality  is  a 
phenomenon,  he  said,  "that  Quebeck- 


ers  have  to  live  with  —  we  have  to 
respect  the  rights  of  others." 

Halifax  gay  youth  unite 

HALIFAX  —  A  group  of  young  people 
met  in  Halifax  April  1  to  form  the  Gay 
Youth  Society  of  Halifax.  One  of  the 
main  objectives  of  the  group  is  to  work 
towards  establishing  a  meeting  place  for 
gay  youth.  For  further  information, 
write  c/o  PO  Box  276,  Station  M, 
HaHfax,  NS  B3J  2N7. 

Justice  once  a  month 

HARROW,  ON  —  A  new  gay 
magazine,  the  International  Justice 
Monthly,  published  its  first  issue  in 
March.  Subs  are  $7.00  per  year  c/o  IJM, 
RR  4,  Harrow,  ON  NOR  IGO. 

Cardinal  disowns  pro-lifers 

TORONTO  —  Gerald  Emmett  Cardinal 
Carter's  disapproval  of  the  Campaign 
Life  anti-abortion  lobby  may  have 
arisen  because  the  group  was  part  of  a 
controversial  pro-life,  anti-homosexual 
rally,  according  to  speculation  in  the 
Toronto  Sun. 

Carter  denounced  Campaign  Life  tac- 
tics and  asked  parish  priests  to  sever  ties 
with  the  group  in  an  article  in  the  April 
4  issue  of  the  Catholic  Register. 

Campaign  Life  had  been  part  of  an 
anti-gay  "Canada  in  Crisis"  rally  held 
at  Massey  Hall  March  7. 

Compiled  by  Eric  WalbergD 


Judge  urged  to  re-open  trial 

TORONTO  —  County  Court  Judge 
George  Ferguson  has  been  urged  to  re- 
open the  case  of  two  men  recently 
found  guilty  of  indecently  assaulting 
and  forcibly  confining  a  16-year-old 
youth. 

Judge  Ferguson  was  to  have  sen- 
tenced Roy  Stanley  Williams  and  Bruce. 
Joseph  Tearse  April  6.  However, 
defence  lawyer  Ken  Danson  presented 
arguments  that  the  trial  be  re-opened  on 
the  grounds  that  he  had  found  new  wit- 
nesses who  were  prepared  to  testify  that 
the  victim  was  in  fact  a  "street  hustler," 
and  may  have  consented  to  enter  the 
Sherbourne  St  apartment  where  the 
assaults  allegedly  took  place. 

The  two  men  had  been  convicted  on 
the  charges  February  26.  A  third  man, 
Basil  James  Madden,  had  been  sen- 
tenced to  six  years  in  prison  February  13 
after  pleading  guilty  to  charges  arising 
from  the  same  incident. 

Hot  Tub  conviction  upheld 

TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Court  of 
Appeal  has  upheld  the  conviction  of 
businessman  Neil  Davies  on  charges  of 
keeping  a  common  bawdy  house.  He 
was  one  of  those  charged  after  the 
October  1979  police  raid.on  the  Hot 
Tub  Club. 

Davies  had  appealed  last  September's 
conviction,  which  carried  a  $2,000  fine. 
Much  of  the  evidence  which  led  to  the 
conviction  had  been  obtained  by  wire- 
taps, which  Davies  contended  were 
unlawfully  carried  out.  The  appeal 
court,  however,  ruled  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  this  was  so. 

In  all,  some  60  charges  were  laid  after 
police  raided  the  Hot  Tub  Club  and  a 
number  of  Toronto  homes. 

Compiled  by  Bill  LoosD 


Washroom  warning 

The  number  of  arresls  in  the  following  washrooms 
suggests  thai  they  are  not  the  safest  places  for  cruis- 
ing: The  washrooms  in  the  Islington  and  Kipling 
subway  stations  and  the  washroom  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  Bay  at  Vonge  and  Bloor. 
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Age-of-consent  revisions  to  Code 
may  get  second  reading  soon 


OTTAWA  —  When  Parliament  recon- 
vened in  January  of  this  year,  Justice 
Minister  Jean  Chretien  introduced  pro- 
posals for  major  revisions  to  the 
Criminal  Code.  Bill  C53  will  be  exam- 
ined by  the  Justice  Committee  before  it 
goes  to  second  reading,  which  may  be  as 
soon  as  May  but  will  most  likely  be 
early  in  the  fall. 

Chretien's  reform  package  is  a 
response  to  the  Law  Reform  Commis- 
sion's 1978  Report  on  Sexual  Offences. 
Although  Bill  C53  ignores  the  commis- 
sion's recommendation  to  do  away  with 
the  undefined  offence  of  gross  indecen- 
cy (applied  most  often  to  homosexual 
sex  acts),  the  law  would  no  longer 
penalize  acts  committed  in  private 
among  any  number  of  consenting  peo- 
ple over  the  age  of  18.  The  word 
"private,"  however,  remains  as  ill- 
defined  as  in  the  present  Code. 

Another  undefined  offence,  sexual 
misconduct,  would  be  added  to  the 
Code.  Soliciting  and  bawdy  house  laws 
would  remain  unchanged.  The  offence 
of  incest  would  be  retained,  again  con- 
trary to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Law  Reform  Commission. 

The  proposals  would  also  introduce 
the  concept  of  "laddering"  into  Cana- 
dian criminal  law.  Thus,  a  person  could 
not  be  found  guilty  of  sexual  miscon- 
duct with  someone  under  16  if  she  or  he 
was  less  than  three  years  older  than  the 
younger  person. 

The  offence  of  rape  would  be  abol- 
ished and  replaced  with  the  more  in- 
clusive charge  of  sexual  assault. 
Furthermore,  the  new  bill  would  abolish 
spousal  immunity,  so  that  a  husband 
could  be  charged  with  sexual  assault  or 
aggravated  sexual  assault  for  forcing  his 
wife  to  have  sex. 

Finally,  the  bill  would  introduce 
special  offences  and  penalties  for  those 
involved  in  the  production,  distribution 
or  sale  of  sexually  explicit  material 
depicting  people  who  are,  or  appear  to 
be,  under  16  years  of  age. 

A  number  of  Toronto-based  organi- 
zations are  examining  the  proposed 
Criminal  Code  reforms,  including  the 
Gay  Academic  Union,  the  Canadian 
Association  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men, 
and  the  Legal  Co-ordinating  Committee 


of  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee. 
Other  organizations  and  individuals 
concerned  about  the  laws  affected  by 
Bill  C53  should  contact  these  groups 
(see  addresses  on  pages  34  and  35).  The 
Law  Reform  Commission's  report  may 
be  had  by  writing  to  130  Albert  Street, 
7th  fioor,  Ottawa,  ON  KIA  0L6.  A 
government  information  package  on 
Bill  C53  is  available  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice,  Information  Services, 
Ottawa,  ON  KIA  0H8.D 

FUSE  flouts  censor, 
plans  to  show  tapes 

TORONTO  —  FUSE,  a  Toronto-based 
arts  magazine,  has  decided  to  go  ahead 
with  an  exhibit  of  recent  community- 
produced  video  documentaries  despite 
possible  legal  action  by  the  Ontario 
Censor  Board. 

The  three-day  video  exhibition,  "Less 
Medium,  More  Message,"  was  original- 
ly planned  for  private  screenings  March 
9-11,  and  was  to  include  a  British  pro- 
duction. Nothing  Personal,  which 
focused  on  the  Uves  of  six  gay  men.  It 
was  postponed  when  the  censor  board 
determined  it  was  a  public  exhibit  and 


therefore  under  its  jurisdiction.  FUSE 
maintained  it  was  a  private  display  of 
interest  only  to  specific  groups.  The 
magazine's  publishers  subsequently 
took  the  board  to  court  to  determine 
what  constituted  a  public  showing. 
However,  the  Attorney  General's  office 
filed  a  countersuit  on  technical  matters 
and  asked  for  an  adjournment. 

Rather  than  go  through  the  expense 
and  time  of  an  adjournment  and  trial 
on  merely  technicjil  matters,  the  maga- 
zine decided  to  go  ahead  with  the  show- 
ing. When  asked  about  the  possibility  of 
charges  being  laid,  spokesperson  Lisa 
Steele  said  the  chance  must  be  taken 
since  "the  issue  has  to  be  pushed." 

The  showing  is  now  scheduled  for  the 
end  of  April  and  invitations  are  being 
sent  to  various  concerned  groups.  The 
specific  location  and  dates  are  not  being 
released  for  print  so  that  it  will  remain  a 
private  exhibition,  by  the  standards  of 
FUSE  magEizine,  if  not  those  of  the  cen- 
sor board.  However,  further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  phoning 
(416)  967-9309. 

Brenda  SteigerD 

Groups  ask  Bedard 
to  right  rights  charter 

MONTREAL  —  A  coalition  of  gay  and 
progressive  organizations  met  with 
Quebec  Justice  Minister  Marc  Andre 
Bedard  March  5  to  demand  the  repeal 


of  section  97  of  the  Quebec  charter  of 
rights  and  freedoms. 

Although  Quebec's  rights  charter  is 
the  most  progressive  in  Canada,  and  is 
the  only  legislation  in  the  country  which 
protects  gay  people  from  discrimina- 
tion, it  does  contain  an  exemption 
clause  in  section  97.  That  section  per- 
mits discriminatory  practices  on  the 
grounds  of  sex,  sexual  orientation  and 
physical  handicap  in  the  administration 
of  pension  plans,  insurance  policies  and 
other  social  insurance  plans. 

The  coalition  was  established  last  year 
by  the  Provincial  Association  of  Protes- 
tant Teachers,  the  Centrale  de  I'enseign- 
ment  du  Quebec,  the  Confederation  of 
National  Trade  Unions,  the  Federation 
des  femmes  du  Quebec,  Au  bas  de  I'ech- 
elle  and  the  Assocation  pour  les  droits 
de  la  communaute  gaie  du  Quebec. 

Bedard  told  the  coalition  this  was  not 
the  time  to  repeal  the  provision,  and 
suggested  waiting  until  next  fall  when 
the  Commission  des  droits  de  la  per- 
sonne  du  Quebec  (Quebec  human  rights 
commission)  will  present  its  "affir- 
mative action"  programmes  to  a  parHa- 
mentary  commission.  At  this  time, 
Bedard  said,  submissions  could  be  made 
to  the  commission  regarding  other 
aspects  of  the  charter. 

The  coalition  was  not  satisfied  with 
Bedard's  response,  and  will  continue  to 
pressure  the  government  for  repeal  of 
the  section. 

Stuart  Russell  C 


DSO:  facing  an  endless  jail  sentence 


George  Milne  is  a  41-year-old  man  serv- 
ing an  indeterminate  sentence  in  a 
Canadian  penitentiary  for  sex-related 
crimes.  He  has  been  classified  as  a 
Dangerous  Sexual  Offender  (DSO),  but 
is  appealing  this  status  to  the  British 
Columbia  Court  of  Appeal.  The  case 
will  be  heard  May  20. 

If  Milne  loses  his  appeal,  he  could 
spend  up  to  20  years  in  prison.  If  he 
wins,  he  still  faces  a  maximum  sentence 
of  five  years  for  gross  indecency,  but 
would  no  longer  be  classified  as  a  DSO. 

The  information  presented  below  was 
supplied  by  Richard  B  Brial,  the  lawyer 
handling  his  appeal.  We  oppose  the 
Dangerous  Sexual  Offender  legislation, 
and  encourage  support  for  Milne 's  case. 

George  Milne  is  a  prisoner  in  the  Mat- 
squi  Federal  Penitentiary  in  Abbots- 
ford,  BC.  He  has  been  in  jail  since 


February  1979,  when  he  was  arrested  at 
his  home  in  Kelowna  BC  on  five  charges 
of  gross  indecency  with  males  under  the 
age  of  19  years,  and  five  additional 
charges  of  indecent  assault  against  the 
same  men.  During  his  trial,  the  Crown 
dropped  the  indecent  assault  charges 
because  there  was  no  evidence  of  force, 
violence  or  coercion.  After  a  lengthy 
hearing,  however,  Milne  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  gross  indecency  charges.  It  was 
his  second  conviction  —  he  had  gone  to 
jail  13  years  earlier  after  being  convicted 
of  indecent  assault. 

The  Crown  then  applied  to  have 
Milne  declared  a  DSO.  The  application 
was  granted  in  September  1979. 

DSOs  are  sentenced  for  an  indeter- 
minate period  rather  than  a  specific 
length  of  time.  In  theory,  they  must  be 
rehabilitated  before  they  can  be  releas- 


Focus  on  The  Barracks:  More  than  200  people  turned  out  April  2  for  a  show  of  solidarity  with  the  defendants  in  The  Barracks 
case,  and  for  an  evening  of  entertainment  by  gay  and  gay-supportive  men  and  women. 

The  evening  featured  several  works  by  Toronto  performance  artists:  "90%  Baloney"  by  John  Greyson,  David  Roche's  "Dirt 
is  my  Profession,  "and  "MMagine"  by  David  Smith.  Krisantha  Sri  Bhaggiyadatta  read  a  poem,  and  there  was  live  music  by 
Kadabra.  Lim  (photo  below)  danced  a  piece  he  choreographed  himself  called  "Never  Again.  " 


ed,  and  usually  spend  many  years  in 
prison.  In  Milne's  case,  it  means  he 
must  demonstrate  he  can  control  his 
sexual  attraction  to  men  under  19  years 
of  age  (at  least  until  the  law  changes). 
However,  as  he  wrote  to  one  of  the 
boys,  "What  it  really  means  is  they  keep 
you  in  jail  until  you  are  too  old  to  do 
anything."  As  well,  most  DSOs  are  sub- 
jected to  psychiatric  rehabilitation,  but 
so  far  Milne  has  resisted,  fearing  heavy 
drug  treatments.  His  lawyers  have  ar- 
ranged for  him  to  be  assessed  by  a  psy- 
chiatrist at  Simon  Fraser  University 
noted  for  his  progressive,  non-abusive 
treatment  programme. 

Milne  is  willing  to  be  treated  if  that's 
necessary  to  convince  the  authorities  he 
can  be  rehabilitated.  He  will  not  admit 
that  his  relationships  were  predatory  or 
exploitative,  however.  Like  many  DSOs 
convicted  of  sexual  offences  with 
younger  men,  Milne's  relationships  were 
based  on  friendship  as  well  as  sexual  in- 
terest. He  was  a  confidante  to  many  of 
these  young  men,  and  spent  a  great  deal 
of  time  socializing  with  them,  driving 
them  around  and  working  on  their  cars. 

During  trial,  the  boys  testified  that 
they  had  consented  to  and  were  willing 
participants  in  any  sexual  activity.  Even 
the  judge  who  sentenced  Milne  des- 
cribed him  as  a  gentle,  non-coercive  in- 
dividual who  was  mild  and  insecure. 

George  Milne  would  appreciate  any 
moral  and  financial  support  he  can  get. 
Legal  fees  and  court  costs  have  drained 
his  resources,  and  he  has  had  to  sell  all 
his  household  goods  and  mechanical 
equipment  to  pay  expenses. 

Contributions  can  be  made  to  Sun. 
Palcrson  and  Brail  in  trust.  Barristers 
and  Solicitors.  207  West  Hastings  St. 
No.  1400.  Vancouver.  BC.  Attn:  Richard 
Brail.  Anyone  wishing  to  contact  Milne 
can  write  to  Box  4000.  1031  .-Xbbots- 
ford.  BC  V2S  4P3.  For  further  informa- 
tion on  the  case,  contact  Milne's  friend 
Norm  Smith,  who  is  coordinating 
efforts  to  help  George,  c/o  Box  4361 , 
MK).  Vancouver.  BC; 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/15 


The  Wbrld 


Two-year  term  for  PIE  defendant 


LONDON  —  Tom  O'Carroll,  ex- 
chairman  of  the  Paedophile  In- 
formation Exchange  (PIE),  has 
been  found  guilty  on  charges  of 
conspiracy  to  corrupt  public 
morals  and  sentenced  to  two  years  in 
prison.  It  now  seems  unlikely  that 
O'Carroll  will  attempt  to  appeal  the 
decision  since  such  a  move  could  result 
in  an  even  harsher  sentence. 

In  January,  a  jury  acquitted  three 
other  defendants  on  the  more  serious 
charge  of  "incitement  to  have  sex  with 
children,"  but  was  unable  to  reach  a 
verdict  in  O'Carroll's  case  on  either  of 
the  two  conspiracy  sections.  A  second 
trial  was  therefore  ordered  which  began 
March  5. 

The  conspiracy  charges  arose  from 
the  pubUcation  of  a  contact  page  in 
pie's  magazine  Magpie  from  1976  to 
1978. 

Much  of  the  news  coverage  of  the  se- 
cond PIE  trial  focused  on  the  crown's 
attempt  to  cover  up  the  involvement  of 
former  British  High  Commissioner  to 
Canada,  Sir  Peter  Hayman.  Police 
investigators  uncovered  Hayman's 
membership  in  PIE,  and  his  name  was 
leaked  to  the  gutter  press.  A  Conserva- 
tive MP  finally  revealed  Hayman's  PIE 
connections. 

In  spite  of  the  sensationalized  anti- 
pedophile  reports  in  the  press  and  the 
hounding  of  PIE  members,  Steven 
Adrian,  present  chairperson  of  the  or- 
ganization, announced  the  group  had 
"made  no  decision  to  discontinue."  A 
new  issue  of  Magpie  is  to  be  published 
in  the  next  two  weeks. 

The  verdict  drew  criticism  from  Mike 
Glazer,  spokesperson  for  a  London  gay 
legal  advice  centre.  "That  someone  goes 
to  prison  just  for  advocating  something 
is  disgusting.  The  jury  seems  to  have 
given  the  authority  to  the  poUce  to  come 
down  on  anybody  who  doesn't  con- 
form," he  said. 

The  collective  which  publishes  Gay 
Noise  has  taken  the  initiative  to  set  up  a 
"Free  Tom  O'Carroll  Now  Commit- 
tee." Besides  demanding  O'Carroll's 
immediate  release,  the  group  will  sup- 
port the  right  of  people  to  discuss  child 
sexu£dity,  and  the  right  of  pedophiles  to 
organize.  It  will  also  call  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  conspiracy  laws. 

The  publicity  around  the  PIE  case  has 
helped  keep  pedophilia  a  prominent  is- 
sue in  the  European  gay  movement.  A 
few  months  before  the  trial,  Barcelona's 
Lambda  Institute  published  a  new  book 
entitled  Documents  on  Homosexual 
Pedophilia.  The  book  focuses  on  the 
trial  of  The  Body  Politic  over  the  pub- 
lication of  the  article  "Men  Loving 
Boys  Loving  Men,"  and  the  report  of 
the  Speijer  Commission  to  the  Dutch 
parliament  on  age-of-consent  laws.  It  is 
the  first  major  treatment  of  the  topic  in 
Spanish.  D 

Sydney  cops  hassle 
as  Feds  check  gays 

SYDNEY  —  This  city's  vice  squad  is 
continuing  its  "crackdown"  on  gay  bus- 
inesses which  began  in  February  when 
police  raided  a  downtown  bookstore, 
seizing  material  and  arresting  one  man. 
A  number  of  businesses  specializing 


in  movies,  literature  and  sex  toys  have 
been  raided  several  times  and  there  has 
also  been  increased  police  entrapment 
of  gay  men  in  these  establishments.  One 
businessman  was  charged  for  possession 
of  prohibited  articles  when  poUce  found 
he  stocked  handcuffs. 

The  raids  appear  to  have  been  or- 
dered by  the  new  vice  squad  chief.  De- 
tective Sergeant  Sheppard,  who  told  re- 
porters, "If  I  had  my  way  all  those  dis- 
gusting places  would  be  wiped  out." 

In  Canberra,  Federal  police  have 
announced  stepped-up  security  checks 


of  government  employees  suspected  of 
being  homosexual,  on  the  grounds  that 
gay  employees  are  open  to  blackmail. 
The  checks  prompted  an  angry  reaction 
from  the  country's  largest  pubUc  service 
union.  The  Administrative  and  Clerical 
Workers  Associaion. 

"One  would  think  that  the  Federal 
poHce  had  something  better  to  do  with 
their  time,"  said  the  union's  Federal 
Secretary,  Paul  Munro.  "Blackmail 
wouldn't  be  a  problem  if  the  Attorney 
General  didn't  show  such  concern  about 
such  personal  things  as  sexuality." 


Faggots  on  the  air  '  7  think  we  're  listening  to  somettiing  we  're  not  supposed  to  tiear" 


Broadcaster  faces  fine,  20  years 
for  describing  sex  lubricants 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO  —  A  gay  broad- 
caster has  been  fired  from  his  job, 
thrown  out  of  his  apartment  and  now 
faces  a  possible  $10,000  fine  and  a 
20-year  prison  sentence  —  all  for  having 
read  a  seven-minute  description  of  vari- 
ous sexual  lubricants  over  the  air  Jan- 
uary 3  during  his  weekly  programme, 
Gaydreams. 

On  February  17,  Hamilton  county 
grand  jury  convened  by  Prosecutor 
Simon  Leis  Jr  indicted  John  Zeh,  the 
35-year-old  gay  programme  host,  and 
WAIF,  Cincinnati's  listener-supported 
radio  station,  on  four  counts  of  "dis- 
seminating material  harmful  to 
juveniles." 

According  to  Leis,  four  children  of 
Cincinnati  resident  Joseph  Piatt  just 
happened  to  be  testing  their  cassette 
tape  recorders,  and  by  sheer  coincidence 
tuned  into  Zeh's  January  3  programme. 
"I  think  we're  listening  to  something 
we're  not  supposed  to  hear,"  the  eldest 
daughter  reportedly  informed  her 
father.  Piatt  complained  to  Leis's  office 
and,  following  a  brief  investigation,  the 
charges  were  laid. 

Steven  Sewell,  chief  of  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission's  (FCC) 
complaints  and  compliance  division, 
questioned  Leis's  unprecedented  deci- 
sion to  prosecute  Zeh  and  the  station. 
Under  federal  law,  radio  and  television 
are  regulated  by  the  FCC.  Many  obser- 
vers, including  the  Society  of  Profes- 
sional Journalists  and  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  have  argued  that 
Leis  clearly  overstepped  his  legal  juris- 


diction in  initiating  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion rather  than  passing  the  complaint 
to  the  FCC. 

Leis  previously  received  national  at- 
tention in  his  obscenity  prosecution  of 
Hustler  magazine  publisher  Larry  Flynt. 
His  assistant  prosecutor,  James  Ap- 
plegate,  is  also  better  known  as  the  US 
Air  Force  prosecutor  in  the  case  of  Sgt 
Leonard  Matlovich,  who  was  expelled 
from  that  service  for  being  gay.  When 
asked  why  the  station  was  included  in 
the  indictment,  Applegate  replied, 
"What  right  does  that  station  have  to 
allow  that  faggot  to  talk  to  his  people 
over  the  air?" 

Attorneys  for  Zeh  and  WAIF  claim 
that  the  case  is  a  clear  test  of  First 
Amendment  (freedom  of  speech)  rights. 
"It  is  a  form  of  intimidation;  it  is  a 
form  of  terrorism,"  said  Cincinnati 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  director 
Marsie  Robertson.  "If  this  kind  of 
indictment  sets  a  precedent,  it  could 
allow  the  local  prosecutor  of  any  county 
to  take  a  meat  ax  to  deal  with  the 
media." 

Following  his  indictment,  Zeh  was 
fired  from  his  job  as  the  editor  of  the 
community  newspaper  Colonel  Coving- 
ton 's  Chronicle.  His  landlord  also  gave 
him  30  days  to  leave  his  apartment. 
Since  there  are  no  laws  prohibiting  anti- 
gay  discrimination  in  these  jurisdictions, 
both  of  these  acts  are  legal. 

Donations  to  John  Zeh's  defence  can 
be  sent  to  the  First  Amendment  Defense 
Fund,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,. Ohio 
45219.n 


Meanwhile,  Australian  gays  are  be- 
ginning to  organize  for  the  7th  National 
Homosexual  Conference,  to  be  held  in 
Adelaide  from  August  28  to  30.  Fund- 
raising  is  underway  to  cover  the  admin- 
istration and  organizational  costs  of  the 
meeting,  and  to  subsidize  transportation 
costs  for  those  living  in  isolated  areas.  D 

Sahfador  rightists 
vow  to  wipe  out  gays 

SAN  SALVADOR  —  Several  of  the 
right-wing  terrorist  groups  supporting 
this  country's  American-backed  junta 
have  recently  unified  into  a  new  organi- 
zation called  the  Secret  Anti-Commun- 
ist Army. 

In  their  first  communique,  the  group 
vowed  to  "eliminate  leftists,  homosex- 
uals, prostitutes,  thieves  and  assassins." 

Thousands  of  Salvadorians  have  been 
murdered  by  the  government-tolerated 
death  squads  in  the  past  year.  The  un- 
popular junta  is  attempting  to  silence 
opposition  and  crush  the  guerrilla 
movement  which  is  demanding  demo- 
cratic government  and  agrarian 
reform,  n 

Greelc  gay  magazine 
wins  in  morals  case 

ATHENS  —  Amphi,  the  magazine  of 
the  Greek  gay  liberation  organizaton 
AKOE,  has  been  found  not  guilty  of 
offending  public  morals. 

The  trial,  which  began  March  4, 
heard  charges  arising  from  the  Septem- 
ber 1979  issue  of  the  magazine  which 
contained  a  sketch  of  a  male  nude 
illustrating  a  poem  by  writer  Nicos 
Spanias.  Both  the  poem  and  the  picture 
were  considered  scandalous  by  the  pub- 
lic prosecutor. 

The  case  received  widespread  atten- 
tion from  the  gay  press  across  Europe 
and  around  the  world.  It  also  helped  to 
mobilize  broad  support  for  the 
country's  fledgling  gay  movement. 

Press  reaction  to  the  verdict  was 
mixed,  with  liberal  papers  applauding 
the  victory  for  freedom  of  the  press  and 
the  conservative  publications  deploring 
the  decision.  D 

''Homosexual  acts" 
bring  death  sentence 

TEHRAN  —  Two  men  were  executed  in 
the  central  Iranian  city  of  Shiraz  last 
February  for  having  committed  homo- 
sexual acts. 

The  Shiraz  Islamic  Revolutionary 
Court  stated,  "At  a  time  when  martyr- 
dom is  the  greatest  love  and  desire  of 
the  majority  of  our  youths,  the  corrupt 
elements  should  forget  their  own  satanic 
cravings." 

The  court  was  alluding  to  the  war 
with  Iraq.  The  official  went  on  to  say 
that  society  must  "pull  out  the  roots" 
of  homosexuality. 

Some  of  the  more  bloodthirsty  Islam- 
ic court  decisions  have  even  been  criti- 
cized by  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini,  but 
the  government  still  seems  incapable  of 
exerting  its  control  over  the  more  ex- 
treme religious  fanatics.  D 
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Second  vote  may  get 
union  in  gay-run  bar 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Labour- 
management  conflict  has  broken  out  in 
the  gay  community  here  once  again,  as 
Local  2  of  the  Hotel,  Restaurant  Em- 
ployees and  Bartenders  Union  prepares 
for  a  March  3 1  union  recognition  elec- 
tion at  the  gay-owned  and  gay-staffed 
Church  Street  Station. 
A  previous  election  held  July  7  last 


Local  2  's  Mike  Koblenz:  '  'climate  of  tear ' ' 

year  saw  the  union  rejected  by  a  24  to 
16  vote.  However,  Station  owner  John 
Adinolfi  had  fired  five  key  pro-union 
workers,  including  one  union  organizer, 
prior  to  the  vote,  and  had  threatened  to 
dismiss  other  workers  "who  engaged  in 
union  activity."  As  a  result  of  these  and 
other  actions,  Local  2  filed  three  separ- 
ate charges  of  "unfair  labor  practices" 
against  Church  Street  Station.  Manage- 
ment had  created  a  "climate  of  fear," 
said  Michael  Koblenz,  gay  business 
agent  for  Local  2. 

A  National  Labor  Relations  Board 
arbitrator  resolved  the  charges  by  ar- 
ranging the  new  electon.  The  Station 
management  also  agreed  to  pay  back 
wages  to  the  pro-union  workers  who 
had  been  discharged.  D 

Democrats  to  form 
partisan  gay  group 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Delegates  will 
gather  this  June  for  the  founding  con- 
ference of  a  partisan  national  organiza- 
tion of  gay  and  lesbian  Democrats  and 
activists.  The  call  for  such  a  conference 
came  during  a  meeting  February  28 
which  brought  together  individuals 
from  areas  which  had  elected  gay  and 
lesbian  delegates  to  the  1980  Democratic 
Party  Convention. 

Invitations  to  the  June  conference 
will  be  sent  to  local  gay  Democratic  Par- 
ty clubs,  non-partisan  gay  political  ac- 
tion groups  and  the  77-member  gay  and 
lesbian  Convention  caucus.  D 

North  England  club 
wins  licence  battle 

LONDON  —  The  only  gay  bar  in  the 
town  of  Huddersfield  will  stay  open  — 
but  only  after  $17,000  in  legal  fees,  the 
surrendering  of  the  owner's  licence,  and 
a  5,500-signature  petition. 

The  Gemini  club,  which  serves  Eng- 
lish gays  in  the  West  Yorkshire  area,  was 
the  target  of  police  raids  and  charges 
over  the  last  month  designed  to  prevent 
its  liquor  and  dancing  licences  from 
being  renewed. 

Huddersfield  has  become  a  focus  of 
national  attention  as  a  result  of  a  wave 
of  police  hara.ssmenl  of  gay  men  in  the 
North  England  town.  Police  claim  to 
have  built  up  a  "big  file"  on  the  town's 
gays  after  six  months  of  intimidating  in- 
vestigation of  individuals  and  several 
raids  on  the  Gemini. 

In  order  to  save  the  club,  owner  John 


Addy  gave  up  his  licence  to  the  chair- 
person of  the  Huddersfield  Gay  Action 
Group,  a  straight  woman,  Mrs  Avril 
Barton.  Police  recently  charged  Addy 
with  having  sex  with  teenagers,  and  then 
argued  that  he  was  not  a  fit  person  to 
hold  a  licence.  A  petion  in  support  of 
the  club  was  also  instrumental  in  con- 
vincing the  judges  that  the  Gemini 
should  stay  open. 

A  move  to  have  Britain's  annual  gay 
pride  march  moved  from  London  to 
Huddersfield  this  June  was  defeated  af- 
ter heated  debate  in  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  the  Campaign  for  Homosexual 
Equality.  Plans  are  now  underway  for  a 
march  through  the  town  the  week  pre- 
ceding gay  pride  day.D 

Pentecostals  fight 
right-wing  image 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  new 

religious  task  force  opposed  to  "racism, 
sexism  and  homophobia"  within  one  of 
the  most  fundamentalist  branches  of 
Christianity  formed  early  this  year. 

According  to  director  Dr  James 
Tinny,  the  Pentecostal  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights  was  founded  in  response 
to  the  "almost  total  identification  (in 
the  public's  eye)  of  our  churches  with 
such  extremist  groups  as  the  Moral  Ma- 
jority, Christian  Voice,  and  ReUgious 
Roundtable."  Tinny  sees  the  PCHR 
playing  an  educative  role,  exposing  "the 
fascist  character  of  alliances  between 
right-wing  politics  and  conservative 
religion." 

For  further  information,  write  to 
PCHR,  Box  386,  Howard  University, 
Washington  DC  20059.0 

Homo  sex  caused  by 
'anti-white'  law:  KKK 

JONESVILLE,  MICHIGAN  —  White 
men  become  homosexuals  because 
American  law  does  not  allow  them  to 
defend  white  women  against  sexual 
attacks  from  black  men. 

Gerald  Colson,  a  38-year-old  Ku  Klux 
Klan-  and  Nazi-affiliated  candidate  for 
election  to  the  US  House  of  Representa- 
tives, believes  the  laws  he  says  protect 
black  men  cause  white  men  to  become 
irritable  and  fight  with  their  wives.  This 
leads  to  their  rejection  by  their  wives, 
Colson  argues,  and  they  are  forced  to 
seek  solace  with  each  other.  With  one 
thing  and  another,  entire  generations  of 
white  men  are  thus  converted  to  homo- 
sexuality. 

Colson,  however,  feels  the  real  prob- 
lem is  that  white  women  are  forced  to 
take  up  with  black  men  once  their  white 
mates  go  gay. 

Colson  was  speaking  during  a  recent 
Republican  primary  election.  He  won 
30%  of  the  popular  vote  in  a  contest  for 
another  Michigan  congressional  seat  last 
November.  D 

Women  want  lesbian 
in  group's  new  name 

DALLAS,  TEXAS  —  Lesbians  and 
supportive  gay  males  are  protesting  the 
refusal  of  the  Dallas  Gay  Alliance 
(DCiA)  to  include  the  term  "lesbian"  in 
its  new  official  name. 

According  to  a  report  released  by  a 
group  calling  itself  Concerned  Alliance 
Women  (CAW),  the  decison  to  exclude 
the  term  was  defended  by  IXiA  parlia- 
mentarian Mike  Williams  on  the 
grounds  that  the  word  "gay  (is)  more 
palatable  (o  our  most  important  allies" 
in  the  straight  community.  Moreover, 


the  demands  to  add  lesbian  to  the 
group's  name  were  "selfish,  self-serving 
and  divisive,"  Williams  reportedly 
charged. 

CAW  has  requested  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  to  send  lettters  protesting 
the  decision  to  the  Alliance,  PO  Box 
3501 1,  Dallas,  Texas  75235.  Copies 
should  be  sent  to  CAW  c/o  Hogan,  6014 
Lewis  Street,  Dallas,  Texas  75206.  D 

Fired  lesbian  teacher 
seeks  reinstatement 

MONS,  BELGIUM  —  A  Belgian 
teacher  who  was  in  line  for  a  promotion 
to  the  position  of  head  of  her  school  has 
been  fired  after  she  came  out  on  a 
television  programme. 

Elaine  Morissens  had  worked  at  a 
provincial  technical  school  for  23  years. 
A  provincial  body  regulating  education 
problems  fired  her  the  day  after  she  ap- 
peared on  a  public  television  show  late 
last  year  to  discuss  problems  of  lesbian 
teachers. 

The  case  has  been  taken  up  by  the 
International  Gay  Association  and  the 
Belgian  human  rights  league.  The  latter 
organization  will  represent  Morissens  in 
her  appeal  to  the  body  responsible  for 
her  firing.  Several  feminist  groups  have 
demonstrated  at  the  provincial  legisla- 
ture demanding  her  reinstatement. 

Letters  of  protest  should  be  sent  to 
Heer  President  de  Best,  Dep  Hene- 
gouwen,  13  Rue  Verte,  B-7000,  Mons, 
Belgium.  D 

Holland  to  fill  up 
with  refugee  homos? 

WELLINGTON  —  New  Zealand  les- 
bians and  gay  men  are  asking  how  to 
apply  for  refugee  status  in  the  Nether- 
lands in  the  light  of  their  government's 
continued  resistance  to  the  legalization 
of  homosexual  acts,  and  its  refusal  to 
include  sexual  orientation  in  the  coun- 


try's human  rights  code. 

The  Dutch  parliament  hjis  called  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Geneva  Refugee 
treaty  to  give  gays  the  right  to  obtain 
political  asylum  if  they  are  persecuted  in 
their  own  countries. 

During  a  February  3  press  conference 
given  by  visiting  Dutch  social  affairs 
minister  William  Albeda,  gay  activist 
Gavin  Young  brought  up  the  Dutch 
government's  opposition  to  anti-gay 
laws.  The  statement  sent  embarrassed 
New  Zealand  officials  into  nervous 
whispering. 

As  he  left  the  press  conference, 
Albeda  was  presented  with  a  letter  from 
the  Wellington  Lesbian  Centre  seeking 
official  advice  on  how  to  apply  for  re- 
fugee status  in  the  Netherlands. 


Seeking  refuge:  NZgays  meet  Albeda,  left 

Outside  the  conference,  demonstra- 
tors praised  Holland's  stand  on  gay 
rights  and  urged  Albeda  to  raise  the 
plight  of  New  Zealand  lesbians  and  gay 
men  when  he  met  with  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  other  New  Zealand  goverimient 
leaders. 

As  part  of  the  continuing  campaign 
to  have  sexual  orientation  included  in 
the  human  rights  code,  40  lesbians  and 
gay  men  lined  up  January  20  to  lay 
complaints  of  discrimination  at  the 
human  rights  commission  office  in  Well- 
ington, swamping  commission  staff. 
Pickets  of  several  coihmission  offices 
have  also  been  organized.  □ 


Pro-rigKIs  Catholics  form  group 
but  Vatican  muzzles  gay  priest 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National 
Catholic  Reporter  has  announced  the 
formation  of  the  Catholic  Coalition  for 
Gay  Civil  Rights,  an  organization  which 
will  "oppose  any  practice  that  permits 
individuals  and  institutions  to  discrim- 
inate against  homosexual  persons  be- 
cause of  sexual  orientation."  According 
to  the  Reporter,  the  CCGCR  already  has 
123  charter  groups  and  1 ,907  charter 
members.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  New 
Waves  Ministry,  a  pastoral  ministry 
serving  the  gay  community. 

The  coalition's  founding  statement 
pledges  members  to  seek  actively  to 
serve  the  needs  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
communities,  to  root  out  anti-gay  dis- 
crimination, to  provide  pastoral  care  to 
all  sexual  minorities  suffering  discrimin- 
ation and  to  provide  counselling  and 
support  for  families  whose  members  are 
part  of  a  sexual  minority. 

The  Priests'  Senate  of  Minneapolis- 
St  Paul  has  already  endorsed  the  Coali- 
tion's founding  statement,  and  the 
Justice  and  Peace  Committee  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Priests'  Councils 
has  recommended  endorsement. 

However,  in  a  related  matter,  the  Vat- 
ican has  moved  to  silence  a  gay  priest 
who  criticized  celibacy  for  gay  clergy  as 
an  "exhausting,  debilitating  privation." 

The  Rev  Richard  Wagner,  a  34-year- 
old  openly  gay  priest  of  the  Mi-ssionary 


Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate,  expressed 
this  opinion  in  an  article  in  the  Novem- 
ber 21  issue  of  the  National  Catholic 
Reporter.  Following  its  publication,  the 
Rome-based  superior  general  of  Wag- 
ner's order,  the  Most  Rev  Ferdinand 
Jette,  wrote  a  disciplinary  letter  to 
Wagner's  provincial  superior,  demand- 
ing that  the  gay  priest  make  no  more 
public  comments  of  any  kind. 

National  Catholic  Reporter  editor 
Tom  Fox  told  reporters  that  "Many 
Catholics  across  the  nation  would  prob- 
ably feel  quite  comfortable  and  open 
with  Father  Wagner's  thought  on  the 
subject  of  human  sexuality.  If,  indeed, 
the  Vatican  is  attempting  to  silence 
Father  Wagner,  this  is  a  most  unfortu- 
nate development." 

Wagner  drew  on  a  survey  of  50  gay 
priests  which  he  had  conducted  for  his 
doctoral  dis.sertation.  He  concluded  that 
"one  should  not  underestimate  the  se- 
vere psychological  confiict  and  self-pre- 
occupation which  total  sexual  self- 
denial  can  cngender."n 
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LIBRAIRIE 

L'ANDROGYNE 

BOOKSTORE 

Gay,  lesbian  and 
feminist  literature 
and  non-sexist  books 
for  children. 

Enfrangaisaussi! 

1217  Crescent 
Montreal,  Quebec 
H3G2B1*  866-2131 

Send  for  a  free  flyer 


EXCELLENCE 
IN  FRAMING 
&  ARTWORK 
862-1390 


HOUSEBOAT  CAMPING 

WEEKEND    call  now       WEEKEND 

for  information 

CHAT  TRAVC 


465  KING  ST.  E 
868-1758 


Video  recorders 
from  $888,00 


1.  Watch  one  TV  channel  while  you 
record  another. 

2.  Programme  recorder  to  tape  up  to 
14  hours  while  you're  away  without 
having  to  turn  your  set  on. 

3.  Large  selection  of  the  latest 
movies  in  Beta  and  VHS 

Also  Atari  and  Intellivision  video  games. 
Video  camera,  film  to  tape  transfer,  TV  sets, 
large  screen  TVs,  custom-made  films  — 
we  will  tape  your  special  events.  Movie 
rentals  as  low  as  $3  a  day. 

VIDEO  LAND 

1158  THE  QUEENSWAY,  TORONTO 255-7543 
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Deliberations 


by  Jim  Monk 


Conference  blues 

At  this  time  last  year,  while  spring  fever 
was  making  its  effects  felt  throughout 
the  gay  masses,  the  hard  core  of  the  gay 
movement  was  going  through  its  annual 
agony  —  deciding  whether  or  not  to 
attend  the  national  gay  conference. 

Most  of  us  stayed  away  from  that 
conference,  which  was  held  in  Calgary. 
Its  one  important  function  was  nega-  ~ 
tive,  and  little  enthusiasm  could  be 
generated  for  it.  In  1980  we  gathered  to 
kill  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC),  the  successor 
of  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition, 
and  an  organization  which  had  out- 
grown its  usefulness. 

Fewer  than  70  delegates  assembled  at 
CLGRC's  deathbed,  most  from  the 
western  provinces  and  none  from  east 
of  Ontario.  People  stayed  away  for 
several  reasons.  They  knew  what  past 
conferences  had  been  like:  tense, 
sometimes  bitter,  politically  "heavy." 
They  begrudged  giving  up  the  long  July 
1st  holiday  weekend  to  take  on  the 
burdens  of  the  movement. 

Ironically,  at  Calgary  most  of  the 
delegates  had  a  good  time.  The  tone  of 
the  gathering  was  upbeat.  Gerald 
Hannon  described  it  this  way  in  last 
August's  TBP:  "New  this  year  was  a 
spirit  of  generosity  and  fair-mindedness, 
and  an  absence  of  the  acrimony  that 
had  marred  many  of  the  previous  gath- 
erings. The  potentially  divisive  work- 
shop on  lesbian  participation  was  a  use- 
ful and  enlightening  sharing  of 
ideas...." 

The  problem  with  past  national  con- 
ferences was  that  we  expected  far  more 
than  the  sharing  of  ideas.  We  attempted 
in  a  few  short  days  each  year  to  set  pol- 
icy for  a  national  gay  rights  organiza- 
tion. We  demanded  that  this  organiza- 
tion, with  its  handful  of  volunteer  coor- 
dinators in  Ottawa,  organize  and  lead  a 
"national"  gay  movement. 

It  was  an  impossible  task,  but  it  was 
not  a  waste  of  time.  The  debates  on  age 
of  consent,  obscenity  laws,  self-deter- 
mination for  Quebec  and  lesbian  par- 
ticipation did  result  in  positions  which 
provided  positive  moral  and  political 
leadership.  The  price  we  paid,  however, 
robbed  us  of  the  enjoyment  and  cama- 
raderie so  much  in  evidence  at  the  first 
two  national  gatherings  before  the 
founding  of  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  in  recent  years 
conference  delegates  asked  for  more 
free  time  and  for  sessions  devoted  to 
personal,  social  and  cultural  themes. 
One's  first  reaction  upon  receiving  a 
conference  agenda  became  to  search  for 
the  workshop  on  massage.  This  trend 
reached  its  ultimate  conclusion  this  year 
with  a  proposal  for  a  completely  apol- 
itical national  gathering. 

This  would  be  a  case  of  a  cure  worse 
than  the  disease.  To  bring  together  gay 
activists  from  all  across  the  country  only 
to  have  a  good  party  and  take  a  nostal- 
gic look  at  the  past  is  a  luxury  we  can  ill 
afford.  We  have  a  little  work  to  do 
before  we  can  justify  early  retirement. 

We  have  a  hell  of  a  lot  to  discuss  at 
the  next  national  gay  conference.  Our 
most  basic  politics  are  in  question.  We 
have  been  challenged  by  police  raids  on 
our  institutions,  by  the  Moral 


Majority's  campaign  of  hate,  by  the 
growing  mihtancy  and  anger  of  our  own 
people  and  by  conservatives  and  self- 
seeking  individuals  within  our  own 
community. 

National  conferences  must  centre 
around  the  political  content  of  the 
movement.  What  has  to  change  is  the 
abstract  parliamentary  form  which  so 
frustrated  those  discussions.  It's  now 
clear  that  we  can't  come  up  with  all  the 
answers  at  one  place,  at  one  time. 

Conferences  are  a  bad  place  to  make 
decisions.  They're  a  good  time  to 
review,  analyze,  compare,  criticize,  pro- 
pose, predict  and  prepare.  Decisions 
should  be  made  at  home,  by  the  local 
gay  groups. 

There  is  a  notion  that  gay  issues  can 
be  divided  among  local,  provincial  and 
federal  battlefields  because  that's  how 
the  country  is  divided.  But  this  view 
ignores  the  reality  of  how  both  the 
oppression  and  the  liberation  of  homo- 
sexuals have  been  organized.  The  gay 
movement  is  based  on  small  groups  of 
volunteers  who  decide  for  themselves 
how  to  use  their  energies.  Cooperation 
among  groups  often  resulted  in  coaU- 
tions,  ranging  from  city-wide  groups  to 
the  International  Gay  Association.  But 
the  dehberative  bodies  of  these  coali- 
tions have  never  had  the  power  to  do 
more  than  suggest  or  recommend 
courses  of  action.  Final  responsibility 
for  doing  what  has  to  be  done  has 
always  been  left  to  the  autonomous 
volunteer  groups,  whether  or  not  we 
wanted  it  that  way. 

The  next  conference  should  bring  us 
together  —  physically,  spiritually, 
politically  and  practically.  In  preparing 
for  that  conference  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  construct  what  the  CLGRC  was 
never  allowed  to  become:  a  network  of 
communication  and  resource  sharing. 

As  Ken  Popert  warned  at  the  1975 
founding  of  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition,  the  linguistic  and  regional 
differences  within  Canada,  and  the 
immense  distances  separating  the  cen- 
tres of  population,  are  inhospitable  con- 
ditions for  any  political  movement.  One 
conference  a  year  cannot  overcome 
those  handicaps.  We  need  a  continual 
exchange  of  correspondence  and  people 
to  combat  the  divisive  tendencies  of 
isolation. 

Last  year  in  Calgary  an  offer  was 
made  to  attempt  a  1981  national  con- 
ference in  Toronto.  That  does  not  now 
seem  possible.  The  activists  within  the 
Toronto  gay  community  have  been  so 
pressed  by  the  events  of  the  last  six 
months  that  very  little  organizational 
work  on  a  conference  could  take  place. 
If  they  proceeded,  it  would  be  a  rush 
job  with  much  confusion  and  little 
notice  to  the  rest  of  the  country.  A 
meeting  of  Toronto  groups  has  pro- 
posed to  organize  a  conference  for  the 
summer  of  1982,  if  that  meets  with  the 
approval  of  people  elsewhere. 

Whether  or  not  the  next  conference  is 
held  in  Toronto,  we  should  take  the 
time  to  do  it  right.  The  time  to  circulate 
proposals  for  the  coordination  of  infor- 
mation sharing,  conference  shaping  and 
coalition  building  is  now.  We  know  who 
we  are  and  where  we  live,  so  let's  start 
talking  to  one  another  again.  D 
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Heavy  humid  air.  The  scent  of 
wood  smoke  mingles  with  the 
black  exhaust  of  the  packed,  old 
rattletrap  of  a  bus  that  carries  us 
into  town  from  Sandino  Interna- 
tional Airport.  It's  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  and  the  sun  is  blazing  down. 

We  pass  through  the  centre  of 
Managua,  destroyed  in  the  1972  earth- 
quake, now  mostly  reclaimed  by  scrub. 
Here  and  there  a  modern  building  or  a 
twisted  ruin  of  one  rises  surrealistically 
out  of  the  underbrush.  Then  there  is  the 
swirl  of  a  giant  children's  park,  reclaim- 
ing the  bush  near  the  cathedral.  There 
are  slogans  everywhere:  "Sandino 
Lives!"  "Long  Live  the  Sandanista  Na- 
tional Liberation  Front!"  "Down  with 
US  Imperialism!"  There  are  brilliantly 
coloured  naivist  revolutionary  murals 
and  billboards  promoting  the  national 
literacy  campaign  —  "With  Books  and 
Pencils  as  Our  Weapons  We  Will 
Eradicate  Forever  All  Ignorance  and 
Shame." 

Nicaragua  —  the  poorest  in  a  chain 
of  poor  Central  American  countries,  for 
years  a  tiny  backwater  between  two  con- 
tinents. It  was  invaded  by  the  US  Mar- 
ines in  1909,  and  the  "Yankees"  did  not 
leave  until  1933,  finally  being  forced  out 
by  a  five-year  guerilla  war  led  by  na- 
tional hero  Cesar  Augusto  Sandino. 

But  the  newly  won  independence  was 
short  lived.  Sandino  was  assassinated  on 
the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the 
American-trained  National  Guard, 
Tacho  Somoza.  Two  years  later  Somoza 
seized  power  himself,  founding  one  of 
the  most  corrupt  and  brutal  dynasties  in 
Latin  American  history. 

In  July  1979,  after  fifteen  years  of 
escalating  guerilla  war,  Tacho's  son, 
Anastasio  Somoza,  his  pockets  stuffed 
with  the  remains  of  the  national  treas- 
ury, fied  to  Miami,  bullets  whizzing 
around  his  ears. 

Nicaragua  suddenly  found  itself 
hurled  into  the  spotlight  of  world 
history.  At  the  head  of  the  provisional 
government  was  the  FSLN  (Sandinista 
National  Liberation  Front),  a  politically 
organized  army,  now  determined  to 
transform  the  ravaged  little  country 
through  a  unique  mixture  of  Marxism 
and  revolutionary  Christian  humanism. 
• 
So  what  does  that  all  mean  if  you're 
queer? 

• 
The  young  man  I  meet  has  been  sent  to 
replace  someone  else  —  the  friend  of  an 
acquaintance  who  was  supposed  to  be 
able  to  tell  me  something  about  Nicara- 
guan  gay  life.  This  stand-in  worVs  full- 
time  in  an  office  and  studies  economics 
at  the  university  at  night.  He  doesn't 
seem  to  be  gay,  but  as  we  head  out  to- 
ward the  university  I  explain  that  1  am 
from  a  Canadian  gay  newspaper  and 
that  1  want  to  know  about  how  the  rev- 
olution has  affected  the  lives  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

He  seems  just  slightly  perturbed  by 
the  question.  The  country  is  in  desper- 
ate economic  straits,  he  says,  and  the 
most  important  struggle  is  that  of  in- 
creasing production.  I  repeat  that  I 
want  to  know  how  these  economic  and 
social  transformations  affect  people's 


Class  divisions,  contradictions  and  ttie 

closet  —  Tim  McCaskell  reports  from  Central  America 
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emotional  and  personal  lives  —  rela- 
tions between  men  and  women  for  ex- 
ample, or  homosexuals.  He  replies  that 
there  are  all  sorts  of  backward  cultural 
phenomena,  especially  between  men 
and  women,  and  that  these  can  be 
traced  to  the  misery  arising  from  the 
country's  dependence  on  imperialism.  I 
agree,  but  want  to  know  how  machismo 
itself  is  being  challenged.  He  talks  some 
more  about  the  economy. 

The  university  embodies  all  the  con- 
tradictions of  the  new  Nicaragua.  It  is  a 
riot  of  colourful  wall  paintings  and 
posters,  and  swarms  with  talking, 
laughing  students  arriving  for  night 


courses.  Monuments  to  students  who 
died  in  the  struggle  against  the  dictator- 
ship and  in  the  literacy  campaign  are 
scattered  throughout  the  ccunpus.  Stu- 
dents cultivate  vegetables  between  the 
long  single-storey  buildings  that  house 
minimally  equipped  classrooms.  The 
trees  that  shade  the  walkways  during  the 
day  are  filled  with  squawking  birds  at 
nightfall.  It  is  supper  hour  and  the  smell 
of  meat  roasting  over  open  braziers 
floats  through  the  air. 

The  only  library  has  fewer  books  than 
most  Toronto  high  schools.  In  fact,  part 
of  the  university  functions  in  a  building 
used  as  a  high  school  by  day. 
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Everywhere  it  is  the  same  story  — 
people's  energy  and  enthusiasm  coming 
up  against  the  Umitations  of  scarcity 
and  the  lack  of  material  resources. 

Hoping  that  persistence  is  the  better 
part  of  interviewing,  I  ask  my  guide 
directly  if  there  are  any  gay  organiza- 
tions on  campus. 

"No,  not  that  I  know  of,"  he  replies. 
"Some  people  look  upon  that  kind  of 
thing  with  distaste.  But  myself,  most 
people  I  think,  feel  that  it's  part  of 
private  life.  Why  would  you  want  to 
organize  around  that?  There  are  so 
many  more  important  things  to  be 
done." 

His  answer  is  to  echo  throughout  the 
rest  of  my  month  in  Nicaragua. 

"Gay  liberation?  Seventy  percent  of 
our  people  need  to  be  taught  to  read 
and  write.  Half  of  our  children  are 
undernourished.  The  Americans  are  try- 
ing to  destabilize  the  government.  We 
have  to  rebuild  our  cities  from  ruins. 
We  have  to  reorganize  industry  and 
agriculture.  Parts  of  the  Atlantic  coast 
don't  even  have  electricity.  Gay  libera- 
tion? We're  a  poor  country.  We  have 
other  problems." 

• 
New  Year's  Eve,  1980.  Pablo's  house  is 
very  comfortable  by  any  standards.  He 
is  a  businessman,  fortyish,  and  looks  as 
if  he  could  fit  comfortably  into  any 
North  American,  big-city  bar.  1  arrive 
early  to  meet  a  collection  of  middle- 
aged  men  who  had  been  well-off  before 
the  revolution  and  who  continue  to  be 
well-off  afterwards.  Yet  people  talk 
about  how  bad  things  are  getting  and 
contemplate  moving  to  the  United 
States.  No,  they  don't  know  that  the 
Nicaraguan  consulate  in  San  Fransisco 
has  sent  a  message  of  support  (o  the 
Third  World  Gay  conference  in  Wash- 
ington. Nor  do  they  really  care. 

A  young  man  in  his  early  teens,  his 
skin  slightly  darker  than  the  rest,  sits 
quietly  among  the  others.  They  refer  to 
him  as  Manuelito,  little  Manuel,  and 
talk  openly  of  his  beauty.  When  he  is 
called  to  another  room  one  of  the  older 
men  jokes,  "That  one  will  fuck  with 
anybody."  "So  ^^hat  would  you  do  if 
you  were  in  his  shoes,"  comes  the  reply. 
"Well  I  certainly  wouldn't  fuck  around 
like  that."  "Or,"  says  another  to 
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general  laughter,  "I'd  charge  a 
fortune." 

Another  group  of  men  arrive,  careful- 
ly dressed,  all  in  their  teens  or  early 
twenties,  slightly  queenly. 

"The  trouble  with  Latin  American 
gays  is  that  they're  so  faggy,"  whispers 
one  of  the  older  men  to  me.  "If  I  want- 
ed to  sleep  with  someone  as  affected  as 
that,  I'd  sleep  with  a  woman.  Give  me  a 
good  working-class  boy  any  day,  iiice 
and  unpretentious.  So  what  if  you  have 
to  pay  them  a  little  money." 

A  few  days  before,  Pablo  had  been 
driving  us  around  the  city  while  doing 
some  business  errands.  He  was  talking 
about  the  "common  people,"  as  he 
called  them.  "Most  people  here  don't 
understand  anything.  They  have  a  very 
low  educational  level,  a  low  cultural 
level.  They  have  a  feeling  and  they  act 
on  it  and  then  feel  guilty.  You  couldn't 
really  develop  a  relationship  with  one  of 
them.  I've  tried,  but  the  cultural  gap  is 
just  too  large.  I  had  a  relationship  with 
a  young  soldier  once,  but  he  was  really 
screwed  up.  Many  of  them  ask  for  mon- 
ey because  they  are  so  poor.  Of  course 
they  enjoy  it,  but  they  think  of  it  as 
something  like  work. 

"But  it's  not  so  bad  for  the  poor  at 
all.  They  have  it  pretty  good.  They  hang 
around  together,  have  friends,  find  a 
place  for  themselves.  But  for  us  in  the 
upper  classes,  on  the  other  hand,  it's 
really  lonely,  really  individual.  Finding 
a  lover  with  the  same  background  is 
almost  impossible.  So  you  pick  up  boys 


and  live  very  discreetly  so  that  no  one 
bothers  you." 


a 


You  guys  seem  different  from 
the  older  people  here,"  I  say 
to  one  of  the  new  arrivals 
after  I  manage  to  drift  away 
from  the  original  crowd. 
"You  seem  to  move  in  a  group."  He  is 
dressed  more  simply  than  his  friends,  in 
pale  greens  and  tans  that  echo  the 
military  style  of  the  Liberation  Front. 
"We've  known  each  other  for  a  long 
time.  We  go  to  the  disco  together,"  he 
replies.  His  name  is  Lucho,  a  thin, 
androgynous  young  man  with  promi- 
nent features,  large  brown  eyes  and  a 
shock  of  curly  black  hair.  He  became  a 
messenger  for  the  guerillas  during  the 
civil  war  after  the  old  regime  had  brutal- 
ly put  down  a  student  strike  in  his  high 
school.  Now  he  works  for  a  ministry  in 
an  administrative  job,  but  he  is  still 
living  with  his  parents. 

He  tells  me  he  recognized  his  gayness 
early;  he's  had  sex  with  other  boys  from 
the  time  he  was  ten  —  kid  stuff.  Finally 
a  cousin  introduced  him  to  other  gay 
people  for  the  first  time  and  he  fell  in 
with  a  group  of  other  young  middle- 
class  men  who  frequented  a  certain 
disco  with  a  large  gay  clientele. 


I  ask  him  how  the  revolution  has 
affected  the  lives  of  gay  people. 

"Before  the  revolution  there  was  ter- 
rible repression  of  young  people.  If  you 
were  under  twenty-five  and  the  National 
Guard  caught  you  out  at  night,  you'd 
disappear.  If  you  were  young  you'd 
automaticeilly  be  considered  a  guerilla." 

It  was  the  same  answer  I  had  received 
a  few  nights  before  while  talking  to  one 
of  the  "boys"  the  "men"  had  brought 
home.  Jaime,  the  son  of  a  carpenter,  ex- 
plained that,  before,  anyone  could  be 
shot  down  in  the  street.  "Of  course 
things  are  better  now." 

But  particularly  for  gays?  That  ques- 
tion hadn't  made  sense  to  him. 
Although  he  enjoyed  gay  sex  he  didn't 
really  see  that  as  defining  who  he  was. 
"It's  better  for  everybody,"  he  said 
shrugging  his  shoulders. 

I  try  again  with  Lucho. 

"Well  I  guess  it's  a  little  better  now," 
he  says  after  thinking  a  bit.  "Really,  for 
gay  people  as  gay  people  things  haven't 
changed  that  much.  Maybe  we  can  be  a 
little  more  open  now." 

That  stzu^ts  a  discussion. 

"Things  are  worse  now,"  says  En- 
rique, who  has  joined  our  conversation. 
"You  can't  buy  decent-looking  clothes 
anymore.  Even  the  food  is  lousy.  And 


Solidarity:  gay  contingents, 
garage  sales,  sexual  politics 

In  San  Francisco,  a  city  with  the  largest 
Nicaraguan  exile  community  as  well  as  the 
strongest  lesbian  and  gay  community  in 
the  world,  the  excitement  among  Nic- 
araguans  about  the  impending  revolution 
in  their  country  was  bound  to  spill  over  to 
some  lesbians  and  gay  men.  About  ten 
days  before  the  final  victory  in  July  1979, 
an  educational  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  on  the  situation  in  Nicaragua 
was  hosted  by  a  small  group  of  friends, 
including  a  gay  man  from  Nicaragua. 
From  this  well-attended  and  successful 
gathering,  a  group  called  Gay  People  for 
the  Nicaraguan  Revolution  was  bom. 

Initially,  the  group  focused  on  fund- . 
raising  to  aid  reconstruction  in  the  war- 
torn  country,  collecting  more  than 
$12,000  through  garage  sales,  benefits  and 
educationals.  Gay  contingents  have  par- 
ticipated in  support  demonstrations  for 
both  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador.  On  July 
19,  1980,  the  first  anniversary  of  the 
revolution,  a  large  and  spirited  gay  con- 
tingent participated  in  the  march  and  rally 
held  to  celebrate  the  victory. 

The  group  works  closely  with  Casa  Nic- 
aragua in  San  Francisco,  which  is  the 
Northwest  regional  centre  for  solidarity 
work  in  the  United  States.  It  sees  its  aims 
as  twofold:  to  educate  the  lesbian,  femin- 
ist emd  gay  communities  about  the  chan- 
ges taking  place  in  Nicaragua,  and  to  pro- 
vide an  openly  gay  presence  in  the  solidar- 
ity work  and  progressive  groups  in  gen- 
eral. Primarily  composed  of  women,  the 
group  has  developed  contacts  with 
AMNLAE,  the  association  of  Nicaraguan 
women,  in  order  to  support  the  positive 
changes  AMNLAE  is  bringing  to  the  lives 
of  the  country's  women.  The  current 
focus  of  the  group  is  on  outreach  and 
media  work,  with  the  goal  of  building  a 
broadly  based  coalition  against  US  inter- 
vention in  Central  America. 

At  the  end  of  January,  1981 ,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  group  went  to  the  First 
International  Solidarity  Convention  in 


Managua,  capital  of  Nicaragua,  as  an  of- 
ficial US  delegate.  She  reports  back  that 
nearly  300  people  from  37  different  coun- 
tries participated  in  the  conference.  "We 
took  tours  to  two  other  Nicaraguan  cities, 
heard  addresses  from  major  figures  of  the 
Nicaraguan  revolution,  and  held  regional 
meetings  to  coordinate  solidarity  work. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  North  Ameri- 
cans, we  learned  what  we  have  known  for 
some  time,  that  our  work  is  to  prevent 
foreign  intervention  in  Nicaragua.  Inter- 
national solidarity  was  stressed  as  a  key 
part  of  the  strategy  to  secure  the  gains  the 
Nicaraguans  have  made. 

"I  also  visited  with  AMNLAE,  whose 
major  thrust  is  to  integrate  women  into  all 
levels  of  the  new  society.  They  are  focus- 
ing on  further  developing  the  already 
major  role  women  play  in  the  military, 
developing  production  collectives  in- 
volving women,  helping  women  train  for 
non-traditional  jobs  and  making  full  par- 
ticipation possible  by  developing  childcare 
and  improving  women's  health.  They  are 
also  organizing  domestic  workers  for  bet- 
ter wages  and  working  conditions." 

People  interested  in  the  work  Gay 
People  for  the  Nicaraguan  Revolution  is 
doing  in  the  lesbian,  gay  and  feminist 
communities  can  contact  the  group  c/o 
Casa  Nicaragua,  3015  24th  St,  San  Fran- 
cisco CA  941 10,  USA. 
• 
September,  1980,  Toronto.  It  is  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Latin  American  group 
which  has  come  together  to  work  on 
Toronto  Mayor  John  Sewell's  re-election 
campaign  in  their  community. 


In  the  middle  of  our  meeting,  Sewell's 
campjiign  manager  John  Piper  bursts  in. 
He  has  come  from  the  opening  of  "gay 
candidate"  George  Hislop's  campaign 
office,  is  obviously  distressed  at  the  link- 
ing of  Sewell  and  the  gay  issue  and  has 
come  to  assure  the  Latin  Americans  that 
lots  of  other  groups  are  supporting  Sewell 
besides  the  gays.  The  group  finds  him  a 
little  patronizing  but  listen  politely. 

Then  the  discussion  begins  in  earnest.  A 
lot  of  people  are  concerned  about  how  to 
talk  to  their  communities  about  the  gay 
issue.  After  twenty  minutes  of  this,  Luis 
speaks.  He  is  Salvadorian,  a  stocky  man, 
a  worker  with  a  large  family,  important  in 
solidarity  work  for  the  forces  attempting 
to  overthrow  the  right-wing,  US-backed 
junta  in  his  country.  He  speaks  quietly 
and  simply.  Yes  many  people  in  his  com- 
munity too,  don't  understand  this  issue  of 
the  homosexucils.  (He  almost  uses  the 
Spanish  word  for  queers  but  catches  him- 
self just  in  time.)  "But  the  Salvadorian 
committee  knows  that  gay  people  in  San 
Francisco  have  raised  more  than  $5,000 
for  Nicaragua.  These  people  are  proving 
themselves  to  be  with  the  struggle  for 
justice  in  Latin  America.  So  if  we  have  to 
deal  with  this  in  our  community,  now  is 
the  time  to  begin  to  deal  with  it.  I  don't 
think  it  should  be  considered  such  a  big 
problem."  The  meeting  moved  on  to  plan 
its  work. 

Sexual  politics  and  the  Latin  American 
revolution  are  begining  to  touch  one 
another.  Their  mutual  effect,  although 
now  just  beginning,  could  bring  a. pro- 
found transformation  in  both.D 


there's  more  surveillance  of  people." 

Lucho  objects.  "Where  is  this 
surveillance?" 

"Everywhere,"  repUes  Enrique. 

"For  instance?" 

"You  c&n  feel  it's  worse,"  says  his 
friend. 

"If  you're  talking  about  Jos6,  he  was 
picked  up  because  he  was  involved  with 
drugs.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  being 
gay." 

The  argument  becomes  more  heated 
and  harder  to  follow  until  it  ends  sud- 
denly in  an  embarassed  silence.  Lucho 
turns  to  me.  "Let's  dance." 

He  confides  that  he  can't  talk  politics 
with  his  friends.  "Most  gay  people 
don't  really  feel  a  part  of  the  revolution 
—  they  use  any  excuse  to  criticize.  So 
I'm  usually  quiet  to  avoid  fighting  all 
the  time.  At  work  I  can  talk  politics,  but 
nothing  about  my  personal  life.  Here 
it's  just  the  opposite.  So  I  don't  believe 
in  mixing  friendship  and  politics." 

A  few  nights  later  we  sit  in  the  plaza 
in  front  of  the  Managua  bullring,  a  spot 
well-known  for  its  night-life.  The  open 
space  is  bordered  with  kiosks  selling 
beer  and  snacks.  Mariachi  troubadors 
ply  their  way  from  table  to  table. 
Women  prostitutes  going  through  their 
nightly  routines  of  seduction  and  sex- 
iness bump  into  the  drunken  men  to 
catch  their  eye,  and  nothing  goes  un- 
noticed by  the  ragged  shoeshine  boys  in 
their  tireless  pursuit  of  small  change. 
How  many  of  the  men  are  looking  for 
their  own  sex  and  how  many  for  the  op- 
posite it  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell.  But 
there  are  gay  men  here,  obvious  gay 
men,  sitting  in  groups  talking  or  cruis- 
ing alone  throughout  the  crowd.  The 
place  is  electric  with  sexual  tension,  a 
frenzy  of  music  and  noise  and  laughter. 

Lucho  isn't  very  comfortable  here. 
Just  as  his  job  and  his  poUtics  keep  him 
apart  from  the  upper-class  men  we  have 
met  at  the  party,  so  also  is  he  different 
from  those  who  frequent  the  plaza.  "I 
don't  usually  come  here,"  he  says.  He 
points  to  a  rather  sinister-looking  young 
man  with  darting  eyes  and  cheap,  tight 
clothes.  "See  what  kind  of  people  come 
here?  Prostitutes  and  petty  criminals." 

Yet  it  is  clear  that  for  working-class 
gay  men  this  scene  is  the  gay  world. 
This  is  where  they  can  make  their  con- 
tacts. It  is  a  world  entirely  different 
from  the  private  parties  of  the  rich  and 
the  semi-gay  discos  of  the  young  middle 
class. 

Latin  American  class  structure  pro- 
foundly divides  Nicaraguan  gay  men. 
Society  is  divided  almost  entirely  into 
rich  and  poor;  only  a  tiny  middle  class 
stands  between  them.  The  differences  in 
wealth,  power  and  education  between 
the  men  of  the  upper  classes  and  the 
"boys"  of  the  working  class  and 
peasantry  are  so  vast,  and  their  worlds 
so  different,  that  their  only  contact 
seems  to  be  through  sex.  And  even  there 
a  money  exchange  often  certifies  the 
difference  between  them.  Class  dif- 
ferences make  a  mockery  of  the  concept 
of  gay  community  as  we  speak  of  it  in 
North  America,  where  a  large  part  of 
the  population  is  reasonably  affluent. 

The  same  class  divisions  that  have 
organized  a  lot  of  gay  life  around  pros- 
titution have  also  produced  the  stereo- 
type of  the  rich  pervert  who  buys  and 
corrupts  working-class  boys.  That  is  the 
vision  of  homosexuality  that  motivates 
many  of  those  interested  in  social 
reform  in  countries  like  Nicaragua.  It  is 
a  vision  inspired  by  ignorance,  but  in 
the  struggle  for  national  reconstruction, 
who  has  the  time  or  energy  or  resources 
to  clarify  such  a  "secondary"  question, 
especially  if  gay  people  themselves  are 
silent? 
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Playground  reclaimed  from  the  bush  near  Managua 's  shattered  cathedral:  '  'energies  and  enthusiasms  up  against  the  limitations  of  scarcity ' ' 


In  his  loving  but  still  critical  portrait 
of  the  Cuban  revolution,  In  Cuba, 
Ernesto  Cardenal,  Nicaraguan  poet, 
revolutionary  and  CathoHc  priest,  did 
not  overlook  the  oppression  of  gay 
people. 

"A  short  while  ago  they  gave  the 
David  Prize  to  a  young  poet  and  after- 
wards they  found  out  that  he  was  a 
homosexual.  The  book  was  already 
printed  and  they  reduced  the  whole  edi- 
tion to  pulp."  Cardenal  is  recounting  a 
conversation  with  a  young  Cuban  poet 
in  the  early  Seventies.  "I  know  one  of 
the  censors  who  is  merciless  to  homo- 
sexuals and  he's  a  homosexual  himself. 
Long  hair  is  forbidden.  The  persecution 
of  homosexuals  we  feel  is  hateful  and 
unnerving.  Not  that  we're  homosexuals. 
But  there's  always  the  fear  that  they'll 
think  you  are  because  of  the  long  hair 
or  because  you're  an  artist  or  a  poet." 

Speaking  to  Cuban  poet  Pablo 
Armando  Fernandez,  Cardenal  reports, 
"He  admits  that  the  repression  in  Cuba 
against  homosexuals  is  very  severe. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  study.  And  he 
said,  'It  is  terrible  to  think  what  would 
have  happened  to  a  Whitman  or  Lorca 
in  Cuba;  they  would  not  have  been  able 
to  study.'" 

Ernesto  Cardenal  is  now  Minister  of 
Culture  of  Free  Nicaragua.  One  of  his 
government's  best  friends  in  Latin 
America  is  Cuba.  And  Nicaragua,  shat- 
tered by  national  disasters  and  revolu- 
tion and  facing  increasing  hostility  from 
the  United  States,  needs  all  the  friends  it 
can  get. 

As  the  Cubans  offer  badly  needed 
help,  they  also  offer  an  example  of  so- 
cial transformation  unequalled  in  Latin 
America.  But  that  example,  in  spite  of 
its  achievements,  has  left  Cuban  gays  as 
oppressed,  isolated  and  despised  as  any 
in  Latin  America,  in  spite  of  official 
liberalization  in  the  !a.st  few  years. 

"One  of  the  commanders  tried  to  in- 
troduce an  anti-gay  law  to  have  it  pro- 
claimed by  the  junta  here,  just  like  in 
Cuba,"  I  am  told  by  one  of  Pablo's 
friends.  "But  they  wouldn't  go  along. 
They  said  there  was  no  need  for  that 
kind  of  thing  here.  There  are  a  number 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians  among  the  new 
leaders.  Of  course  they  aren't  open,  but 
we  know.  That's  stopped  any  anti-gay 
laws  so  far." 


Both  those  who  support  the  revolu- 
tion and  those  suspicious  of  it  seem  to 
feel  that  that  is  the  best  that  can  be  ex- 
pected. There  is  no  conception  that  a 
revolution  might  have  something  posi- 
tive to  say  about  gay  men  or  lesbians. 
When  I  suggest  that  it  might  be  impor- 
tant to  organize  to  give  gay  people  a 
voice  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  the 
Cuban  experience,  someone  jokes,  "a 
gay  Sandinista  group,"  and  it  is  a  great 
laugh.  The  idea  that  sexual  politics 
might  have  a  place  in  the  Nicaraguan 
revolution  seems  completely  aUen  to  gay 
and  straight  alike. 

The  absence  of  any  vision  of  sex- 
ual politics  in  the  revolutionary 
ferment  now  sweeping  Latin 
America  is  certainly  connected  to 
the  traditions  of  Latin 
machismo.  But  it  also  has  roots  in  a 
different  tradition,  that  of  the  Marxist- 
Leninist  parties  and  groups  which  have 
played  such  an  important  role  in  the 
theory  and  practice  of  social  transfor- 
mation around  the  world  for  the  last 
fifty  years. 

Since  all  modern  revolutions  have 
faced  huge  economic  difficulties  and 
tremendous  outside  pressure,  there  has 
been  a  tendency  to  see  economic  trans- 
formation as  not  simply  the  principal, 
but  sometimes  the  exclusive  task  of 
those  who  wish  to  change  the  world. 
The  new  socialist  "man"  has  often  been 
expected  to  emerge  willy-nilly  in  the 
wake  of  the  new  socialist  economy. 
Cultural,  not  to  mention  sexual  politics, 
has  been  a  luxury  to  be  put  off,  ignored, 
even  mistrusted. 

This  concept  of  priorities  has  not 
prevented  huge  transformations  in  the 
lives  of  women  in  these  revolutions.  In 
the  face  of  the  struggle  for  economic 
construction,  what  government  could 
afford  to  leave  the  huge  productive 
potential  of  half  the  population  stag- 
nating in  the  kitchens?  Women's  liber- 
ation has  the  economic  justification  of 
liberating  the  productive  forces  of 
women  necessary  for  national  develop- 
ment. That  makes  women  a  revolution- 
ary force,  and  that  demands  a  change  in 
attitudes  and  roles. 

But  what  of  the  queers?  Economical- 
ly, what  docs  the  revolution  have  to 
gain  by  liberating  lesbians  and  gay  men? 


Although  it  may  seem  ironic  to  many, 
Nicaragua  may  be  in  a  better  position  to 
answer  this  question  because  of  its 
peculiar  blend  of  Christianity  and 
Marxism.  Leaders  like  Cardenal  have  a 
finely  tuned  sense  of  outrage  against  all 
forms  of  injustice.  They  are  concerned 
to  deal  with  oppression  as  well  as  econ- 
omic exploitation.  And  the  Christian 
humanist  spirit  that  pervades  their  work 
tempers  the  revolutionary  idealism  that 
can  get  so  focused  on  the  bright  future 
ahead  that  it  ignores  the  ugly  realities  of 
today. 

But  those  like  Cardenal,  while  they 
are  unlikely  to  condone  the  oppression 
of  lesbians  or  gay  men  in  any  overt  way, 
are  hardly  equipped  to  take  positive 
steps  toward  gay  liberation.  This  can 
only  be  done  when  we  find  our  own 
voice  and  begin  to  make  visible  our  con- 
tribution to  the  revolutionary  process. 
But  once  again  the  vast  class  differences 
which  divide  Latin  American  gay  people 
make  finding  that  voice  and  building  a 
community  a  very  difficult  task. 

Where  could  that  voice  come  from? 

The  rich  have  too  much  to  lose.  Al- 
though their  connections  with  the  USA 
put  them  in  the  best  position  to  hear 
about  the  ideas  and  strategies  of  gay 
liberation,  their  privileges  isolate  them 
both  from  the  majority  of  gays  and 
from  the  revolution. 

The  working-class  "boys"  are  usually 
matter  of  fact  about  their  support  for 
the  revolution,  but  illiteracy,  poverty, 
and  the  real  danger  of  falling  out  of 
society  into  a  subculture  of  prostitution 
and  petty  crime  deprive  them  of  the 
security  and  skills  they  would  need  to 
organize  around  or  even  articulate  their 
sexuality. 

The  young  middle  class  men,  al- 
though relatively  few  in  number,  could 
offer  intellectual  leadership,  but  have  so 
far  not  been  influenced  by  gay  struggles 
around  the  world.  Those  involved  in  the 
revolution  are  forced  deep  into  the 
closet  by  the  "revolutionary"  stereo- 
types about  homosexuality. 

For  gay  liberation  to  become  viable  in 
Nicaragua  and  in  other  countries  under- 
going revolutionary  transformation,  our 
movement  must  find  ways  to  challenge 
those  stereotypes.  One  way  we  can 
begin  to  do  that  is  through  the  solidarity 
movements  which  arc  organized  in  sup- 


port of  the  different  revolutions  around 
the  world. 

If  gay  people  were  to  organize  in 
Nicaragua,  it  would  no  doubt  be  a  very 
different  kind  of  movement  from  the 
one  that  exists  in  most  of  North 
America  and  Europe.  But  that  does  not 
mean  that  they  have  nothing  to  learn 
from  our  experiences  or  that  we  have 
nothing  to  offer.  At  the  very  least,  the 
concept  of  gay  pride  and  the  under- 
standing that  the  liberation  of  homosex- 
uals must  be  the  work  of  homosexuals 
ourselves  carry  a  relevance  that  cuts 
across  borders,  cultures  and  social 
formations. 

Our  movement  has  an  important  res- 
ponsibility to  contact  gay  people  in 
countries  Hke  Nicaragua  and  give  them 
support,  information  and  encourage- 
ment —  to  give  them  the  pride  and 
inspiration  to  begin  to  develop  their 
own  strategies  towards  gay  liberation. 

If  we  are  to  effectively  offer  that  kind 
of  support,  we  have  at  least  as  much  to 
learn  about  the  struggle  for  social 
justice  in  Latin  America  as  those  revolu- 
tions have  to  learn  about  us. 

• 
"I'm  not  oppressed,"  said  one  of  the 
men  sitting  in  Pablo's  comfortable  liv- 
ing room.  "So  what  if  I  don't  want  to 
make  a  big  issue  out  of  being  homosex- 
ual. I  have  other  more  important  things 
in  my  life.  Being  discreet  never  hurt 
anyone."  The  conversation  I  had 
sparked  turned  to  less  disagreeable 
topics. 

But  Jaime,  the  carpenter's  son  some- 
one had  picked  up,  still  seemed  in- 
terested. He  had  been  quiet  all  evening. 
I  could  sense  his  alienation  from  the 
older,  better  educated  men  who  had 
brought  him  to  their  plush  upper-class 
home.  We  talked  a  little  about  gay 
youth  organizations  as  the  others'  con- 
versation drifted  away.  The  idea  both 
frightened  and  appealed  to  him . 

"It  would  be  nice  to  know  people  my 
own  age,  to  have  someone  to  talk  to," 
he  said,  "but  I  couldn't  start  such  a 
thing  alone.  If  they  found  out  I  did  this 
kind  of  thing  that  would  be  the  end  of 
me  at  school.  There's  one  guy  who's 
pretty  effeminate  there  and  they  never 
leave  him  alone.  I  couldn't  stand  that. 
Here  unless  you're  a  real  queen  you 
hide  and  eventually  get  married  and 
raise  a  family." 

"What  about  you?"  I  asked.  "Will 
you  get  married  and  have  kids  some- 
day?" 

"Probably,"  he  said  shrugging  his 
shoulders.  One  of  the  older  men  had 
overheard  us  and  interupted  loudly. 
"Oh  come  off  it.  A  Httle  faggot  hke 
you.  Tell  me  another  one." 

The  boy  was  embarrassed  and  stared 
at  the  fioor.  Our  intimacy  was  shat- 
tered. Only  time  and  the  uncharted 
course  of  the  revolution  would  answer 
my  question. n 


last  January.  THP collecinv  menityer 
Tim  McCaskell  \veni  lo  Sicarafiua  to 
see  /low  the  lives  of  gay  /yeople  were  be- 
ing affected  by  the  revolutionary  pro- 
cess in  that  country.  H'hile  he  was  able 
to  talk  to  a  number  of  gay  men.  the 
lives  of  lesbians  there  remain  to  be 
recorded. 
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"Pagan  wholeness 
and  holiness  of  bodies" 

Mary  Meigs  on  the  erotic  drawings 
of  Claire  Weissman  Will<s 


Sex,  especially  if  it's  even  slightly  unorthodox,  is  —  as  the 
ladies  at  Toronto's  Pauline  McGibbon  Cultural  Centre 
know  —  rendered  decent  only  in  the  dark,  under  the  sheets. 
So,  it  shouldn't  have  surprised  the  Centre's  former  curator  to 
find  a  drawing  of  hers  and  two  more  by  Claire  Weismann  Wilks 
—  the  two  which  appear  here  —  hung  in  the  Centre's  gallery 
alright,  but  under  a  sheet. 

The  sheet  was  draped  over  the  drawings  during  a  crisis  arising 
out  of  a  show.  Women 's  Images  of  Men,  which  opened  in  the 


gallery  last  September.  All  seven  members  of  the  Centre's 
Gallery  Committee  resigned  and  the  show  was  dismantled.  The 
reason  was  the  censorship  of  the  drawings  in  question  and  a 
series  of  demands  issued  by  the  Centre's  Board  of  Directors.  The 
Committee  held  that  the  demands  infringed  upon  "the 
autonomy,  integrity  and  artistic  freedom  of  a  curator  to  pursue 
the  aesthetic  concepts  she  or  he  considers  important. " 

The  Committee  was  unwilling  to  accept  compromises  to 
placate  the  Board,  a  handful  of  the  Centre's  700  members  and  a 
large  financial  contributor,  the  Imperial  Order  Daughters  of  the 
Empire. 

A  public  panel  discussion  on  the  censoring  of  the  exhibit  was 
organized.  But  none  of  the  complainants  attended  — or,  if  they 
did,  they  didn  't  express  themselves.  Quoting  Dostoyevsky,  one 
panelist  commented:  "The  viewer  doesn't  judge  the  painting;  the 
painting  judges  the  viewer. " 

Shortly  after  these  events,  TBP  asked  artist  Mary  Meigs  if  she 
would  write  a  commentary  which  might  accompany  Claire 
Weissman  Wilks 's  drawings  in  these  pages.  Her  response 
follows. 

• 
When  the  people  at  The  Body  Politic  asked  me  if  I'd  like  to  do 
an  article  about  Claire  Weissman  Wilks 's  two  erotic  drawings 
and  the  closing  of  the  Toronto  show,  I  demurred  for  what 
seemed  even  the  next  day  to  be  the  wrong  reasons.  Since  then 
I've  been  thinking  about  my  reaction,  trying  to  analyze  it,  and  I 
think  my  analysis  might  be  interesting  to  the  readers  of  The 
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Body  Politic,  all  of  whom  I  assume  to  be  sexually  liberated,  as 
the  view  of  one  who  was  once  censorious  and  who  still  has 
unresolved  scruples  about  sex. 

Claire  is  a  friend  whose  work  I've  admired  for  a  long  time, — 
for  the  passion  she  puts  into  her  study  of  bodies,  the  strength 
and  density  of  her  drawings.  To  her  every  part  of  the  body  is  as 
plastically  and  visually  interesting  as  every  other  part,  and  since 
she  is  totally  free  of  any  sexual  hang-ups,  she  draws  male  and 
female  genitals  with  the  same  attention  she  gives  to  arms,  legs, 
breasts,  hands,  feet,  heads.  She  is  interested  in  the  secret  power 
that  whispers  in  each  of  us  to  the  ends  of  our  fingertips,  and  the 
power  that  moves  a  penis  or  twists  limbs  in  lovemaking  is  all 
one  and  the  same.  She  does  not  bother  with  superficial 
differences,  skin  textures  or  the  details  that  make  A  different 
from  B,  but  is  intent  on  the  expression  of  the  powerful  life- 
spirit  that  takes  the  bodily  shapes  we  all  have  in  common. 

People  who  are  natural  about  sex  find  it  hard  to  believe  that 
other  people  are  not.  They  do  not  know  about  the  doors  that 
clang  shut  like  firedoors  in  the  mind,  and  do  not  understand 
the  fine  drawing  of  lines  between  what  is  acceptable  and  what  is 
called  pornographic.  Those  who  draw  these  lines  can 
contemplate  an  ancient  phallic  sculpture  or  look  at  an  aroused 
satyr  on  a  Greek  vase  without  the  slightest  tremor,  but  hold  up 
their  hands  in  horror  if  they  see  a  drawing  of  an  erect  penis. 
The  reality  of  female  sexuality  has  been  suppressed  and  denied 
for  centuries,  but  so  has  the  underground,  ever-active  world  of 
male  sex  been  denied  by  both  men  and  women, —  for  the  sake 


of  women?  for  the  sake  of  society?  one  scarcely  knows  which. 
Why  do  the  Toronto  poUce  break  out  into  pure  savagery  if  they 
do  not  feel  threatened  by  the  idea  of  sex  freely  indulged  in  by 
men?  The  fury  of  sex-inspired  rage  is  more  furious  than  any 
other  and  has  as  many  heads  as  the  Hydra,  including 
censorship  and  sexual  racism. 

The  sexual  revolution  was  hke  a  volcanic  explosion,  the 
welling  up  of  an  irresistible  force  under  pressure  for  so  long 
that  it  has  to  blow  a  mountain  to  pieces  to  get  out.  Now  the 
reaction  has  begun  with  the  pretence  that  this  immense  life- 
force  can  be  hidden  again  and  contained  by  expressions  of 
outrage,  by  by-laws,  by  police  raids.  These  forms  of  censorship 
of  harmless  sexual  energy  and  its  expression  seem  to  me  as 
ridiculous  as  King  Canute's  command  to  the  tide  to  stop  rolling 
in.  As  for  those  who  flinch  at  the  sight  of  Claire's  erotic 
drawings  or  who  think  that  we  are  in  danger  of  drowning  in 
sexuality,  they  had  better  ponder  the  nature  of  the  threat  to 
themselves.  Is  there  a  real  threat  and  if  so,  why? 

In  my  case,  I  understand  how  the  overwhelming  presence  of 
sex  can  seem  threatening,  for  fear  of  it  was  planted  in  me  by 
my  upbringing  and  there  are  still  traces  of  this  fear.  If  I  have 
made  progress  in  the  last  few  years  it  is  because  of  knowing 
Claire  in  her  freedom  and  frankness  and  trying  to  look  at  her 
work  with  her  own  sense  of  the  pagan  wholeness  and  holiness 
of  bodies,  n 

Born  in  Philadelphia  in  1917,  Mary  Meigs  now  lives  in  Montreal, 
where  she  works  as  a  painter  and  writer. 
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Upfront 


Martha  Fleming  talks  to  three  women  who  play  their  own  music  —  without  labels 

The  Slits:  pointed  girl-talk 


When  The  Slits  played  Toronto 
last  November  ,  they  cut  their 
set  short.  After  the  sixth  tune, 
guitarist  Viv  leaned  into  her 
microphone.  "Ari  says  she 
thinks  you  expected  something  dif- 
ferent," Viv  told  the  audience.  "We 
play  our  own  music,  no  labels."  And  so 
they  do,  much  to  the  surprise  of  the 
predominantly  punk  crowd  in  that  hole 
of  a  club  known  as  The  Edge. 

The  Slits  had  arrived  at  The  Edge 
shortly  after  I  had,  and  their  entrance 
had  been  unmistakable.  Tessa  wore  a 
black  stetson  perched  unsteadily  on  top 
of  thick  black  curls.  In  a  beige  knitted 
dress  that  kept  sticking  to  her  stockings 
and  a  clutch  of  matching  beige  netting 
bobbypinned  to  her  blonde  hair,  Viv 
looked  very  matronly  and,  if  possible, 
even  more  English  than  Tessa.  Ari,  the 
tall  one  made  even  taller  by  a  pile  of 
rampant  dreadlocks,  is,  at  age  18,  the 
youngest.  Though  she  is  the  most  notor- 
iously eccentric  of  the  three,  she  was 
certainly  the  most  conservatively 
dressed  that  night. 


After  a  brief  sound  check,  I  followed 
them  up  to  the  dressing  room  and 
talked  to  Viv  for  a  while  before  we  were 
joined  by  Tessa,  who  plays  the  bass. 
Ari,  who  does  most  of  the  vocals,  was 
skanking  away  on  stage,  rattling  her 
draw-string  handbag  at  the  assembled. 

The  Slits  began  in  the  mid-Seventies 
as  a  punk  band  —  in  fact,  the  first  all- 
girl  punk  band  —  but  their  music  and 
their  lyrics  have  evolved  with  them  and 
with  the  times.  Here,  finally,  is  a 
woman's  pop  band  for  women  to  listen 
to.  While  Marianne  Faithfull  still 
sounds  surprised  that  "though  she  ain't 
done  nothin'  wrong  she  feels  guilt," 
and  Peggy  Lee  is  still  considered  endear- 
ing when  she  tosses  off:  "though  you 
seldom  kiss  her  she  keeps  coming  back 
for  more  cause  that's  what  a  woman  is 
for,"  The  Slits  are  writing  songs  to 
glorify  shoplifting  and  satirize  "Love 
und  Romance." 

"I  listen  to  people  talking  in  shops 
and  on  the  street.  That's  where  it  comes 
from,"  says  Viv.  The  Slits  pinpoint  the 


unavoidable  neuroses  of  modern  wo- 
men in  the  occurrences  of  the  everyday. 
But  every  tune  has  its  dig.  The  Slits  are 
only  too  aware  of  the  social  structure 
that  fertilizes  those  neuroses,  and  they 
aren't  letting  anyone  off: 


"I've  never  missed  you  - 
dreaming  on  a  bus.  " 
{ '  'Ping  Pong  Affair ' ') 


only  sometimes, 


"I  have  to  buy  (are  you  being  affected?}. 
I  need  consoling  (you  may  be  addicted). 
I  need  something  new,  something  to  be 

lured  to. 
I  need  to  satisfy  this  empty  feeling.  " 
("Spend,  Spend,  Spend") 

The  connection  between  the  women's 
movement  and  pop  music  has  been  a 
difficult  one  to  make  —  much  more  dif- 
ficult than  the  connection  between 
music  and  almost  any  other  contempor- 
ary political  movement.  Bands  like  The 
Clash  and  Tom  Robinson's  have,  at 
least  to  some  extent,  brought  their 
message  into  the  mainstream.  But 
women  have  always  had  a  problem  with 


Typical  Girls 

Typical  Girls  get  sad  too  quickly. 

Typical  Girls  are  so  confusing. 

Typical  Girls  —  you  can  always  tell. 

Typical  Girls  don 't  think  too  clearly. 

Typical  Girls  are  unpredictable. 

Typical  Girls  are  looking  for  something. 

Typical  Girls  fall  under  a  spell. 

Typical  Girls  buy  magazines. 

Typical  Girls  feel  like  hell. 

Typical  Girls  worry  about  spots,  fat  and  noxious  smells. 

Typical  Girls  don 't  drive  well. 

Typical  Girls  can 't  decide  what  clothes  to  wear. 

Typical  Girls  are  sensitive. 

Typical  Girls  are  emotional. 

Typical  Girls  are  really  swell. 

Typical  Girls  learn  how  to  mantrap. 

Typical  Girls  don  7  rebel. 

Who  invented  the  Typical  Girl? 

Who's  bringing  out  the  new  improved  model? 

There 's  another  marketing  ploy  — 

The  Typical  Girl  gets  the  Typical  Boy, 

The  Typical  Boy  gets  the  Typical  Girl. 


the  politics  of  popular  music,  which  has 
remained  for  the  most  part  in  the  pre- 
dominantly male  bastion  of  rock  and 
roll. 

The  Slits  have  short-circuited  the 
dilemma  by  creating  their  own  sound, 
as  new  as  the  next  wave  and  as  comple- 
mentary with  their  politics  as  it  could 
be.  Communally  harmonic  and  disso- 
nant at  once,  their  orchestration  con- 
stantly threatens  to  collapse,  remaining 
utterly  dependent  on  the  private  dyna- 
mic of  The  Slits  together.  Their  honed 
lyrics  and  layered,  atonal  compositions, 
their  individualist  appearance,  their  visi- 
ble connection  to  one  another  both 
musically  and  as  friends  all  make  The 
Slits  in  Hve  performance  more  than 
simply  a  concert. 

"In  music,  a  stage  presence  or  per- 
sona is  sort  of  de  rigueur,  but  that's  not 
our  style,"  say  The  Slits.  "We  want 
people  to  feel  they're  in  their  living 
room  with  us."  Many  of  the  tunes  are 
conversational,  both  musically  and 
lyrically,  and  the  combination  of  form 
and  content  is  guilelessly,  familiarly, 
pointedly  girl-talk. 

Their  new  album  is  due  out  early  in 
1981,  and  will  include  a  reggae-influ- 
enced revamp  of  John  Holt's  "Man 
Next  Door"  as  well  as  a  number  of  new 
Slits  tunes  such  as  "Girls  and  Their 
Willies"  and  "Improperly  Dressed." 
They  played  "Improperly  Dressed"  for 
the  audience  at  The  Edge.  "People  deal 
with  you  the  way  you  appear  to  them," 
says  Viv,  "and  dressing  is  a  large  part  of 
that.  The  song  is  about  dressing  as  a 
form  of  camouflage.  If  I  go  out  all 
dressed  up  like  this  I'm  sort  of 
anonymous  and  unapproachable, 
really." 

But  she  wasn't  to  me.  As  I  left  The 
Slits'  temporary  "living  room,"  our 
conversation  had  moved  to  Steve  Beres- 
ford's  back.  Beresford  was  along  for 
the  tour,  and  he  plays  many  of  the  "in- 
struments" which  on  The  Slits  1979 
album,  CUT,  mark  the  female-identified 
ingenuity  of  the  sound  —  the  dropping 
spoon,  the  matchbox,  the  deflating 
balloon  and  other  toys. 

Trying  to  correct  Beresford's 
swayback,  Viv  had  said,  "Here,  just 
pull  your  stomach  in  like  this  and  pull 
your  hips  forward  under  it.  Just  like 
ballet.  You  know,  that's  what 
policemen  do  —  ballet.  I  mean  all  that 
rocking  back  and  forth  from  heel  to 
toe.  That's  all  ballet,  you  know.  I  won- 
der if  they  know  that's  what  they're 
learning?"  D 


Discography 


CUT,  by  The  Slits.  1979.  Antilles,  a 
Division  of  Islanfl  Records.  AN  7077. 
In  The  Beginning,  Man  Next  Door, 
Animal  Space,  12"  45rpm  by  The  Slits. 
To  be  released  by  Island  in  1981. 
The  Slits  have  recorded  on  the  Rough 
Trade,  Human  Records  and  Y3  labels  in 
Britain.  Write  to  The  Slits  at  284  Pen- 
tonville  Road,  London  Nl,  England. 

Martha  Fleming  is  a  free-lance  writer 
living  in  Toronto. 
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Our  Image 


Musings  on  our 

mythologies,  art,  adolescence 

—  and  how  many  of  us  there  really  are 


Edmund  White,  author  of 
States  of  Desire,  TYavels 
in  Gay  America  and 
Nocturnes  for  the  King  of 
Naples,  and  co-author  with 
Dr  Charles  Silverstein  of  The 
Joy  of  Gay  Sex,  was  in 
Canada  recently  to  speak  at  a 
benefit  for  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee.  TBP's 
Stephen  MacDonald  and 
Gerry  Oxford  spoke  with  him 
during  his  visit. 

TBP:  It  seems  that  the  book  of  yours 
that  is  being  talked  about  most  right 
now  is  States  of  Desire.  How  did  you  go 
about  meeting  people  for  the  book? 
Was  it  primarily  interviews? 

EW:  It  was  really  very  amateurish.  In 
some  towns  I  had  names  of  friends  of 
friends  to  look  up,  other  places  I  didn't 
know  anyone  and  I  would  just  go  to  a 
bar  and  start  talking  to  people.  I  think 
that  makes  my  sample  of  people  rather 
biased,  because  I  didn't  really  meet  a  lot 
of  older,  more  closety-type  gays.  Also 
poorer  people,  blue-collar  workers  and 
black  people,  because  they  don't  tend  to 
go  to  the  bars  in  most  of  the  places  I 
visited. 

TBP:  My  impression  was  that  a  lot  of 
the  people  in  the  book  were  very 
wealthy. 

EW:  I  suppose  that's  true.  These  were 
often  friends  of  friends,  who  put  me  up 
and  then  introduced  me  to  their  friends. 
The  interesting  thing  is  that  a  lot  of 
people  who've  read  the  book  and  then 
gone  to  these  towns  have  said  "You 
make  them  sound  much  more  pleasant 
than  they  really  are.  It  really  /,s  terribly 
dreary  in  Houston;  it  really  is  horribly 
closety  and  boring  in  Seattle."  Whereas 
some  critics  felt  I  was  very  waspy  and 
critical  of  these  places,  people  I  know 
who've  followed  up  think  1  was  too 
much  of  a  Pollyanna,  describing  these 
places  in  terms  that  were  too  glowing. 

TBP:  What  about  the  people  from 
the  cities  themselves? 


EW:  They  never  like  it.  People  think 
that  you  were  right  about  every  place 
except  their  own. 

TBP:  There  were  sections  where  you 
were  obviously  the  city  sophisticate 
drawing  points  out  of  rural  bigots. 

EW:  Sort  of  disregarding  the  inten- 
tion of  the  person  who  is  speaking? 
Well,  this  is  true.  I  think  I  felt  it  would 
be  more  interesting  to  read  something 
that  was  opinionated,  rather  than  verba- 
tim transcripts  of  people  telling  their 
own  story  in  their  own  words.  It's  true 
that  I  sort  of  manhandled  a  lot  of  the 
people  I  interviewed,  and  maybe  didn't 
show  as  much  respect  for  their  integrity 
as  I  should  have,  but  I  think  that  a  book 
that  isn't  entertaining  is  a  book  that 
isn't  read. 

TBP:  I  got  the  impression  you  didn't 
like  San  Francisco  very  much. 

EW:  I  really  don't. 

TBP:  Yet  in  terms  of  gay  imagination 
and  myths,  San  Francisco  is  one  of  the 
most  important  cities  in  North  America. 

EW:  I  can't  remember  if  I  actually 
said  this  or  not,  and  maybe  this  is  my 
own  gay  chauvinism,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  gays  are  usually  very  good  at  the 
arts,  that  many  of  the  leading  people  in 
the  various  arts  in  cities  like  New  York, 
Washington  and  Boston  are  gay;  so  you 
would  think  that  in  San  Francisco,  with 
its  enormous  concentration  of  gay 
people,  something  interesting  would 
have  happened.  But  it's  produced  abso- 
lutely nothing  artistic  of  any  merit:  no 
books  that  I  can  think  of,  no  sym- 
phonies, no  ballet,  no  opera,  nothing. 
That  seems  shocking  to  me.  What's 
happened  is  that  there  are  interesting 
bars,  interesting  baths,  a  vivid  and  com- 
plex S/M  scene.  It  really  is  like  what 
people  criticize  gays  for  being:  self- 
indulgent,  hedonistic,  driven  in  their 
search  for  pleasure. 

Really,  to  decide  to  live  there  is  to 
decide  lo  be  gay,  to  make  gayness  the 
main  thing  of  your  life.  Gay  sex,  that  is. 
And  maybe  some  form  of  gay  politics, 
gay  socializing.  As  I  mentioned  in  the 
book,  1  think  that  for  young  people 
who  are  growing  up  in  the  west,  or  in  a 
small  town,  going  to  San  Francisco  in 
your  twenties  is  a  very  valuable  experi- 
ence for  consolidating  your  gay  identity. 


to  incubate  it.  But  for  somebody,  say, 
in  his  late  thirties  and  living  in  Toronto 
or  New  York  to  give  up  his  job  and 
move  to  San  Francisco  is,  I  think,  a 
disastrous  move. 

TBP:  In  the  context  of  San  Francisco, 
you  draw  parallels  between  adolescence 
and  the  gay  lifestyle  in  what  appear  to 
be  approving  terms. 

EW:  It  seems  to  me  that  if  you  look 
at  other  animals,  other  primates,  the 
period  when  they  actually  learn  is  in 
their  childhood,  and  that's  connected 
with  play  and  playfulness.  There- 
fore you  would  think  there  would  be 
some  value  in  extending  that  period  of 
playfulness  into  adult  life,  and  I  sup- 
pose I  think  that  is  a  good  aspect  of  gay 
life.  But  I  think  the  aspect  of  not  having 
a  career  and  not  settling  down  —  a  lot 
of  gays  in  San  Francisco  live  on  welfare 
year  after  year  —  is  a  strange  and  self- 
destructive  choice. 

It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  reasons 
for  homophobia  among  straight  people 
is  envy  of  the  seeming  freedom  and  lack 
of  responsibility  gays  have.  Our  society 
is  making  a  massive  shift  from  an  ethic 
of  self-sacrifice  to  an  ethic  of  self- 
fulfillment.  A  lot  of  people  raising 
children  are  losing  their  conviction  that 
they  should  live  according  to  this  ethic 
of  self-sacrifice,  are  thinking  that 
maybe  they  should  be  putting  them- 
selves first.  The  feeling  toward  gays  is 
one  of  resentment:  with  single  straights, 
married  people  can  always  console 
themselves  with  the  notion  that  maybe 
those  .singles  will  eventually  get  married, 
whereas  gays  arc  obviously  conspicu- 
ously committed  to  not  getting  married. 
And  the  more  pressures  placed  on 
family  people,  particularly  economic 
pressures,  ihc  more  resentment  there  is 
al  the  freedom  of  singles  in  general,  and 
gays  in  particular. 


TBP:  In  your  dealings  with  pub- 
lishers, are  you  labelled  as  a  writer  who 
deals  specifically  with  gay  themes? 

EW:  If  anything,  I'm  pressured  to 
drop  the  gay  stuff  because  the  gay  stuff 
doesn't  sell  very  well. 

TBP:  Even  States  of  Desire? 

EW:  That  hasn't  sold  very  well.  The 
Joy  of  Gay  Sex  didn't  sell  very  well 
either.  Most  people  in  publishing  say 
"Why  waste  your  time  on  all  this  gay 
stuff?  You  don't  make  any  money.  We 
don't  make  any  money." 

TBP:  It's  interesting  that  these  books 
aren't  selling  well.  What  about  the  "gay 
market"? 

fH  ;  Well  first  of  all,  I  don't  think 
10<''o  of  the  population  is  gay.  1  think 
only  about  3S  is,  and  most  of  those 
people  are  not  very  serious  about  gay 
culture  or  gay  literature.  Like  everybody 
else,  they'd  rather  read  Stommy 
Dearest,  or  the  newspaper,  or  not  read 
al  all. 

I  would  say  I  have  a  real  interest  m 
writing  about  gays,  to  get  an  under- 
standing of  my  own  life.  I  think  1  like 
being  a  "gay  writer."  aside  from  the 
political  implications,  because  your 
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readership  takes  you  seriously,  and  even 
if  you  only  have  fifty  people  at  a  read- 
ing, there's  an  intense  interest  and  they 
respond  very  strongly.  It's  Uke  any 
minority  group,  they  feel  that  "You're 
speaking  for  us."  It's  very  gratifying. 
I'd  rather  be  me  than  John  Updike, 
even  though  he  has  a  huge  readership, 
because  I  don't  think  his  readers  par- 
ticularly care  what  he's  saying. 

TBP:  Do  you  think  that  the  discus- 
sion of  whether  there  is  a  gay  art  is  a 
futile  question  for  us  to  be  struggling 
with? 

EW:  I  think  that  there's  some  good 
things  about  it.  For  instance,  my  own 
feeUng  is  that  a  writer  like  Ronald  Fir- 
bank  is  a  great  genius,  and  that  if  his 
genius  hasn't  been  sufficiently  recog- 
nized, it's  partly  because  people  have 
been  prejudiced  against  his  content, 
which  is  to  some  extent  gay.  Even  more 
importantly,  a  lot  of  major  critics  who 
are  heterosexual  have  said  that  good 
writing  is  always  simple,  straight- 
forward, transparent,  in  the  Anglo- 
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Saxon  tradition,  that  it  shouldn't  draw 
attention  to  itself,  it  shouldn't  be  overly 
complex  or  ornamental.  But  fantasy 
and  ornament  are  two  aspects  of  much 
gay  writing,  and  as  gay  critics  we  can 
say  that  this  writing  is  better  to  the 
degree  that  it  is  more  fantastic  and 
ornamental;  that  this  simple,  clear  style 
is  a  bore.  Obviously  I'm  overstating  it: 
there  are  a  lot  of  simple,  clear  writers  I 
adore,  Uke  Chekhov  and  Isherwood. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  to  rule  out  a 
complex,  baroque  style  because  it's  sup- 
posed to  be  alien  to  the  Great  EngHsh 
Tradition  is  a  terrible  mistake,  and  that 
gay  critics  can  take  a  new  look  at 
"affectation"  because  they  can  feel  less 
threatened  by  it. 

TBP:  Is  there  something  useful  in  gay 
critics  debating  and  trying  to  develop  a 
definition  of  gay  sensibility? 

EW:  I  think  so,  as  long  as  we  don't 
come  up  with  an  airtight  definition  that 
manages  to  exclude  all  the  good  gay 
literature.  If  you  take  the 
"propaganda"  approach,  for  instance. 


it  seems  fine  and  it  makes  sense,  except 
it  manages  to  rule  out  the  few  good  gay 
novels  we  happen  to  have,  like  Dancer 
from  the  Dance.  Dancer  is  rather  low 
consciousness,  all  about  people  who  go 
to  discos  and  commit  suicide  and  things 
like  that.  It  gives  a  rather  frivolous, 
unhealthy,  neurotic  view  of  gay  life.  But 
it  also  happens  to  be  one  of  the  two  or 
three  good  gay  books  we  have,  so  if  we 
dismiss  it  because  we  don't  Uke  its 
politics,  then  we  have  managed  to  create 
a  gay  criticism  that  ranks  our  best  gay 
novel  very  low.  The  ideological  content 
of  gay  criticism  should  not  outweigh  the 
artistic  sensitivity. 

I'm  not  suggesting  that  gay  art  should 
be  looked  at  by  gay  critics  as  though  it 
were  purely  irresponsible.  I'm  simply 
saying  that  the  critic  can  have  very  good 
poUtics  and  can  have  a  clever  and  subtle 
poUtical  analysis  of  a  novel  that  itself 
may  be  apolitical,  bad  poUtics  or  what- 
ever. PoHtics  is  not  the  responsibiUty  of 
the  artist,  it's  the  responsibility  of  the 
critic.  D 


The  clawless  crustacean  comes  out  of  his  shell 


Reflections  of  a  Rock  Lobster,  by  Aaron 
Fricke.  Alyson  Publications,  1981. 

Adults  too  often  talk  about  the  sexual 
and  social  needs  of  youth  over  the  heads 
of  the  young.  Young  gay  people  in  par- 
ticular suffer  from  invisibiUty  and 
silence.  This  book  is  the  voice  of  a 
young  gay  man  who  relates  acts  of 
everyday  heroism  without  fanfare,  and 
who  gives  Uving  substance  to  terms  Uke 
gay  pride  and  gay  Uberation.  The  sub- 
title of  this  book  is  a  "A  Story  About 
Growing  Up  Gay,"  a  story  which 
becomes  a  narrative  of  colUsions  be- 
tween people  who  can  and  do  play  by 
the  rules  of  the  game,  and  a  person  who 
can't  and  won't.  There  are  collisions 
but  no  melodrama.  There  are  also 
moments  of  insight  and  poetry.  Besides 
being  refreshing  in  its  own  right,  the 
simplicity  of  the  writing  is  also  a  virtue 
for  a  book  which  should  be  accessible  to 
all  adolescents  and  to  any  Uterate  child. 

"By  the  first  grade,"  writes  Fricke, 
"I  was  sexually  active  with  my  friends. 
In  fact,  a  small  group  of  us  met  in  the 
grjmimar  school  lavatory  to  perform  fel- 
latio on  one  another."  (A  curious  lapse 
from  plain  prose:  surely  the  kids  in  the 
washroom  were  sucking  each  other's 
cocks.)  Fricke  describes  being  beaten  by 
a  mother  who  discovers  her  son  and 
Fricke  having  sex.  In  the  fourth  grade 
he  kisses  all  the  girls  and  boys  in  his 
class,  and  the  principal  calls  in  his 
mother  to  tell  her  that  her  son  is  a 
homosexual.  During  a  horny  and  lonely 
adolescence  he  develops  a  crush  on  his 
gym  teacher.  At  this  time,  he  writes,  "I 
resembled  a  crustacean  with  no  claws:  I 
had  my  shell  for  protection,  yet  I  would 
never  do  anything  to  hurt  someone  else. 
Sitting  on  a  rock  under  thousands  of 
pounds  of  pressure,  surrounded  by 
enemies,  the  most  I  could  hope  for  was 
that  no  one  would  cause  me  more  harm 
than  my  shell  could  endure." 

During  a  day  trip  to  Provincetown  in 
the  summer  after  tenth  grade,  he  comes 
across  a  gay  pride  march;  the  emotional 
reverberations  do  not  strike  off  his 
chains.  The  real  turn  in  his  life  comes 
when  he  meets  Paul  Guilbert,  a  sixteen- 
year-old  fellow  student  who  has  come 
out  and  is  involved  in  the  gay  move- 
ment. Guilbert  shows  Fricke  some  gay 
pornography:  with  his  hands  sweating 
and  sticking  to  the  pages,  Fricke  gives 
up  all  pretence  and  turns  to  his  friend  to 


say,  "If  you  haven't  guessed,  I'm  gay 
too." 

It  is  Guilbert  who  first  attempts  to 
take  a  male  escort  to  the  high  school 
prom,  but  at  seventeen  he  has  no  legal 
recourse  against  the  opposition  of  his 
parents  and  the  school  principal,  Mr 
Lynch.  The  following  year  though, 
Fricke  takes  up  the  same  fight,  and  at 
eighteen  he  is  able  to  take  his  case  to 
court.  With  the  aid  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  he  wins,  and  he  attends  the 
prom  with  Paul  Guilbert.  Fricke  writes 
a  kind  of  lyric  in  which  he  describes 
everybody  dancing  indiscriminately  with 
everybody  else  to  the  beat  of  "Rock 
Lobster"  by  the  B-52s.  After  gradua- 
tion, Mr  Lynch  —  a  resentful  fossil  of  a 
man  —  tells  Fricke,  "You  know, 
Aaron,  if  this  question  ever  arises  again, 
my  answer  to  other  homosexuals  will  be 
the  same." 

Moving  from  self-pity  to  anger  to 
action,  Fricke  comes  up  against  peers, 
parents,  school,  religion,  law,  police 
and  a  short  stay  in  a  juvenile  rehabilita- 
tion centre. 

In  1934  Wilhelm  Reich  wrote,  "Just 
one  revolutionary  child  brought  up 
without  religion  can  stir  up  an  entire 


school,  but  unless  this  effect  is  properly 
organized  it  will  remain  merely  acciden- 
tal." We  can  be  thankful  that  reformist 
groups  like  the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
come  to  the  aid  of  individuals  like 
Fricke,  but  Mr  Lynch  and  his  legion  of 
allies  will  work  hard  to  make  sure  that 
the  social  effect  is  "merely  accidental." 
The  next  step  is  for  revolutionary 
children  and  revolutionary  adults  to 
become  allies. 

Scott  "nicker  D 


Songs  for  survival 

Holly  Near  In  Concert.  Convocation  Hall, 
Toronto.  March  ,  1981. 

The  visual  counterpoint  on  stage  was 
striking  —  the  singer,  the  pianist  and 
the  signer  —  not  the  usual  ensemble  for 
an  evening's  musical  entertainment. 
But  this  group  was  unique,  as  it 
featured  singer-songwriter  Holly  Near, 
accompanist  Adrienne  Torf  and  two 
interpreters  who  shared  the  task  of 
translating  Near's  words  to  images  for 


the  hearing-impaired  members  of  the 
audience. 

This  was  one  of  many  elements  which 
infused  the  concert  with  a  special 
atmosphere,  from  the  community 
announcements  at  the  start  of  the  con- 
cert, to  Near's  commiseration  with  the 
crowd  on  the  preceding  day's  provincial 
election  results.  The  songs  themselves 
were  the  key  element,  deftly  combining 
musical  inspiration  with  political  con- 
victions in  a  blend  that  was  never  too 
heavy. 

Her  songs  show  her  continuing  sup- 
port for  the  struggles  of  oppressed 
people  and  concern  for  the  damage 
being  done  to  our  environment,  par- 
ticularly through  the  proliferation  of 
nuclear  energy.  She  mentioned  early 
singing  days  as  an  anti-war  activist  and 
her  inner  struggles  as  a  performer  for  a 
growing,  demanding  community.  She 
spoke  of  the  strength  of  "music  about 
women's  lives,  taking  it  out  so  that 
others  can  learn  what  we  have  learned." 

She  swung  easily  from  upbeat  ener- 
getic tunes  to  slow  ballads,  demon- 
strating her  solid  skills  not  only  as  a 
songwriter,  but  as  a  knowing  per- 
former. With  a  fuU-throated  vocal 
sound  that  could  get  a  less  experienced 
singer  into  trouble,  she  moved  the  audi- 
ence around  a  circle  of  images  and 
sounds  about  love,  working  women,  the 
handicapped,  unemployment,  poUtical 
prisoners  in  Chile  and  war  in  El 
Salvador,  and  about  the  need  to  inte- 
grate the  struggle  for  a  safe  environment 
into  our  daily  lives,  for  our  survival. 

The  keyboard  and  occasional  vocal 
back-up  of  Adrienne  Torf  provided  the 
perfect  complement  to  Near's  strong 
vocal  effects.  She  showed  a  sure  control 
of  the  instrument,  her  skill  as  a  pianist 
transmitting  her  evident  love  for  the 
music.  All  this  was  admirably  set  off  by 
the  lightingf  .sound  and  overaU  produc- 
tion by  Womynly  Way. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  evening, 
singing  without  accompaniment.  Near 
reminded  us  of  a  time  when  women 
sang  together  daily,  about  their  lives, 
their  work,  food,  children,  love.  It  was 
a  time  when,  as  Sophie  Drinker  tells  us 
in  Women  and  Music,  men  weren't 
around  to  tell  the  women  how  or  what 
to  sing.  We  were  a  radical  choir  that 
evening  at  Convocation  Hall,  when 
everyone  there,  at  Holly's  request,  sang 
"We  are  gay  and  lesbian  people..." 
whether  they  were  or  not. 

Elizabeth  Bolton  D 


Not  the  usual  ensemble:  accompanist  Adrienne  Torf  and  singer-songwriter  Holly  Near  in  Toronto  with  interpreter  for  the  hearingrimpaired 
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Bent:  reflections  in  a  sharp-edged  mirror 


Bent  by  Martin  Sherman. 
Warehouse  Theatre,  Winnipeg,  January 
1981 ;  Arts  Club  Theatre,  Vancouver, 
March  1981 ;  Bathurst  Street  Theatre,  Tor- 
onto, March  1981;  Theatre  3,  Edmonton, 
March  1981. 

"Every  year  there  are  two  or  three  new 
plays  in  North  America  with  the  sort  of 
strength  Bent  has.  It's  a  very  theatrical 
piece,  with  great  roles  for  the  actors. 
And  it's  very  controversial,  which  will 
bring  the  audiences  in.  We  might  have  a 
few  people  cancel  their  subscriptions 
because  of  it,  but  for  every  one  of 
those,  we'll  get  two  new  subscribers." 

Raymond  Clarke,  Associate  Artistic 
Director  of  Edmonton's  Theatre  3,  was 
very  excited  about  his  theatre  doing 
Bent.  "After  the  play  closed  on  Broad- 
way, the  New  York  producers  dropped 
the  option  of  touring  with  their  produc- 
tion, so  the  rights  were  available  for 
other  North  American  theatres.  We  got 
the  rights  first,  but  couldn't  fit  the  play 
in  earher  in  the  season.  But  I'm 
delighted  that  other  people  will  be  doing 
it  as  well." 

And  other  people  certainly  have.  Bent 
seems  to  have  found  very  fertile  soil  in 
Canada,  as  productions  have  popped  up 
like  mushrooms  in  Edmonton,  Winni- 
peg, Vancouver  and  Toronto. 

The  play  received  its  Canadian 
premiere  on  January  28  at  Winnipeg's 
Warehouse  Theatre,  in  a  production 
directed  by  David  Schurmann.  From 
Winnipeg,  Doug  Harrison  comments: 

"The  crowded  audience  at  the  Ware- 
house sat  quietly,  almost  respectfully, 
through  a  performance  designed  to 
shock  their  heterosexual  sensibilities  to 
the  core.  In  part  this  was  the  result  of 
carefully  planned  pubHcity  by  the 
theatre,  which  made  sure  that  prospec- 
tive patrons  knew  exactly  what  to  ex- 
pect. Also  the  sheer  theatrical  dynamite 
of  Sherman's  melodrama  seemed  to 
carry  the  audience  along  in  spite  of 
itself.  The  production  wasn't  perfect, 
but  Lome  Kennedy  as  Max  and  John 
Innes  as  Horst  managed  to  strike  off 
enough  sparks  together  in  their  long  sec- 
ond act  tour  de  force  to  sustain  belief 
even  in  the  play's  extravagantly  theatri- 
cal final  moments." 

The  Vancouver  production  of  Bent, 
which  opened  March  13  at  the  Arts 
Club  Theatre,  seems  to  have  garnered 
the  most  praise  of  the  four  Canadian 
productions.  Almost  unanimously,  both 
straight  and  gay  critics  heaped  super- 
latives on  director  Larry  Lillo's  produc- 
tion, and  the  run  has  been  extended  by 
almost  a  month  to  May  9.  David  Sereda 
of  Vancouver  reports: 

"Few  shows  have  struck  me  as  deeply 
as  this  one.  It  was  simply  masterful,  a 
reclaiming  of  our  mythology,  a  riveting 
drama  and  an  ennobling  depiction  of 
gay  love.  The  sensitivity  of  the  per- 
formers almost  always  matched  the 
honesty  of  the  script,  and  in  some 
scenes  saves  it  from  getting  mushily  sen- 
timental. The  result?  The  rarest  crea- 
tures in  dramatic  literature  were  given 
life:  gay  people  as  real  as  you  or  I. 

"One  middle-aged  man  went  to  his 
first  gay  rights  meeting  after  seeing  Bent 
and  revealed,  'I'm  gay  and  I've  never 
come  out,  but  now  !  want  to  work.' 
Every  act  of  our  self-assertion  is  a  small 
clipping  through  of  the  electric  fences 
which  are  slill  corralling  us.  This  is  the 
beauty  of  Bent  —  it's  a  mirror  with  very 
sharp  edges." 
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The  least  successful  of  Canada's  pro- 
ductions seems  to  be  Toronto's,  which 
opened  March  17  at  the  Bathurst  St 
Theatre.  Director  Ernest  Schwarz's 
Bent  received  mixed  reviews,  over  and 
above  the  Toronto  Star's  silly  assertion 
that,  compared  to  the  London  and 
Broadway  productions,  it  seemed  "con- 
ceived as  a  plea  for  civil  rights  for 
homosexuals.  Understandable  in  human 
terms.  Insupportable,  however,  in  dra- 
matic terms."  (The  director  had,  in 


fact,  stated  to  the  press  beforehand  that 
he  fully  intended  to  downplay  any  par- 
allels to  the  recent  Toronto  bath  raids.) 
TBP's  Jon  Kaplan  reports: 

"Toronto's  Bent  works  best  in  Brent 
Carver's  Horst,  whose  bitterness  is  as 
volatile  as  his  love.  He  is  the  main  point 
of  audience  attention  when  he  is  on 
stage,  and  that's  the  problem  with  this 
production.  Max,  the  wheeler-dealer 
who  finally  accepts  his  homosexuality  as 
well  as  his  need  for  love,  should  be  at 


the  centre  of  the  play.  But  as  Richard 
Monette  plays  him.  Max  is  too  ill- 
defined  to  care  about,  whether  we  react 
in  anger,  pity  or  compassion.  The  sec- 
ond act  doesn't  work  because  Carver 
has  no  one  to  play  against.  The  act 
should  present  a  growing  relationship 
between  the  two  men,  but  the  relation- 
ship is  only  sporadically  realized  in  this 
production.  The  careful  pacings  and 
vital  rhythms  that  the  act  requires 
weren't  there  —  due  largely  to 
Monette's  characterization. 

"The  play  has  chillingly  effective 
moments,  but  some  of  that  chill  should 
come  from  Max.  Yes,  he  says  he  can't 
love,  can't  be  emotional,  but  Max  must 
give  some  hint  of  the  emotions  that  he  is 
squelching  in  order  for  the  ending  to 
work.  Any  emotional  shakiness  that  I 
felt  at  the  end  came  from  what  hap- 
pened to  Horst,  and  not  to  Mcix,  and 
that's  certainly  not  what  Martin 
Sherman  intended." 

From  Edmonton,  Philip  Knight 
writes  that:  "The  most  important  thing 
about  Edmonton's  production  is  that  it 
expresses  its  message  clearly,  often  very 
forcefully.  The  production  is  not  with- 
out weaknessess:  I  wasn't  quite  con- 
vinced of  the  Nazi  threat  until  the  scene 
in  the  train  taking  the  prisoners  to 
Dachau.  From  that  point  on,  Raymond 
Clarke's  production  is  consistently 
strong.  As  the  relationship  between  Max 
and  Horst  grows,  like  a  flower  out  of 
the  stones  in  the  prison  camp,  Brian 
Taylor's  Horst  and  John  Peters's  Mjix 
realize  their  roles  more  and  more  in- 
tensely. Taylor  projects  all  the  warmth 
of  a  man  teaching  another  about  love 
and  self-acceptance.  Peters  shows  Max 
reacting  to  this  emotion  but  never  quite 
equalling  it,  except  perhaps  at  the 
subhme  moment  when  they  verbally 
make  love. 

"The  effect  of  the  ending  is  powerful, 
but  not  totally  overwhelming.  The  most 
striking  feature  of  this  production  is 
Clarke's  fine  ear  for  the  humour  of  the 
text,  for  it  provides  relief  from  the  ten- 
sion, but  this  may  be  precisely  why  his 
interpretation  fails  to  be  overwhelming. 
However,  Bent  is  too  important  a  play 
to  be  treated  as  a  mere  emotional 
extravaganza." 

Both  Winnipeg  and  Edmonton's  gay 
communities  sponsored  "gay  nights"  at 
their  local  productions.  In  Winnipeg, 
the  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Societv 


bought  and  resold  all  tickets  for  a  per- 
formance which,  according  to  reviewer 
Doug  Harrison,  brought  out  a  full 
house  of  gay  people,  some  of  whom  had 
already  bought  tickets  for  other  perfor- 
mances. "Dramatically,"  he  reports, 
"the  actors  were  not  at  their  best  in  the 
first  act,  apparently  thrown  by  the  dif- 
ferent response  of  the  gay  audience, 
who  laughed  knowingly  at  such  lines  as 
Uncle  Fritz's  comment  on  the  'fluff 
eyes'  of  a  suspected  gay  cruiser.  But  the 
second  act  took  on  its  full  power  and 
won  a  standing  ovation." 

In  Edmonton,  the  management  at 
Theatre  3  donated  a  preview  of  Bent  to 
the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATE).  Tickets  were  sold  by  GATE, 
MCC,  Dignity,  the  Imperial  Court  of 
Wild  Roses,  and  several  commercial 
establishments.  A  wine  and  cheese  party 
followed  the  performance,  and  GATE'S 
George  Davison  reports  that:  "We 
made  enough  money  to  pay  three 
months'  rent  for  our  drop-in  centre  and 
peer  counselling  service,  and  the  money 
will  also  be  used  to  bank  the  front-end 
costs  of  the  Western  Regional  Gay  Con- 
ference on  Easter  weeekend.  Over  and 
above  that,  cash  donations  of  $275.00 
were  collected  for  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee." 

Only  in  Edmonton  does  the  play  seem 
to  have  engendered  public  opposition. 
Ray  Speaker,  the  Social  Credit  Party's 
House  Leader  in  the  Alberta  legislature, 
criticized  the  Tory  government  for  fund- 
ing Theatre  3's  current  season  with  a 
grant  of  $1 18,243,  knowing  it  would  in- 
clude Bent.  "It's  not  right  and  it's  not 
acceptable,"  blasted  Speaker  on  March 
26.  "If  it  suggests  any  kind  of  deviance 
from  the  normal,  there  should  be  no 
grants  from  the  government."  Speaker 
also  claimed  he  had  the  backing  of 
"90%  of  Albertans  and  lOO'Vo  of  my 
constituents." 

The  next  day,  the  Edmonton  Journal, 
the  city's  major  newspaper,  editorial- 
ized against  Speaker,  stating  that  Bent  is 
"based  upon  horrifying  facts  that  can- 
not be  denied  and  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten," including  the  fact  that  Jews, 
gypsies  and  "half  a  million  homosexuals 
were  all  executed  in  the  cause  of  confor- 
mity to  an  elusive  'norm.'  The  Nazis,  of 
course,  never  upset  the  majority  of 
'good  Germans.'  They  just  put  their 
jackboots  to  the  minorities  and  the 
'good  German'  majority  barely 
objected." 

There  seems  to  be  some  disagreement 
on  the  dramatic  merit  of  the  play  itself 
among  people  who  have  seen  these  and 
other  productions  of  Bent.  Many  would 
say  that  the  structure,  the  dialogue, 
the  melodramatics  of  the  script  all  show 
an  unsure  hand  on  the  part  of  the  play- 
wright. But  it  is  undeniable  that  Bent 
has  had  a  dramatic  personal  impact  on 
many  in  its  audiences,  both  straight  and 
gay.  Perhaps  for  that  reason  alone  we 
should  be  lining  up  for  tickets. 

Compiled  by  John  AllecD 
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Homosocialism 

Pink  Triangles:  Radical  Perspectives  on  Gay 
Liberation.  Edited  by  Pam  Mitchell.  Alyson 
Publications,  1980.  $4.95. 

Pink  Triangles  is  a  useful  tool  for  les- 
bian and  gay  radicals  and  for  those  who 
are  wondering  what,  if  anything,  social- 
ism and  gay  liberation  have  to  do  with 
each  other.  Judy  MacLean  writes  in  one 
essay  that  "to  link  socialism  and  les- 
bianism is  to  link  the  unpopular  with 
the  taboo.  Every  time  I  get  someone 
convinced  about  one,  I  have  to  take  a 
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Edmonton:  John  Peters  (left)  as  Max  and  Brian  Taylor  as  Horst:  Not  acceptable,  say  the  Socreds 
Toronto:  Richard  Monette  (left)  as  Max  and  Brent  Carver  as  Horst: '  'only  sporadically  realized" 


deep  breath  and  wonder  if  I  can  muster 
the  energy  to  start  on  the  other." 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  general 
socialist  discourse,  and  more  particular- 
ly with  lesbian  and  gay  left  literature, 
may  find  this  collection  to  be  less  im- 
pressive than  other  recent  books  of  a 
similar  kind.  Homosexuality:  Power 
and  Politics,  edited  by  England's  Gay 
Left  Collective,  contained  more  contrib- 
utors and  maintained  a  higher  level  of 
theoretical  complexity;  Dennis  Altman's 
essays  in  Coming  Out  in  the  Seventies 
were  unified  by  a  single,  and  singular, 
intelligence.  Pink  Triangles  is  a  much 
more  uneven  book,  yet  I  believe  it  is  the 
most  accessible  of  all  three  to  a  general 
gay  audience.  It  serves  well  as  a  primer 
on  the  left  and  on  gay  liberation. 

One  unifying  strand  which  emerges  in 
this  book  is  the  re-evaluation  of  the 
Marxist  and  Leninist  traditions  from  a 
feminist,  lesbian,  and  gay  perspective. 
This  is  explicit  in  only  a  handful  of 
essays,  but  these  occupy  strategic  places 
in  the  collection,  summing  up  or  chal- 
lenging what  has  been  said  before.  The 
accessibility  of  the  collection  is  largely 


due  to  Pam  Mitchell's  editing  of  the 
book  into  three  conceptually  coherent 
sections. 

In  Mitchell's  words,  the  first  section 
establishes  "that  a  gay  and  lesbian 
culture  (or  cultures)  does  exist,  and  that 
the  ideas  and  institutions  that  we  share 
contain  the  seeds  of  our  liberation  but 
are  also  instruments  of  our  own  oppres- 
sion." Pornography,  the  family  and 
childhood  sexuality  are  discussed  in  this 
section.  Two  essays  by  Charley  Shively 
are  funky  and  anecdotal:  in  "Cosmetics 
as  an  Act  of  Revolution"  he  details  how 
one  can  play  with  roles,  rather  than 
simply  role-playing;  in  the  other,  "Old 
and  Gay,"  he  says  nothing  new,  but  he 
says  it  more  movingly  and  persuasively 
than  most.  In  a  more  theoretical  vein, 
Christine  Riddiough  makes  the  sound 
point  in  "Culture  and  Politics"  that 
"socialists,  even  gay  socialists,  have 
erred  too  much  on  the  side  of  rejecting 
the  culture  for  its  contradictions...." 
The  term  contradictions,  in  this  sense 
and  context,  is  part  of  our  Marxist  in- 
heritance. It's  worth  remembering  that 
contradictions  are  truly  contradictory, 


and  then  maybe  we  won't  be  so  con- 
fused or  demoralized  by  the  fact  that 
gay  ghettos  are  simultaneously  deten- 
tion camps  and  liberated  zones. 

Mitchell  describes  the  writers  included 
in  the  second  section  as  sharing  "a 
belief  that  the  experiences  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  uphold  the  validity  of 
many  of  the  basic  tenets  of  traditional 
Mju-xism,  but  that  an  expansion  of 
socialist  theory  is  necessary."  Three  of 
the  four  essays  explore  the  politics  of 
socialist-feminism  and  of  unorthodox 
Marxism.  One  essay,  however,  has  the 
quality  of  combat  among  dinosaurs. 
This  essay,  called  "Toward  a  Scientific 
Analysis  of  the  Gay  Question,"  was 
written  by  a  group  of  ten  lesbian  com- 
munists in  response  to  criticism  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  movement  by  straight 
communists. 

Many  gay  radicals  are- familiar  with 
the  political  line  that  "homosexuality  is 
a  product  of  the  decay  of  capitalism,"  a 
line  which  Stalinists  and  Maoists  have 
hardly  changed  in  the  decade  since  this 
essay  was  written.  The  essay  is  strongest 
when  it  wields  common  sense  to  demol- 
ish mystification  and  machismo;  it  is 
weakest  when  it  pleads  that  gays  are 
"perfectly  capable  of  enthusiastically 
grasping  the  science  of  Marxism- 
Leninism  and  of  being  revolutionary 
fighters."  The  question  is,  are  Marxist- 
Leninists  capable  of  grasping  the  theory 
and  practice  of  sexual  politics  and  anti- 
authoritarianism  which  they  might  learn 
from  feminists  and  gays? 

This  essay  is  the  striking  exception  to 
otherwise  quite  accessible  pieces,  but  its 
inclusion  is  justified  because  it  raises 
that  question  forcefully.  Dinosaurs  still 
stomp  among  us,  so  this  essay  is  more 
than  a  historical  document;  more  im- 
portantly, it's  a  useful  contrast  to  what 
follows  in  the  third  section,  which 
argues  for  a  different  perspective. 

Two  quotes  must  suffice.  Marc 
Killinger  writes  that  the  autonomous 
movements  of  the  oppressed  pose  a 
"vital  challenge  to  Marxism-Leninism 
and  the  notion  of  a  vangucud  party  uni- 
fying all  the  revolutionary  forces  to  lead 
the  overthrow  of  capital.  This  challenge 
rests  first  of  all  on  gay  and  women's 
liberationists'  insistence  on  autonomy 
of  formation;  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term  I  don't  mean  autonomy  to  mean 
lack  of  either  coordination  or  unity  of 
programmatic  action."  David  Fernbach 
states  that  after  "trying  to  struggle  for 
the  ideas  of  gay  liberation  back  in  the 
straight  left  for  a  few  unsuccessful 
years,"  he  decided  that  this  work  was 
"vitiated  by  an  unwillingness  to  ques- 
tion certain  central  dogmas  of  Marxism, 
seeking  to  tack  gay  liberation  on  as  an 
accessory,  whereas  what  was  really  re- 
quired was  a  more  advanced  model  of 
revolutionary  theory  altogether.... 
Today,  I  see  a  far  more  intimate  connec- 
tion between  the  oppressive  dimensions 
of  class  and  gender  than  is  allowed  for 
by  traditional  Marxism." 

In  one  of  her  letters,  the  writer 
Colette  spoke  of  working  on  a  novel: 
"J'avance  peu,  j'avance  mal  — 
j'avance"  (I  advance  little,  I  advance 
poorly  —  I  advance.)  With  all  the 
stumbling,  detours,  and  dead  ends  on 
the  left,  this  book  is  one  firm  step 
forward.  D 

Scott  l\ickern 


Our  Image  contributors  ' 

Elizabeth  Bolton  is  a  member  of  Montreal's  Androgyny 
Bookstore  Collective     Doug  Harrison  is  Involved  In 
theatre  in  Wmnipeg  . .  Jon  Kaplan  spends  his  time  hur- 
tlmg  from  theatre  to  theatre, ,  Philip  Knight  teaches 
French  at  the  University  of  Alberta...  David  Sereda  will 
be  performing  at  the  Regina  Folk  Festival  in  May  .  Scott 
Tucl(er  lives  in  Philadelphia  where  he  is  active  in  the 
Lavender  Left. 
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Blues  for  Mr  Blueboy 

Though  magazines  like  The  Body 
Politic,  Boston's  Fag  Rag  and  GCN, 
San  Francisco's  Gay  Sunshine  and  Eng- 
land's Gay  News  have  been  around  for 
almost  a  decade  now,  it  is  not  they  but 
the  glossy  "commercial"  mags  Blueboy 
and  Christopher  Street  which  are  usual- 
ly touted  —  especially  by  august  organs 
like  the  New  York  Times  —  as  the  great 
successes  of  gay  publishing.  In  fact 
while  Gay  News  and  TBP  manage  to 
forge  on  in  spite  of  government  persecu- 
tion, both  Blueboy  and  Christopher 
Street  are,  for  all  their  slickness  and 
hype,  in  serious  trouble. 

Christopher  Street,  published  —  and 
until  recently  edited  —  by  Chuck 
Ortleb,  has  always  given  the  impression 
of  being  a  professional  publication  that 
does  all  the  high-class,  fancy  things  that 
big  publications  such  as  The  New  York- 
er and  Field  &  Stream  do  (like  paying  its 
writers).  In  fact  CS  contributors  have 
had  to  wait  depressingly  long  for  their 
money  and  too  often  haven't  been  paid 
at  all.  Office  procedure  has  bordered  on 
the  chaotic,  with  loyal  subscribers  hav- 
ing to  wait  for  their  copies  to  be  deliv- 
ered decades  after  they've  hit  the  news- 
stands, and  writers'  unread  manuscripts 
lying  around  in  corners  collecting  in- 
sects. The  quality  of  articles  has  varied 
widely  but  many  of  the  best  gay  writers 
have  published  there  simply  because 
there  are  so  few  places  for  them  to  go. 
The  poetry  is  almost  always  mediocre 
and  dull. 

The  big  problems,  however,  have 
been  economic.  Apparently,  much  mon- 
ey is  owed  to  printers,  and  in  order  to 
get  out  from  under  and  to  force  would- 
be  readers  to  subscribe,  the  magazine  is 
now  being  taken  off  general  newsstand 
and  bookshop  distribution.  (Those  with 
retentive  memories  will  recall  with  warm 
feelings  of  nostalgia  and  disgust  a  pre- 
vious magazine  which  Ortleb  helped 
publish,  called  Out!  It  collapsed  after  a 
couple  of  issues  and  the  subscribers  lost 
their  money.)  Ortleb  has  now  started  yet 
another  project,  a  tabloid-format.  New 
York-oriented  gay  paper  called  New 
York  Native,  hoping  it  will  create  some 
income  and  bail  out  Christopher  Street. 
Native  and  its  smaller  rival,  Harold 
Pickett's  New  York  City  News,  fill  a 
space  left  by  the  demise  of  Gaysweek, 
the  last  New  York  City  gay  paper  of  any 
note.  But  the  future  of  Christopher 
Street  looks  shaky. 

As  for  Blueboy,  the  multi-colour 
Miami  monthly  of  porn,  prose  and  pre- 
tension, it  seems  to  be  on  the  rocks  and 
falling  apart.  Not  so  long  ago,  it  "went 
public,"  luring  hapless  investors  with 
siren  songs  of  the  big  beautiful  bucks  to 
be  made  from  the  "upwardly  mobile," 
commonly  known  as  rich  queens.  Under 
its  previous  editor,  Bruce  Fitzgerald, 
Blueboy  published,  along  with  the  balls 
&  buns,  intelligent  articles,  readable 
short  stories  and  even  excerpts  from 
plays.  But  Fitzgerald  left  a  few  issues 
back.  Did  he  know  something?  His  re- 
placement, Dean  Drury,  eliminated  the 
articles  and  non-jackoff  stories,  as  well 
as  the  fiashy,  often  inventive  photo 
features,  leaving,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, only  run-of-the-mill  porn  and  lit- 
tle "short  takes"  about  goings  on  in 
various  cities  (beefcake  beauty  contests 
and  so  on).  And  the  format  became  a 
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bit  of  a  mess,  with  grey  lines  running 
right  through  the  text. 

The  magazine's  writers  haven't  been 
paid  even  for  material  printed  as  far 
back  as  October.  I  know  because  I'm 
one  of  them  and  my  friend  Jerry  Rosco 
is  another.  Our  repeated  phone  calls 
and  letters  to  Mr  Drury  and  other 
members  of  the  staff  have  been  to  no 
avail.  One  is  simply  given  lame  excuses 
and  a  rather  obvious  run-around.  Once 
I  spoke  with  self-anointed  tycoon 
Donald  Embinder  himself,  who  as  Blue- 
boy's  publisher  is  the  man  responsible 
for  this  whole  mess.  Much  umming, 
aahing  and  nervous  giggles  from  the  Big 
Em.  Not  at  all  the  take-charge  hot-shot 
he  likes  to  picture  himself  as  being. 

What  happened?  According  to  one  of 
Blueboy's  distributors,  the  magazine 
owes  embarrassingly  large  sums  to  its 
printers  and  is  about  to  go  broke.  So 
where  is  all  the  money?  Wherever  it  is, 
Blueboy  is  now  advertising  —  in 
Christopher  Street's  New  York  Native 
yet!  —  for  a  whole  new  staff  to  operate 
out  of  Manhattan.  The  rumour  is  that 
the  printers  are  going  to  take  over  the 
operation.  Whether  this  is  true  or  not, 
all  those  eager  faggots  applying,  hearts 
full  of  hope,  for  jobs  photographing 
muscle-boys,  bullying  writers  and 
washing  coffee-cups  shouldn't  be  too 
optimistic.  They  may  be  hired.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  may  not  be  paid.  In 
the  world  of  gay  publishing,  this,  it 
seems,  is  true  success.  I  think  I  prefer 
TBP.  Here,  I  have  iron-clad  assurances 
that  I  will  not  be  paid  for  my  words. 
This  unquestionable  certainty  confers 
on  me  a  rather  Buddhist  feeling  of  tran- 
quility and  detachment  which  no  Blue- 
boy could  hope  to  instil.  Of  course,  one 
day  even  this  may  change  and  TBP  may 
begin  to  talk  of  offering  me  a  cheque. 
And  I  shall  lose  my  Faith  and  begin  to 
worry. 

Another  quiz  question,  as  promised: 
What  do  Iris  Murdoch,  Marguerite 
Yourcenar,  Ursula  Zilinsky,  Mary 
Renault,  Norah  Lofts,  GiUian  Freeman 
and  Marion  Zimmer  Bradley  have  in 
common?  Two  copies  of  On  the  Line, 
an  anthology  of  male  gay  fiction,  will  be 
shipped  to  senders  of  the  earliest 
postmarked  correct  answers  from 
Canada  and  from  beyond. D 


PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to  disease 
transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution  and  public  sanitation 
is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to  disease 
transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately  has  not  been  taught 
to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the  germ  theory  of 
disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and  female  is  still  not  being 
taught  the  responsibility  to  wash  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and 
after  sex  contact,  eliminating  those  acquired  and  one's  own  germs 
and  secretions,  in  protection  of  one's  own  health  and  that  of  one  s  sex 
partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower  digestive 
tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including  those  which  may 
cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the  female.  Here  are  some 
highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed  booklet  (Available  in  English 
and  in  Spanish;  soon  in  French.)  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

FOR  EVERYONE 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  •  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  qerms  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as 
some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and 
water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap    genitals    working    a    bit    of    soft    mushy    soap    into 

urinary  opening. 
Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 
Then  urmate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes  the  effec- 
tiveness of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is  doubly  important 
since  even  in  the  absence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non- 
gonococcal urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersoluble  prepara- 
tions that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that  will  leave  a  film 
to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  may  trap 
germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  attention 
should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have  been 
developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to  prevent  other 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will 
not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis 
which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 

DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower  digestive 
tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during  sex  activities.  Among 
the  dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus  which  causes 
hepatitis,  and  parasites  which  cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if 
they  enter  the  mouth  (anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially  those  of  the 
genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of 
these  germs  from  the  rectum,  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male 
and  vaginitis  in  the  female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping 
from  rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are  easily 
spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections,  and  from  which 
they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse. 
Therefore,  females  must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  . 

■     a     • 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be  greatly  aid- 
ed by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate  washing 
for  disease  prevention  and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone, 
unfortunately,  has  been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantaqes  of 
the  bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United 
States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and 
significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact  which  may 
spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treatment  for  urethritis,  no 
alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  impor- 
tance of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is 
required.  For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 

preparation  (Sanitube*  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  prevent  goior- 
rhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  certain  pharmacists  or 
Sanitube  Co..  Mt.  Kisco,  NY.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially  available 
vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories  and  jellies,  which 
also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  contribution  (tax  deductible  to  U.S.  citizens  only)  for  a  copy 
(quantities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE« 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 
335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY   10013 
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Inbdl  Rites 


by  Harvey  Hamburg 


Me  and  est 


Like  most  people,  I  have  an  inherent 
skepticism  about  "cults,"  and  I  see  this 
skepticism  as  having  the  potential  both 
to  protect  me  and  harm  me,  depending 
on  which  reality  I  end  up  becoming  part 
of.  And  the  background  noise  I'd 
picked  up  over  the  years  about  est  made 
me  view  it  with  uninformed  prejudice, 
as  a  cult,  a  thing  I  should  look  at  with  a 
pretty  wary  eye. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  of  my 
friends  had  taken  the  est  training,  and 
these  friends,  whose  judgment  and  per- 
spective I  have  reason  to  respect,  spoke 
highly  of  its  benefits.  My  desire  was  so 
strong  to  find  some  "answers"  to  the 
host  of  needs  that  seem  to  swirl  so  con- 
tinuously within  me  that  I  ultimately 
decided  to  take  the  plunge,  to  part  with 
the  $400  and  the  couple  of  weekends  in 
order,  possibly,  to  "transform  the 
quality  of  my  life." 

I  learned,  through  being  a  potential 
recruit,  a  fair  bit  about  the  est  opera- 
tion, and  their  know-it-all-ness  was 
quite  and  quickly  apparent.  At  a  social 
gathering  for  potential  recruits,  an  est- 
employee  exhibited  her  single-minded 
adoration  for  the  est  experience  through 
her  Conviction  that  every  reason  some- 
one proferred  for  their  disinclination  to 
take  the  training  was  yet  another  reason 
why  that  person  should  sign  up.  It  was 
both  irritating  and  a  source  of 
wonderment. 

Not  to  belabour  this  lead-up  to  the 
core  of  my  story,  I  gave  in,  signed  up, 
and  showed  up  at  the  pre-training  sem- 
inar, held  in  a  Holiday  Inn  conference 
room.  There  we  were,  200-plus  well- 
scrubbed  and,  in  general,  quite  good- 
looking  (go  explain  it!  as  my  mother 
would  say)  men  and  women,  many  of 
whom  appeared  to  be  gay  men.  After  a 
very  engaging  90  minutes,  a  break  was 
announced,  and  those  people  who  were 
late  in  passing  in  the  registration  ques- 
tionnaire were  asked  to  present  them- 
selves before  an  array  of  est  graduates 
who  would  advise  as  to  any  difficulties. 

Much  to  my  surprise,  I  was  told,  in 
the  look-em-in-the-eye  friendly  est  style, 
that  there  appeared  to  be  a  problem 
with  my  response  to  question  6.  The 
question  read:  "Marital  Status:  Single, 
Married,  Separated,  Divorced,  Wid- 
owed," with  associated  boxes.  In  an 
open,  friendly  attempt  to  be  as  forth- 
coming and  helpful  as  I  could  in  re- 
sponding to  that  question,  I  had  drawn 
in  an  extra  box,  labelled  it  "Gay"  and 
checked  it. 

Over  the  next  hour  and  a  half  I  spoke 
with  three  levels  of  est  hierarchy,  and  in 
that  time  I  had  cause  to  think  through 
and  verbalize  what,  till  then,  had  been 
only  an  inchoate  discomfort  with  ques- 
tions like  number  6.  It  is  clearly  a  ques- 
tion addressed  to  practising  heterosex- 
uals. While  I  admitted  in  response  to 
their  questioning  that  I  had  never  been 
legally  married,  my  "Marital  Status" 
could  not  then  automatically,  especially 
in  a  document  signed  by  me,  be  called 
"Single."  As  a  gay  person  living  gay,  I 
don't  see  myself  as  having  a  marital 
status.  When  pressed  on  the  point,  I 
refuse  to  voluntarily  categorize  myself 
in  a  way  that  caters  to  a  heterosexist 
bias. 

But  this  hadn't  before  been  much  of 
an  issue  for  me,  so  I  was  rather  taken 


aback  to  find  myself  doing  battle  with  a 
series  of  ever-so-earnest  est-ers  over  my 
right  to  self-definition  in  the  face  of 
their  demands  that  I  do  things  their  way 
or  not  at  all. 

And  I  swear  to  you  I  was  being  rea- 
sonable: when  they  pointed  out  that 
"Gay"  had  to  do  with  sexuality  and  not 
marital  status,  and  that  many  gay  peo- 
ple do  have  and  acknowledge  a  marital 
status,  I  acceded.  I  was,  after  all,  only 
trying  to  be  helpful  by  adding  the  cate- 
gory "Gay."  SoT  offered  to  write  in 
"not  applicable."  No,  that  would  not 
do,  they  said,  you  had  to  fill  in  one  of 
the  boxes,  it  was  up  to  the  recruit  to 
choose  between  the  five  boxes,  and  be- 
sides, was  I  really  going  to  let  this  stand 
in  the  way  of  my  attaining  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  training?  Oh.  It  became  clear 
that  there  was  a  lot  riding  on  my  unwill- 
ingness to  bend.  This  was  not  a  discus- 
sion designed  to  reach  a  reasonable 
accomodation,  this  was  an  ultimatum. 

I  felt  a  definite  attack  was  being  made 
on  my  integrity,  but  in  a  still-remaining 
spirit  of  compromise,  I  offered,  just  a 
touch  facetiously,  to  put  my  mark  in  the 
box  marked  "Widowed."  That  would 
satisfy  their  steadfast  insistence  that  I 
choose  one  of  the  proferred  options, 
but  allow  me  to  pick  one  so  patently 
false  as  to  be  meaningless.  Unfortunate- 
ly, they  saw  the  implications.  There  was 
only  one  acceptable  answer  —  their 
answer  —  to  a  question  asked  of  me. 
There  was  the  rub. 

Everyone  else  had  been  ushered  back 
into  the  auditorium,  except  the  odd  per- 
son who  had  rebelled  in  other  ways,  like 
the  man  who  wouldn't  give  a  second 
telephone  number,  or  the  woman  who 
refused  to  note  her  age.  No  answer,  no 
miracle,  and  that  was  that. 

And,  strangely  or  no,  I  did  feel  that 
their  shutting  me  out  was  an  oppression 
that  mattered.  What  got  me  particularly 
pissed  was  that  gay  people  within  est 
were  equally  insistent  that  I  give  in,  that 
I  label  myself  in  a  way  which  felt,  to 
me,  alien  and  dishonest. 

So,  I  couldn't  take  the  training. 

And  what  do  I  make  of  it  all?  Est 
asks  that  you  surrender  your  soul  (sub- 
stitute another  word,  if  you  like)  in  ex- 
change for  an  infusion  of  "vision." 
Their  devotees  would  have  you  believe 
that  the  est  vision  is  capital-I  "It."  My 
guts  tell  me  it  isn't  even  though  it  does, 
clearly,  assist  some  people  in  dealing 
with  the  world. 

But  I'm  not  prepared  to  surrender  my 
soul,  and  I'm  also  getting  filled  with 
anger  at  the  oppression  which  can  come 
down  on  us  from  seemingly  friendly 
quarters.  To  force  gay  people,  as  a  con- 
dition of  their  participation  in  est,  to 
categorize  themselves  as  though  they 
were  heterosexual  is  definitely  an 
oppression. 

Gay  est  devotees,  on  the  other  hand, 
remain  convinced,  it  would  appear,  that 
obedience  to  the  est  rules,  whatever  they 
might  be,  is  a  higher  value  than  support- 
ing a  gay  person's  resistance  to  oppres- 
sion. So  be  it,  but  their  conviction  will 
not  diminish  their  accountability,  their 
responsibility,  for  the  oppression  that 
their  acquiescence  makes  possible.  To 
me  it's  one  of  the  sadnesses  of  the  gay 
experience  that  we  can  act  that  way 
towards  each  other.  But  there  it  is.D 
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'1A  new  way  of  seeing  ourselves" 


A  woman  sprawls  on  her  stomach 
with  her  legs  apart,  hair  across 
her  face.  She  is  naked  from  the 
waist  up.  The  letters  of  the  word 
"Sinner"  slash  across  her  body. 
The  dot  of  the  "i"  appears  to  be  a 
bloody  gash  in  her  back. 

Toronto  transit  riders  will  recognize 
the  image,  an  advertisement  for  jeans 
that  recently  appeared  in  subway  cars. 
Violent?  Exploitative?  Pornographic? 
My  guess  is  that  the  photo  was  meant  to 
be  erotic,  but  few  women  could  see  the 
ad  and  not  feel  some  sense  of  unease. 
With  images  like  that  all  around  us,  it  is 
no  surprise  that  women  have  trouble 
looking  at  erotic  photography  of 
women.  It's  too  often  pornography 
under  a  different  name. 

"Some  photographers  are  more  suc- 
cessful than  others  at  shaking  the 
influence  of  images  around  us,"  says 
JEB,  the  lesbian  photographer  who  put 
together  a  sHde  show  called  "Lesbian 
Images  in  Photography:  1850-1980" 
coming  to  Toronto  in  May.  Part  of  the 
presentation,  called  "Private  Lives," 
deals  with  lesbian  erotica,  and  JEB 
(Joan  E  Biren)  admits  that  there  is  a 
fine  line  between  eroticism  and  por- 
nography. Photographs  of  women  by 
women  —  images  of  nudes  and  of  love- 
making  —  are  so  new  that  it  is  often  dif- 
ficult for  us  to  look  at  them. 

"We  are  trying  to  devise  a  new  way  of 
seeing  ourselves,"  says  JEB.  "There  are 
three  things  that  can  change  the  way  we 
look  at  these  images.  The  first  is  the 
photographer  herself.  Many  women 
can't  shake  the  influence  of  things 
around  them  and  it  shows  in  their 
work."  The  context  in  which  we  view 
the  images  is  important  and  for  this 
reason  JEB  says,  "For  this  show,  I  think 
it  is  necessary  to  have  only  women 
there."  (The  shde  show  is  restricted  to 
women  only.)  The  third  element  is  the 
subject  of  the  photo,  its  content  or 
model,  what  JEB  calls  the 
"inspiration." 

"Some  women  don't  want  things 
demystified,  the  idea  of  romance 
removed,"  explains  JEB.  A  few  people 
have  objected  to  the  erotica  section. 
Not  Rosemary  Barnes,  a  Toronto 
woman  who  saw  the  show  recently  in 
San  Francisco,  "it  really  challenged  my 
ideas  of  what  was  acceptable  and  what 
was  not,"  she  said. 

JEB  has  been  photographing  within 
the  lesbian-feminist  movement  for  the 
last  nine  years.  Her  work  has  appeared 
in  publications  like  off  our  backs. 
Quest:  A  Feminist  Quarterly  and  Our 
Right  to  Love,  and  she  has  been  a 
freelance  commercial  photographer  for 
five  years.  Recently,  she  published  a 
book  of  her  own  photographs  called 
Eye  to  Eye:  Portraits  of  Lesbians. 

The  two-and-a-half-hour  slide-talk 
presentation  grew  out  of  the  introduc- 
tion to  Eye  to  Eye.  When  historian 

Lesbian  Images  in  Photography: 
1850-1980.  Sat,  May  9,  8  pm  Bathurst  St 
Theatre,  736  Bathurst  St.  Women  only 
Tickets  $6  at  door  or  $4.50  in  advance  Irom 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  and  Glad  Day 
Bookshop.  Adapted  for  the  hearing-impaired, 
wheelchair  accessible  Reserve  childcare  by 
May  2  call  92?  8744  Photographer's 
Workshop  with  JEB  Sun.  M.iy  10,  1-5pm. 
Details  at  performance 


Eye  to  Eye:  JEB  slide  show  explores  lesbian  images  in  photography.  Pagan  and  Kady,  Monticello.  New  York,  1978. 


Judith  Schwarz  wrote  the  text  and  JEB 
tried  to  illustrate  it,  they  found  that 
there  were  things  which  needed  to  be 
said  and  shown  that  the  introduction 
could  not  contain.  JEB's  own  collection 
was  a  start  but  she  needed  to  do  a  lot 
more  research.  "I've  been  collecting 
photographs  by  women  for  the  past  ten 
years,"  she  says.  "It  was  a  personal 
interest;  I  didn't  know  this  was 
coming."  She  found  some  books  in  the 
Washington,  DC  reference  library  but 
photographs  were  more  difficult  to 
locate.  "At  first  I  had  to  take  the  books 
into  the  washrooms  at  the  library  and 
photograph  the  pictures  there,"  she 
recalls. 


What's  on 


Art 


UAIta  Loui$e  Doyle  and  Angus  McCallum. 

Drawings  by  Doyle,  an  innovative  Toronto 
figurative  artist,  and  explorations  in  pattern- 
ing by  McCallum  in  brash  abstract  paintings 
and  drawings.  Part  of  OCA  Week,  Hidden 
Gallery,  47  Yorkville  Ave.  925-0862.  April 
22  to  May  2. 

D Richard  Walker.  Exhibition  of  screen 
prints  of  New  York  City  leather  boys  and  ar- 
chitecture by  young  British  artist.  First 
Canadian  showing.  Dining  room  of  18  East, 
Extension  exhibition  organi/.ed  by  Flavio 
Belli.  Current,  through  May, 
[  1  Michael  McKenzie.  Black  and  white  and 
hand-coloured  photographs  by  young  gay 
journalisi/ photographer  from  New  York. 
Self-portraits  in  leather  and  portraits  of  his 
heroes:  Blondic,  Nureycv,  Williams,  Capote. 
Artery,  334  King  St  E.  Studio  101  (at  Parlia- 
ment). Tucs  to  Sat:  I  lam-6  pni.  Into: 
862-1390,  Current,  through  May  16, 

ILorraincC  Parow.  Non-traditional  high- 
fashion  cibachromc  photographs  of  men  and 
women,  limited  scries.  Second  lloor  of 
I  ipstick.  To  May  15.  Info:  367-9770, 


"Lesbian  Images  in  Photography: 
1850-1980"  was  first  shown  in  San 
Francisco  in  November  1979.  Since 
then,  JEB  has  been  revising  it  as  new 
ideas  arise  and  viewers  contribute 
photographs.  The  presentation  begins 
with  "herstorical"  sHdes  and  insights 
progresses  through  contemporary  pho- 
tography and  finishes  with  a  section  of 
experimental  techniques  and  images. 

"One  of  the  purposes  of  the  show  is 
to  encourage  visibility,"  JEB  says, 
describing  "The  Look,  The  Stance,  The 
Clothes."  This  section  searches  for  a 
lesbian  identity  in  portraits,  gestures, 
poses  and  costumes.  "I've  been  accused 
of  setting  a  new  stereotype,"  she  adds. 


□  Skinscapes.  The  human  form  in  mixed 
media,  featuring  50  photographs  by  Norman 
Hatton,  as  well  as  sculpture  and  pastels  by 
other  artists,  Hatton's  photos  highlight  skin 
textures  of  the  male  body  with  erotic  touches 
of  leather  and  velvety  black  shadows. 
Graphics  International,  97  Winchester  St, 
Opening  May  2  and  by  appointment 
thereafter.  Info:  923-5513. 


Stage 


Many  of  the  shows  listed  below  are  part  of 
Onstage  '81,  the  Toronto  Theatre  Festival, 
which  runs  from  May  II  to  May  31.  These 
are  marked  TTF  after  the  luting.  Each  show 
has  its  own  performance  dates  and  limes. 
For  more  information  and  tickets,  contact 
BASS  outlets  or  call  69H-2277. 
1    Benl.  Martin  Sherman's  play  about  gay 
oppression  in  Na/i  Germany.  Tucs-f-ri,  8 
pm;  Sat,  6  and  9:30  pm;  Sun,  2  pm.  Bathurst 
St  Theatre.  736  Bathurst  St,  535-0591  or 
through  BASS  outlets.  Through  May  3. 

Despite  .\ll  Claims  lo  (he  Conlrar),  Ihe 
World  is  Hall  A  topical  rc\  ic»  that  includes 
sonic  material  on  ilie  bath  taijs.  I  ues-I-ii,  9 
pm;  Sal.  8  and  10:30  pm.  Black  C  at  C  abaiel. 
42  Hayden  St.  922-3151, 


"I  think  that  means  I'm  imposing  some- 
thing. I  don't  think  that's  true." 
Rosemary  Barnes  agrees.  "JEB  really 
encouraged  women  to  contribute  photos 
and  ideas,"  Barnes  recalls. 

"Lesbian  Images"  does  not  operate 
on  the  premise  that  we  are  like  everyone 
else  —  only  lesbian.  It  tries  to  show  how 
lesbian  culture  is  unique.  According  to 
Barnes,  "JEB  comments  on  what  makes 
these  photographs  distinctive.  She  talks 
of  a  'lesbian  look.'" 

Perhaps  in  some  future  advertisement 
for  jeans,  eroticism  will  supersede  por- 
nography. Look  closely.  It  may  have 
been  photographed  by  a  lesbian. 

Heidi  LaudonD 


let  My  People  Come.  A  musical  about 
sex,  whose  tame  nudity  has  alarmed  the 
Morality  Squad.  Basin  St  Cabaret.  180 
Queen  St  W,  598-3013.  Through  May  9, 
[JMy  Pal  Friend.  A  woman  with  a  weight 
problem  tries  to  slim  down  with  the  help  of 
her  gay  friend.  The  Variety  Dinner  Theatre, 
2335  Yonge  St.  488-2111.  Through  May  2. 
[.Norma.  The  Canadian  Opera  Company's 
long-awaited  production  of  Bellini's  ojjera, 
starring  Joan  Sutherland  and  Tatiana 
Troyanos.  An  opera  queen's  dream  come 
true  —  and  also  for  anyone  who  wants  to 
hear  some  beautiful  singing,  O'Kecfe  Centre, 
I  Front  St  E.  April  28-May  10. 
i  'The  Killinii  of  Sisler  (ieorge.  Frank  Mar- 
cus's play  in\ol\ing  a  lesbian  lo\e  triangle. 
British  radio  soap  opera.  Wed-Sat,  8:30  pm. 
Alumnae  Theatre.  70  Berkeley  St.  364-4170. 
April  :^May  *>. 

What  Ihe  Buller  San .  One  of  Joe  Orion's 
sasagely  funny  farces  which  deals,  typically, 
with  \arious  sexual  permutations  and  com- 
binations. Presented  by  the  Fair\ie»  Players. 
8:30  pm.  Pauhnc  McGibbon  Cultural  Cen- 
tre. 86  Lombard  St.  363-7929.  April  29- 
May  9, 
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Wed,  Apr  22 

DThe  Trocks.  Through  Sat,  April  25  at 
Ryerson  Theatre.  See  Dance. 
D  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  Cen- 
tre for  Affirmation  and  Dialogue,  St  Philip 
House,  507  Queen  St  E,  7:30  pm. 
DCris  Williamson.  Lesbian  singer  at  Har- 
bourfront.  See  Music. 
DRTPC  Gay  Street  Patrol.  Organizational 
meeting  to  discuss  aims,  philosophy  and 
commitments  of  volunteers.  Anyone  in- 
terested welcome.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  Rm  23,  8  pm. 
D Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8 
pm. 

□  Get  funded!  Application  forms  for  fund- 
ing by  Gay  Community  Appeal  in  its  1981 
campaign  now  available  at  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  and  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore. 
Deadline  for  submissions:  June  IS. 


Thu,  Apr  23 


! Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals  .  General  Meeting,  7:30  pm. 
Info  on  location:  532-091 1 . 

□  Women's  Place  in  Politics.  Don't  miss  the 
debate  of  the  year!  NDPer  Kay  MacPherson 
and  former  Conservative  cabinet  minister 
Jean  Pigott  takes  on  Toronto  Maple  Leaf 
president  Harold  Ballard  and  Toronto  Star 
columnist  and  historian  Edward  Shorter. 
Sponsored  by  National  Action  Committee 
on  the  Status  of  Women.  Harbourfront,  8 
pm. 

□  Heather  Bishop.  Lesbian  singer  from  Win- 
nipeg. 8  pm,  Innis  College.  See  Music. 

□  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting  in 
private  home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for 
people  coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality. 
8  pm.  Sponsored  by  TAG.  Info:  964-6600. 


Fri,Apr24 

□  The  Police  Budget  at  Metro  Council. 

Special  meeting  of  Council  to  approve  the 
1981  budget,  including  allocations  for  police 
operations.  Over  $7  million  is  expected  to  be 
approved  for  operations  of  the  Intelligence 
Bureau  and  Moredity  Squad,  chief  agents  of 
harassment  of  gay  community.  Make  your 
protest  known  by  attending.  Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  1  pm. 

□  Gay  Students'  Conference.  Through  to 
Sunday,  April  26.  U  of  T  and  Ryerson  cam- 
puses. Workshops  and  discussions  to  set  up 
organization  to  speak  for  gay  students  in 
Ontario.  Fee:  $12.  Info:  Dan  Healey  at 
465-7397  or  923-GAYS. 

□  Ryerson  Gay  Students.  Weekly  meeting. 
Jorgenson  Hall,  Rm  A352,  6  pm. 


□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Regular  meeting. 
Discussion  theme:  "Love  in  Education," 
based  on  ideas  from  writings  of  Dutch  physi- 
cian Dr  Brongersma.  6:30  pm.  Info  on  loca- 
tion: 532-2333  or  967-0430. 

□  Gay  Health  Care  Workers  Group.  General 
meeting.  Info:  363-3694. 

□  TAG  Friday  Night  Group.  Evening  of 
discussion  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Com- 
ing out  group,  open  discussion  group, 
women's  only  group  and  special  topic  group 
meet  simultaneously.  Info:  964-6600. 

Sat,  Apr  25 

□  Home  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League's  first  competitive  league  games  of 
the  season.  Riverdale  Park  diamond  below 
swimming  pool  (off  Broadview  Ave).  Spec- 
tators welcome.  From  noon. 

□  Riverdale  Softball  League  Field  Day.  A 
chance  to  show  your  skills  and  get  picked  for' 
league's  six  teams  of  '81  season.  Bring  your 
own  baseball  glove.  (If  rained  out,  field  day 
will  be  held  on  Sunday.)  Diamond  on  west  or 
Cabbagetown  side  of  Don  River  in  Riverdale 
Park. 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
Rm  34,  2  pm. 

□  Found-ins  and  keepers.  Legal  coordina- 
tion committee  of  the  RTPC  meets  to  hear 
legal  update  and  financial  report.  All  found- 
ins  and  keepers  charged  in  recent  bath  raids, 
and  interested  others,  welcome.  519  Church 
St  Communty  Centre,  2-5  pm. 


Mon,Apr27 

□  No  Frills  Band.  Through  Sat,  May  2.  See 
Music. 

□  Cityhome  exposed.  Gay  activist  Ron  Fin- 
nigan  talks  about  his  fight  to  stop  rent  in- 
creases in  his  city-owned  apartment  building. 
Monthly  meeting  of  the  Ward  6  Community 
Organization.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  7:30  pm. 

□  Women's  Discussion  Group.  Six-week  ses- 
sions meeting  every  Monday.  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Info  on  registra- 
tion in  sessions:  Rosemary  Doughty, 
923-2778. 


Tue,Apr28 

□  MCC  Women's  Space.  Social  evening  for 
lesbians.  730  Bathurst  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
532-2333. 

□  Parents  of  Gays  —  Centre  for  Affirmation 
and  Dialogue.  Weekly  meeting.  St  Philip 
House.  507  Queen  St  E,  7:30  pm.  Info: 
362-2662. 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  Phone 
Line.  960-3249.  7:30-10:30  pm.  For  women 
who  want  to  talk  to  other  women. 

□  Integrity  Eucharist.  For  St  Mark  the 
Evangelist.  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Eaton  Cen- 
tre, 8  pm.  Guest  preacher:  Rev  Albert 
Youngers. 

□  Norma.  See  Stage. 


Mama  Quilla  II:  Winning  the  recent  Great  Ontario  Talent  Search  contest,  sponsored  by  CFNY-Radio,  could 
mean  a  lirst  disc  lor  this  talented  Toronto  rock  band.  Pertorming  next  at  Gay  Counselling  Centre  Benelit, 
May  8,  then  on  to  Vancouver  for  National  Lesbian  Conference. 


□  A  Very  Natural  Thing.  MCC  Movie 
Night.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Drastic  Measures.  The  Edge.  See  Music. 

□  Gay  Students'  Conference  Dance.  Ryerson 
campus,  9  pm.  Main  social  event  of  weekend 
conference.  Info  on  location:  923-GAYS. 

□  Interview  with  Phyllis  Web.  Respected 
West  Coast  lesbian  poet  reads  from  her  new 
poetry  book,  published  by  Talonbooks.  An- 
thology, CBC  Radio,  10:05  pm. 


Sun,  Apr  26 

□  Home  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  Apr  25. 

□  Out  and  Out  Bicycle  Trip.  Round-trip 
from  Highway  400  to  Kleinburg.  No  need  to 
call  ahead,  just  bring  bicycle  and  lunch. 
Leave  at  10  am  from  front  of  Brewers' 
Retail,  west  side  of  Church  St,  north  of 
Wellesley  St  for  transportation  to  starting 
location.  Or  meet  up  to  11 :30  am  at  car-pool 
parking  lot  at  Major  MacKenzie  Dr  and 
Highway  400. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church, 
Sherbourne  St,  4  pm.  Info  on  topic: 
960-3997. 

□  Lesbian  Potluck  Supper.  Info:  Ilona 
Laney  at  368-0355. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  Dinner  at  6  pm, 
singspiration  at  7:10,  workshop  at  7:30  and 
fellowship  following.  730  Bathurst  St. 

□  Day  of  Wrath.  Cineforum.  See  Cinema. 


Wed,  Apr  29 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee. 

Regular  meeting.  7:30  pm.  Info:  789-4541. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  midweek  services.  See  Apr. 22. 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
Apr  22. 

□  The  Killing  of  Sister  George.  See  Stage. 

□  What  the  Butler  Saw.  See  Stage. 

□The  Party's  Over.  Rock  group  with  female 
bassist.  The  Edge.  See  Music. 

Thu,Apr30 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly 
meeting.  8  pm.  See  April  23. 

□  Security  at  Public  Meetings  and 
Demonstrations.  Offence/defence  survival 
seminar  for  activists.  International  Student 
Centre,  33  St  George  St,  8  pm.  $2  for  even- 
ing. Info:  Law  Union  of  Ontario,  368-6974. 

Fri,  May  1 

□  Ryerson  Gay  Students.  Weekly  meeting. 
See  Apr  24. 

□  The  Government.  Toronto  art/rock  band. 
Cabana  Room.  Also  Sat.  See  Music. 

Sat,  May  2 

□  Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  General 
meeting.  Info  on  time  and  place:  486-5742. 

□  Home  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  Apr  25. 


□  Skinscapes.  Opening  of  exhibition  of 
Norman  Hatton's  erotic  photographs. 
Graphics  International.  See  Art. 

□  Lesbian  Potluck  Supper.  Celebration  for 
social  group.  Info:  Ilona  Laney  at  368-0355. 

□  "50s  to  80s."  Licensed  dance  sponsored 
by  RTPC.  519  Church  St  Community  Cen- 
tre, 9  pm-1  am.  $2.50  in  advance/$3  at  door. 

Sun,  Mays 

□  Home  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  Apr  25. 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Hike.  Hike  in  wooded 
area,  Niagara  Escarpment,  along  Bruce 
Trail,  MiUon  area.  Wear  hiking  boots,  warm 
clothes,  and  bring  lunch.  Show  up  at  York 
Mills  subway  station  (southmost  exit  at  Old 
York  Mills  Rd)  at  10  am.  Back  in  Toronto 
by  6  pm. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Apr  26. 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf. 
Monthly  meeting.  730  Bathurst  St,  1  pm. 

□  Lesbian  Drop-in.  Social  gathering  for 
women.  Centre  for  Affirmation  and 
Dialogue,  507  Queen  St  E,  2-6  pm.  Organ- 
ized by  LOOT.  Film  "The  Silent  Minority" 
and  discussion,  4-5  pm.  Info:  960-3249. 

□  The  Handyman.  Harbourfront.  See 
Cinema. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  4  pm.  See  April  26. 


Mon,  May  4 


□  Women's  Discussion  Group.  See  Apr  27. 

□  Lambda  Business  Council.  Annual  general 
meeting  and  elections.  Pine  Rm,  519  Church 
St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 

Tue,  May  5 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  Phone 
Line.  960-3249.  See  Apr  28. 

□  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  See  Apr  28. 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See  Apr 
28. 

□  MCC  Women's  Space.  Social  evening  for 
lesbians.  See  Apr  28. 

□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Monthly 
meeting  of  Peel  Region  group.  Unitarian 
Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd,  Port  Credit,  8 
pm. 

Wed,  May  6 

□  Married  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
Apr  22. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  midweek  services.  See  Apr  22. 

Thu,  May  7 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly 
meeting.  8  pm.  See  April  23. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Regular  Meeting, 
6:30  pm.  Discussion  theme:  Gay  fathers  and 
the  mothers  of  their  children  —  the  tangled 
web  or  new  relationships?  Info  on  location: 
532-2333  or  967-0430. 

□  Are  your  rights  under  attack?  Public 
forum  to  fight  the  right-wing.  Sponsored  by 
the  International  Women's  Day  Committee. 
OISE  auditorium,  252  Bloor  St  W,  7:30  pm. 
Evening  to  include  speakers  from  the 
feminist  community,  the  gay  movement,  the 
trade  union  movement  and  the  immigrant 
community.  Songs  by  women's  singing 
group  The  Red  Berets  and  literature  displays 
on  how  various  Toronto  groups  are  fighting 
the  right.  Refreshments.  For  childcare,  call 
Brian  535-6269. 

□  Impersonalities.  See  Stage. 

□  The  Time  Twins.  Toronto  rock  band. 
Through  May  9.  See  Music. 


Fri,  Mays 


□  Gay  Counselling  Centre  Benefit  Dance. 

Music  by  women's  rock  band  Mama  Quilla 
II.  Maple  Leaf  Ballroom,  665  St  Clair  W,  8 
pm.  $6  in  advance  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  and  18  East  or 
$7  at  door. 

□  Tamara.  See  Stage. 

□  Ryerson  Gay  Students.  Weekly  meeting. 
See  Apr  24. 

□  Pennant  Dance.  Cabbagetown  Group 
Softball  League  social  event.  Licensed.  730 
Bathurst  St,  9  pm-I  am. 
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Sat,  May  9 

DHome  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  Apr  25. 

D  Lesbians  Fighting  the  Right.  A  day  for  les- 
bians. All  women  welcome.  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre,  noon-5  pm.  Panel  on 
organizing  the  right  and  on  lesbian  involve- 
ment in  various  movements:  gay,  women's, 
anti-imperialist,  trade  union,  anti-nuclear. 
Workshops  on  networking,  the  Lesbian  Na- 
tional Conference  and  the  need  for  a 
women's  space  in  Toronto.  Women-only 
Dance.  Finale  to  the  day.  Benefit  for  Rape 
Crisis  Centre.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  8  pm-1  am.  Licensed.  Info:  Meriruth 
at  964-7477. 

DGay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  See  Apr  25. 

DBeing  Gay  in  Toronto  Now.  What  are  we 
doing  now?  Where  do  we  go  from  here?  A 
chance  for  gay  people  to  get  together  to  talk 
in  small  groups  about  being  gay  in  this  city 
and  about  what  we  should  do  together  as  a 
community.  Church  St  Public  School  (near 
Maple  Leaf  Gardens),  3-9  pm.  $2  advance 
registration  requested  ($5  dinner).  Organized 
by  Public  Action  Committee  of  RTPC.  Info: 
977-6320. 

Sun,  May  10 

CHome  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  Apr  25. 
DLet  them  eat  apple  pie.  Counter- 
demonstration  on  Mother's  Day.  Meet  at 
northeast  corner  of  University  and  College 
Sts,  12:30  pm.  All  groups  and  individuals 
concerned  with  sexual  and  reproductive 
freedom  urged  to  join  in.  (Right  to  Life  is 
holding  a  demonstration  at  Queen's  Park 
against  abortion  rights  at  same  time.)  Spon- 
sored by  International  Women's  Day  Com- 
mittee. Info:  789-454)  or  532-8989. 
D  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Apr  26. 
n  Dignity /Toronto.  Regular  meeting.  Con- 
tinuing discussion  on  ethics  and  homosex- 
uality in  preparation  for  Philadelphia  con- 
vention. Led  by  U  of  T  theology  prof. 
Meeting  area  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm. 
D  Lesbian  Polluck  Supper.  Info:  Ilona 
Laney  at  368-0355. 
DGyroscope.  See  Stage. 

Mon,  May  1 1 

D  Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toron- 
to. General  meeting.  Canadian  Gay  Ar- 
chives, 24  Duncan  St,  5th  floor,  7:30  pm. 
Info:  Kathy  or  James  at  961-7338. 
D.Women's  Discussion  Group.  See  Apr  27. 
D Right  to  Privacy  Committee  General 
Meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  921-6044. 
D  An  Arabian  Night.  See  Stage. 
DHalf  Human,  Half  Heartache.  See  Stage. 

Tue,  May  12 

CGay  Coun.selling  Centre  opens.  Clinic 

finds  new  home  at  524  Bathurst  St  (6:30-9:30 

pm).  Every  Tues  and  Thurs  hereafter.  Call 

for  appt  or  drop  in.  Info:  532-2333  for  new 

phone  number. 

D Integrity  Eucharist.  Upstairs  chapel.  Holy 

Trinity  Church,  Eaton  Centre,  8  pm.  Guest 

preacher:  Dr  Kawano  of  St  Andrews 

Japanese  Anglican  Church.  Discussion  topic 

to  be  announced. 

lUHis  Girl  Friday.  Cineforum.  See  Cinema. 

DNDP  Gay  Caucus.  General  meeting.  Info: 

John  Argue  at  964-1049. 

DHogtown.  See  Stage. 

DMCC  Women's  Space.  Social  evening  for 

lesbians.  Sec  Apr  28. 

C Parents  of  (;ays.  Weekly  meeting.  See  Apr 

28. 

DGay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 

meeting.  See  Apr  28. 

r' lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  Phone 

Line.  960-3249.  Sec  Apr  28. 

'  i Theatre  of  the  Film  Noir.  See  Stage. 


Wed,  May  13 


I    internalional  Women's  Day  Commillee. 

Regular  meeting.  Sec  Apr  29. 

r  IMelropolilan  Community  Church. 

Regular  midweek  service.  See  Apr  22. 

f    Married  (iay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 

Apr  22. 

[  IWho  Are  You  Anyway?,  Very  ImporlanI 

Busine<is,  and  Moon  Dog.  See  Stage. 


Thu,  May  14 

DTAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly 

meeting.  8  pm.  See  Apr  23. 

DMeeting  the  Police.  Your  rights  during 

arrest,  search  and  seizure.  Offence /defence 

survival  seminar  sponsored  by  Law  Union  of 

Ontario.  International  Student  Centre,  33  St 

George  St,  8  pm.  $2  for  evening.  Info: 

368-6974. 

DPemmican  and  Cold  Duck.  See  Stage. 

Fri,  May  15 

Ryerson  Gay  Students.  Weekly  meeting.  See 
Apr  24. 

DGul  and  Out  Club  Wilderness  Camping 
Weekend.  Camping  at  Killarney  Provincial 
Park.  Leave  Toronto  Fri  evening  and  return 
Mon,  May  18.  Reservations  in  writing  with 
full  non-refundable  deposit  must  be  received 
by  Tues,  April  28  (cost  $35  per  person  in- 
cludes transportation,  food,  camp  and  club 
fees).  Limit:  18  people.  See  Community 
Resources  listing  for  address. 
DCanadian  District  Conference  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Three- 
day  event,  through  May  17.  Delegates  and 
church  members  only.  730  Bathurst  St.  Info: 
532-2333. 

Sat,  May  16 

DMCC  Dance.  730  Bathurst  St,  9  pm-I  am. 
Licensed.  Social  event  to  celebrate  Canadian 
District  Conference. 

Sun,  May  17 

D Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Apr  26. 
n  Dignity /Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  4  pm.  See  Apr  26. 
n Lesbian  Drop-in.  2-6  pm.  See  May  3. 

Mon,  May  18 

DLulu.  See  Stage. 

DWomen's  Discussion  Group.  Six-week  ses- 
sions meeting  every  Monday.  See  April  27. 

Tues,  May  19 

n Brave  New  World  and  Where's  Fluffy? 

See  Stage. 

DSelf-Defence  Demonstration.  A  chance  to 

find  out  what  self  defence  against  physical 

and  verbal  attacks  is  all  about.  519  Church 

St  Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Classes  ($30) 

begin  first  week  in  June.  Sponsored  by  Gay 

Liberation  Union.  Info:  463-3862. 

DMCC  Women's  Space.  Social  evening  for 

lesbians.  See  April  28. 

D  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 

April  28. 

DGay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 

meeting.  See  April  28. 

D  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  Phone 

Line.  960-3249. 

Wed,  May  20 

DMarried  Gay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  See 
April  22. 

[] Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  midweek  services.  See  April  22. 
D  Louis  Falco  Dance  Company.  Through 
Sat.  May  23.  See  Dance. 

Thurs,  May  21 

DTAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly 
meeting.  See  April  30. 


Over  the  hill:  Renalo  breaks  news  to  Albin  in  Ctge  II 
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Strike  one!  May  weekends  see  two  gay  softball  leagues  busy  at  play  on  the  diamonds  ol  Riverdale  Park. 


Fri,  May  22 

DRyerson  Gay  Students.  Weekly  meeting. 

See  April  24. 

D  Buddy's  3rd  Anniversary  Party.  Buddy's 

Backroom  Bar  has  been  in  operation  for 

three  years  and  the  management  wants  to 

celebrate.  Details  TBA.  Everyone  welcome. 

370  Church  St. 

DGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach  Dance. 

Social  event  of  Brampton-Mississauga 

group.  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd, 

Port  Credit,  8:30  pm. 

Sat,  May  23 

DHome  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  April  25. 
DGay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  See  April  25. 

Sun,  May  24 

DOut  and  Out  Club  Canoeing.  Canoeing 
lessons  at  High  Park  in  morning  followed  by 
canoeing  along  Ontario  lakeshore  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Humber  River  to  Ontario 
Place.  Leave  High  Park  subway  station  at 
9:30  am.  Bring  lunch  and  change  of 
clothing.  Reservations  in  writing  with  full 
non-refundable  deposit  must  be  received  by 
Tues,  May  19  ($12  per  person  includes  club 
fees  and  canoe;  persons  with  canoes  bring  $2 
only).  See  Community  Resources  list  for  ad- 
dress. 

DHome  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  April  25. 
D Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  April  26. 
D  Dignity /Toronto.  Regular  meeting  and 
worship.  Talk  by  Old  Testament  scripture 
prof  RAF  MacKenzie.  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm. 


Mon,  May  25 


Lj  Women's  Discussion  Group.  See  April  27. 

Tues,  May  26 

DMCC  Women's  Space.  See  April  28. 

D Integrity  Evensong.  Upstairs  chapel.  Holy 

Trinity  Church,  Eaton  Centre,  8  pm.  Guest 

speaker  from  Gay  Youth  Toronto. 

1  i  Parents  of  Gays.  Weekly  meeting.  See 

April  28. 

DGay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly  meeting.  See 

April  28. 

n  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  Phone 

Line.  960-3249. 

Wed,  May  27 

:    Married  (iay  Men.  Regular  meeting.  Sec 
April  22. 

Melropolilan  ('ommunit>  Church. 
Regular  midweek  services.  Sec  .April  22. 

Internalional  Women's  Da)  ('ommlllre . 
Regular  mccimg.  Sec  April  29. 

Ttiur,  May  28 

La  Saga  dcs  INiiilli-s  Mouillrs.  See  Stage. 
\  ;TA(;  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly 
meeting.  Sec  April  30. 


Fri,  May  29 

DRyerson  Gay  Students.  Weekly  meeting. 

See  April  24. 

DTAG  Friday  Night  Group.  Evening  of 
discussion.  Topic:  "The  political  situation:  Is 
there  any  hope?"  8-10:30  pm.  See  April  24. 

Sat,  May  30 

DHome  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  April  25. 
DMovie  Night.  Sponsored  by  MCC.  730 
Bathurst  St,  8  pm.  Movie  to  be  announced. 
Info:  532-2333. 

DGCDC  Fundraising  Dance.  Cooperatively- 
organized  dance  with  proceeds  going  directly 
to  participating  groups.  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre,  9  pm-I  am.  Licensed.  $3  in 
advance  from  Glad  Day  Bookshop  and  par- 
ticipating groups  or  $3.50  at  door. 

Sun,  May  31 

D Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  April  26. 
DHome  run!  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League.  See  April  25. 
C  Dignity/Toronto.  Weekly  discussion 
meeting.  4  pm.  See  April  26. 
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D Impersonalities.  A  reading  of  a  new  play 
by  Stephen  Ralstan,  author  of  Mixed  Com- 
pany. Like  the  earlier  worl(,  this  play  deals 
with  both  homosexual  and  heterosexual  rela- 
tionships. 7:30  pm.  Northern  District 
Library,  40  Orchard  View  Blvd  (one  block 
north  of  Eglinton,  west  of  Yonge).  May  7. 
DTamara.  World  premiere  of  John 
Krizanc's  new  play.  Garboesque  lesbian 
painter  Tamara  de  Lempicka  arrives  at  the 
country  estate  of  Gabrielle  D'Annunzio  to 
paint  his  portrait.  The  audience  follows  ten 
characters  through  the  mansion's  rooms  as 
the  play  progresses.  In  historic  Toronto 
mansion,  Strachan  House,  Trinity  Bellwoods 
Park,  790  Queen  St  W.  Opening  Fri,  May  8 
at  7:30  pm,  Tues-Sun  8:30  pm.  Sun  matinee 
2:30  pm.  Info:  363-6401.  (TTF) 
DGyroscope.  James  Reaney's  new  farce 
combines  the  worlds  of  poetry  and  sex.  Ideas 
change,  sexes  shift  and  identities  transform. 
We  are  promised  transvestite  Carmen  Miran- 
da and  Brazihan  tangos.  Tues-Fri,  8  pm; 
Sat,  4  and  9  pm;  Sun,  2:30  pm.  Tarragon 
Theatre,  30  Bridgman  Ave,  531-1827.  May 
10  through  June. 

D  An  Arabian  Night.  Britain's  Shared  Ex- 
perience Theatre  Company  presents  a  work 
dealing  with  sex,  intrigue,  magic  and 
violence.  Brigantine  Room,  Harbourfront. 
May  11 -May  23.  (TTF) 
DHalf  Human,  Half  Heartache.  The 
Clichettes'  production,  a  send-up  of  the 
1960s,  deals  in  part  with  sexual  stereotyping. 
Location  TBA.  May  11-30.  (TTF) 
DHogtown.  A  new  musical  by  Tom  Hendry 
and  Paul  Hoffert,  starring  Craig  Russell  as 
Madame  Belle.  A  look  at  turn-of-the-century 
Toronto  and  some  of  its  bawdy  residents. 
Bayview  Playhouse,  1605  Bayview  Ave.  May 
12-31.  (TTF) 

DTheatre  of  the  Film  Noir.  Factory  Theatre 
Lab's  George  Walker  directs  a  play  set  in 
1945  Paris.  Has  a  young  man's  murder  been 
the  result  of  political  intrigue  or  sexual 
jealousy?  Adelaide  Court,  57  Adelaide  St  E. 
May  12-30.  (TTF) 

GWho  Are  You  Anyway?,  Very  Important 
Business,  and  Moon  Dog.  A  trilogy  of  plays 
by  Scotland's  Traverse  Theatre  Club  that 
uses  a  combination  of  radio  and  theatre  to 
look  at  the  male  identity  after  the  sexual 
revolution.  The  series  is  written  from  a 
feminist  viewpoint  by  a  man.  Young 
People's  Theatre,  165  Front  St  E.  May 
13-20.  (TTF) 

DPemmican  and  Cold  Duck.  A  reading  of  a 
comedy  by  Ray  Singer  that  deals  with 
middle-age  love  and  sexual  roles.  7:30  pm. 
Northern  District  Library,  40  Orchard  View 
Blvd  (one  block  north  of  Eglinton,  west  of 
Yonge).  May  14. 

DLulu.  An  adaptation  by  Peter  Barnes  of 
two  Wedekind  plays,  the  source  also  of 
Berg's  opera  (reviewed  in  TBP,  Dec/ Jan). 
We  encounter  the  same  characters,  including 
the  femme  fatale/ victim  Lulu  and  the  lesbian 
Countess  Geschwitz.  Mon-Sat,  8  pm;  Sat,  2 
pm.  Town  Hall,  St  Lawrence  Centre,  27 
Front  St  E.  366-7723.  May  18-June  6. 
n Brave  New  World  and  Where's  Fluffy. 
Video  Cabaret  and  the  Hummer  Sisters  pre- 
sent two  works  in  their  own  video,  post- 
feminist  style.  The  Music  Hall,  147  Danforth 
Ave.  May  19-May  23.  (TTF) 
DLa  Saga  des  Poulles  Mouill^es.  A  play  by 
lesbian  writer  Jovette  Marchessault, 
presented  by  TheStre  du  Nouveau  Monde 
and  starring  Monique  Mercure.  An  im- 
aginary tale  of  four  famous  writers  stranded 
in  a  storm.  In  French.  The  Theatre,  St 
Lawrence  Centre,  27  Front  St  E.  May  28-30. 
(TTF) 

In  addition  to  its  main  stage  attractions. 
Onstage  '81  is  sponsoring  an  alternate 
theatre  programme  called  the  Open  Stage. 
Many  dates,  places  and  even  the  partici- 
pating companies  themselves  are  not  con- 
firmed at  press  time.  Call  862- 109 J  for  more 
information.  Those  shows  that  probably  will 
interest  TBP  readers  include: 
D Proud  Flesh.  Iowa  Theatre  Lab's  presen- 
tation of  three  short  plays  by  gay  writer 
James  Purdy. 

DThe  Fairies  are  Thirsty.  Concordia  Univer- 
sity presents  an  English-language  version  of 
the  controversial  feminist  play  made 
notorious  several  years  ago  in  Quebec. 
DART/RAT.  A  new  work  by  Toronto's 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times,  described  as  a  future 
fantasy  based  on  themes  and  images  in  the 
work  of  poet /rock  musician  Patti  Smith. 
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n Picnic  in  the  Drift.  A  political  perfor-   '       | 

mance  installation  that  maps  the  landscape 
of  contemporary  technological  society.  It's  a 
work  by  Fireweed's  Rina  Fraticelli  and 
Tanya  Rosenberg. 

DThe  AM  Show.  A  dance /visual  art  perfor- 
mance work  by  Margaret  Dragu,  which 
shows  "an  ultra-modern  urban  romance." 
D Memoirs  of  Tomorrow.  A  production  of 
Nightwood  Theatre  that  deals  with  the 
politics  and  culture  of  Latin  America,  in- 
cluding the  tensions  of  the  masculine  and 
feminine  roles. 

DLysistrata.  Aristophanes'  great  feminist 
anti-war  comedy,  presented  by  Toronto's 
Multi-Cultural  Association. 


Dance 


DThe  Trocks.  Subtle  satire  and  outrageous 
comedy  by  the  hairy-chestea  troupe  from 
New  York,  Les  Ballets  Trockadero  de  Monte 
Carlo.  The  all-male  company  dance  "en 
travesti,"  sending  up  the  conventions  of 
dance  to  hilarious  effect.  See  Zamarina 
Zamarkova  in  her  own  interpretation  of  the 
terminal  fowl  —  a  Dying  Swan  you  never  ex- 
pected. April  22-25  at  Ryerson  Theatre. 
Tickets  at  Ryerson  Box  Office  or  call 
Ticketron  outlets  (595-5088).  April  28  at 
Hamilton  Place,  Hamilton.  Box  Office 
1-525-3100. 

DLouis  Faico  Dance  Company.  Dynamic 
New  York  company  with  high  flying  style 
full  of  lifts,  spins,  drops  and  striking 
rhythms.  Falco  uses  contemporary  music  to 
highlight  his  vigorous  and  sensual 
choreography.  Costumes  by  such  hot 
designers  of  the  moment  as  Giorgio  Armani 
and  Michaele  Vollbracht.  Ryerson  Theatre, 
May  20  to  23,  8  pm.  Tickets  ($10  and  $14)  at 
Ryerson  Box  Office  or  call  Ticketron  outlets 
(595-5088). 


Music 


DCris  Williamson.  American  lesbian  singer 
popular  on  women's  music  circuit.  With 
Jackie  Robbins.  Presented  by  Mariposa 
Mainland  in  Harbourfront's  Brigantine 
Room,  235  Queen's  Quay  W.  Wed,  April  22. 
Tickets:  $6.  Call  364-5665  for  info  and 
869-8412  for  reservations. 
D Heather  Bishop.  Lesbian-feminist  singer 
who  moves  easily  from  blues  standards  to 
contemporary  songs.  Touring  with  Lauri 
Conger  on  keyboards  to  promote  her  new 
album  "Celebration."  Innis  College  Town 
Hall,  St  George  at  Sussex,  Thurs  and  Fri, 
April  23  and  24,  8  pm.  Presented  by 
Womynly  Way  Productions.  Childcare 
available,  hall  wheelchair-accessible.  Fri  con- 
cert interpreted  for  hearing  impaired.  Tickets 
at  door  ($5.50)  or  in  advance  ($5)  from 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  and  Glad  Day 
Bookshop. 

D Drastic  Measures.  Talented  singer, 
songwriter  and  keyboard  player  Tony 
Malone  leads  this  Toronto-based  rock  band. 
Enjoyable  songs  in  pop /cabaret  vein.  The 
Edge,  Church  and  Gerrard,  April  25. 
DNo  Frills  Band.  Up  and  coming  women's 
rock  band.  Mon,  April  27  through  Sat,  May 
2.  Hotel  Isabella,  556  Sherbourne  St,  9:30 
pm.  Cover  $3  Thurs,  Fri  and  Sat.  Thurs  free 
for  women  because  it's  —  wait  for  it  — 
Ladies'  Night.  Info:  921-4167. 
DThe  Party's  Over.  Young  group  on  Toron- 
to scene,  working  in  electronics  and 
rhythms.  Features  fabulous  female  bassist, 
Anita.  Also  sets  by  two  other  Toronto 
bands:  Kinetic  Ideals  and  The  Next  Best 
Thing.  The  Edge,  Church  and  Gerrard, 
977-4576.  Wed,  April  29. 
DThe  Government.  Well-respected  Toronto 
art/rock  band.  Not  black,  not  gay,  although 
they  dream  that  they  were.  A  must-see. 
Cabana  Room,  Spadina  Hotel,  460  King  St 
W.  May  I  and  2. 

DThe  Time  Twins.  Two  cute  blondes  are  the 
focal  point  of  this  well-known  Toronto  rock 
band.  Check  out  the  carefully  choreo- 
graphed hand  gestures.  The  Cabana  Room, 
Spadina  Hotel,  460  King  St  W.  Info: 
368-0729.  Playing  May  7-9. 
DMama  Quilla  II.  Dance  up  a  storm  at  the 
Gay  Counselling  Centre  Benefit  with  music 


supplied  by  sizzling  lead  singer  Lorraine 
Segato  and  the  popular  Toronto  women's 
rock  band.  Maple  Leaf  Ballroom,  665  St 
Clair  W.  Fri,  May  8  at  8  pm.  Tickets  $7  ($6 
in  advance  at  Glad  Day  Books,  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore  and  18  East). 

Looking  ahead 

DGay  Community  Choir.  Spring Testival  of 
Song.  Tues,  June  9,  8:30  pm  at  Trinity 
United  Church,  437  Bloor  St  W.  Conductor: 
Peter  Schaffter.  Premiere  of  Chamber 
Singers.  Programme  includes  Brahms, 
Pergolesi,  Schaffter,  Willan.  Tickets  $3, 
available  at  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore, 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity centre  and  YWCA  Resource  Centre. 


Cinema 


DArabian  Nights.  Dir:  Pier  Paolo  Pasolini. 
A  collection  of  erotic  parables  colourfully 
shot  on  location  in  Middle  East.  Film  happi- 
ly hums  along,  as  tales  unfold  within  tales 
—  an  engaging  technique  coupled  with 
equally  engaging  morals:  fate  is  absolute; 
sex,  homo  and  hetero,  is  fun.  Sheraton  Cen- 
tre I,  Queen  St  E.  864-1412. 
DThe  Last  Metro.  Dir:  Francois  Truffaut. 
With  Catherine  Deneuve,  Gerard  Depardieu. 
WWII  is  irritatingly  diluted  down  to  an 
analogy:  political  and  personal  are  united 
through  art;  art  is  an  illusion  ruined  by  op- 
portunists like  critics...  and  Nazis.  The  few 
gay  characters  are  mere  misfits  that  use  art 
as  escape.  Cumberland  Four,  159  Cumber- 
land St.  Reserve  tickets  only.  964-5949. 
DLa  Cage  aux  Folles  II.  Dir:  Edouard 
Molinaro.  With  Ugo  Tognazzi  and  Michel 
Serrault.  Long,  silly  movie  that  sets  Renato 
and  Albin  into  supposedly  virile  situations 
(fist  fights,  car  chases,  mountain  climbs)  in 
order  to  show  what  unvirile  men  they  really 
are.  Limp  wrists  and  squeals  may  have  been 
funny  first  time  around.  Here  they're  just 
offensive.  Cumberland  Four  (Cumberland 
Ave,  east  of  Avenue  Rd).  924-2581 . 
DLa  Cage  Aux  Folles  I.  Also  with  Ugo 
Tognazzi  and  Michel  Serrault.  Entering  its 
90th  week  in  Toronto.  Uptown  Backstage  I. 
922-3113. 

DLes  Bons  Debarras.  Dir:  Francis 
Mankiewicz.  With  Charlotte  Laurier  and 
Marie  Tifo.  A  mother  and  her  possessive 
daughter  in  rural  Quebec  and  their  attempts 
to  gain  control  over  their  love  for  each  other. 
Wonderfully  acted  and  beautifully  filmed. 
Cineplex,  Eaton  Centre,  593-4535. 
DDay  of  Wrath  (1943).  Dir:  Carl  Dreyer.  In 
17th  century  Europe,  a  woman  is  believed  to 
be  a  witch  for  being  unfaithful  to  her  hus- 
band. An  allegory  of  Nazi  invasion  of  Den- 
mark and  a  strong  film  about  the  oppressive 
power  of  mass-hysteria  and  superstition. 
Cineforum.  12  Mercer  St.  $5.  368-5007. 
April  26. 

DThe  Handyman  (L'Homme  i  tout  faire). 
Dir:  Micheline  Lanct6t.  Film  about  a  man 
who  wants  relationships  but  only  meets 
women  who  want  his  body.  Marcel  Sabourin 
plays  gay  character,  morose  middle-aged 
man  with  crush  on  uninterested  hero,  his 
roommate.  Unpleasant  rejection  scene  mars 
otherwise  sympathetic  portrayal.  Part  of 
series  on  Quebec  films.  Lanctot  will  be  pres- 
ent at  screening.  Harbourfront,  235  Queen's 
Quay  West.  Sun,  May  3  at  7:30  pm. 
869-8412. 

DHis  Girl  Friday  (1940).  Dir:  Howard 
Hawkes.  With  Rosalind  Russell,  Cary  Grant. 
The  epitome  of  screwball  —  lightning 
pacing,  impossible  plot,  flippant  dialogue. 
Wise-cracking  battle  of  the  sexes  in 
newspaper  office  is  classic  Hollywood  camp. 
Cineforum,  12  Mercer  St.  366-9777.  May  12. 


Nightlife 


Restaurants/ Cafes 

Crispins.  64  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919. 
Empire  Diner.  678  Yonge  St.  967-331 1 . 
Fare  Exchange.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924. 
Neighbours.  562  Church  St.  924-1972. 
Lipstick.  580  Parliament  St.  922-6655 
Pimblett's.  249  Gerrard  St  E.  929-9525. 

New  this  issue. 

Cow  Caf6. 165  John  St  (off  Queen  St).  598-2706. 
Licensed  caf6  and  dining  lounge  with  varied  inter- 
national menu.  High  tech  caf6  provides  spectacular 


view  of  downtown  skyline.  Largely  gay  staff  Open 
noon  to  midnight  Tues-Thurs;  noon  to  1  am  Fri, 
Sat;  noon  to  10  pmSun. 

Hugo's.  9  Imperial  St  (one  block  north  of  Davisville 
subway  stop).  487-9233  t\/ledium-priced  French 
restaurant  with  good  menu.  Cozy  late-night  patio  in 
summer.  Lunch;  1 1  ;30  am-3pm.  Dinner;  6-1 1  ;30 
pm  Mon-Thurs,  6  pm-1  am  Fri,  Sat. 


Bars 


The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702. 

Boots.  80  Charles  St  E.  923-3581 . 

Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St.  977-9955. 

Dudes.  10  Breadalbane  St  (laneway  behind 

Parkside  Tavern).  923-6136. 

18  East.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040. 

Katrina's.  5  St  Joseph  St.  922-41 18. 

Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St.  922-3844. 

The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641 . 

Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St,  977-4702. 

St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517. 

For  information  on  lesbian  clubs,  call  LOOT 
(960-3249)  Tues,  7;30-10;30pm. 


Batlis 


The  Backdoor  Gym  and  Sauna.  121/2  Elm  St 
(laneway  west  of  Yonge  St,  2  blocks  south  of  Ger- 
rard St).  977-5997. 

The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St.  366-1292. 
The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629. 

Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St 

598-2110. 


Discos 


Charly's.  488  Yonge  St,  925-5517. 
Manatee.  IIASt  Joseph  St.  922-1898. 
Stages.  530  Yonge  St.  928-0492. 


Community 


Social/political  action 

DAssociation  ol  Gay  Electors  (AGE).  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4. 

DCame  Out  Decades  Ago  (CODA).  Box  6248,  Stn 
A,  M5W  1 P6.  For  lesbians  and  gay  men  over  40. 
D  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  Box  822,  Stn 
A,  M5W  1G3.  533-6824.  Toronto  office;  730  Bath- 
urst St,  M5S  2R4. 

DCommlttee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Box  608,  Stn 
K,IVI4P2H1.  925-6729. 
DFoundatlon  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT)  —  Toronto.  Box  281 ,  Stn  A, 
Rexdale,  ON  iVI9W  5L3.  761-7223. Info  on  public 
speakers;  537-8421. 

nGay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Drawer  R999,  c/o  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  IVI5W  1X9. 

DGay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box  221 2,  Stn 

P,  M5S  2T2.  869-3036.  Fund-raising  organization 

for  gay  and  lesbian  community  projects. 

DGay  Community  Choir,  c/o  Peter  Shaffter,  346 

Jarvis  St,  Apt  1 ,  M4Y  2G6.  929-9251 . 

DGay  Community  Dance  Committee.  730  Bathurst 

St,  (V15S  2R4.  Organizes  monthly  community 

dances. 

DGay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 

iVI5S  2R4.  532-2333  or  967-0430. 

DGay  Liberation  Union.  Box  793,  Stn  Q,  mi  2N7. 

463-3862.  Organizes  self-defence  classes. 

DGay  Youth  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St,  I\/I5S  2R4. 

533-2867.  Phone  counselling;  IVIon,  Fri,  Sat  from 

7pmto10;30pm. 

DGays  and  Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Everywhere 

(GLARE).  Box  793,  Stn  Q,  iVI4T  2N7. 

DGays  at  University  ol  Toronto  (GAUT).  c/o  SAC 

Office,  12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto, 

mS  1A1.  978-4911. 

D  Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto.  Box 

639,StnA,  H/15W  1G2.  961-7338. 

DLesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38,  Stn  E, 

IVI6H4E1.  465-6822. 

L^New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792,  Stn 

F,  M4Y  2N7.  964-1049. 

D  Non-violence  Collective.  Box  6248.  Stn  A, 

IWI5W  1P6.  Non-violent  self-defence  group. 

DParents  and  Friends  of  Gays  International.  100 

l^aitlandSt,  No  506,  IVI4Y  1E2.  Toronto  chapter. 

Info;  June  Tattle  at  961-3415. 

DPotluck  Suppers.  Box  6771,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5. 

Lesbian  social  group,  info;  llona  Laney  at 

368-0355. 

DRight  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC).  730  Bathurst 

St,  MbS  2R4.  Defence  committee  for  gays  arrested 

under  bawdy  house  laws.  Cheques  or  charges 

payable  to;  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC.  Info; 

977-6320  or  921-6044. 
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DRyerson  Gay  Students,  c/o  SURPI.  Ryerson  Poly- 
technical  Institute,  380  Victoria  St,  MSB  1W7. 
DSpouses  of  Gays,  c/o  Caryn  Miller,  260  Carlton 
St,  M5A  2L3.  967-0597, 

DYork  Rainbow  Society  for  the  Deaf.  Box  671 ,  Stn 
F,  M4Y  2N6. 

New  this  issue: 

DGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62,  Bramp- 
ton, ON  L6V  2K7.  Social  support  group  tor  gays 
and  lesbians  of  the  Peel  Region  (Brampton- 
Mississauga).  GaylineWest:  274-5068.  24-hour 
recorded  message  about  varied  social  activities. 
DRTPC  Gay  Street  Patrol.  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S 
2R4.  RTPC-sponsored  group  trained  to  patrol 
streets  and  lanes  where  frequent  queerbashing  oc- 
curs. Group  in  formation.  Volunteers  welcome.  In- 
fo: leave  message  for  Dennis  at  977-6320. 

Health/Social  Sen/ices 

DGay  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Answering  service, 
964-3962. 

DGay  Community  Services  Centre.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  532-1826.  Phone  counselling,  info 
and  referral.  Mon-Thur;  7-10:30  pm.  Fri-Sat: 
7-1 1:30  pm. 

DGay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto.  Mailing  ad- 
dress: 730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  Professional 
counselling  clinic  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Centre 
to  open  in  temporary  location  (524  Bathurst  St)  May 
1 2  from  6:30-9:30  pm  and  every  Tues  and  Thurs 
thereafter.  Info:  532-2333  (after  7  pm).  Call  for 
appt  ordropin. 

DHassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St,  se- 
cond floor.  922-0603.  VD  info,  testing  and  treat- 
ment. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm;  Tues,  Thur,  10 
am-3  pm;  Sat,  1 1  am  to  4  pm.  Call  ahead. 
D Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT).  Box  70, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  960-3249.  Phone-line:  Tues 
7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times. 
DRTPC  Support  Group.  Free  counselling  and  sup- 
port to  those  charged  in  bath  raids.  Info:  Eugene 
Schoentag  at  924-3282  or  967-0272. 
DSex  Education  Centre.  44  St  George  St,  Rm  25. 
978-3977.  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  T  campus. 
DToronto  Area  Gays  (TAG).  Box  6706.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X5.  964-6600.  Free  peer  counselling  and 
info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Discussion  groups, 
women's  groups  and  coming  out  groups.  Call  Mon- 
Sat:  7  pm -10:30pm. 

New  this  issue: 

DTri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave,  M4Y 
1 K9.  Government  and  social  service  agency  con- 
sultations, counselling  and  street  work  with  gay 
youth. 


Professional 


DAssociation  of  Gay  Social  Service  Workers.  Box 

182.  Stn  A,  M4A  2N3. 

DGay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Clarence  Barnes,  Dept 

of  Chemical  Engineering,  University  of  Toronto, 

M5S  1A4 

DGay  Health  Care  Workers  Group.  363-3694  or 

920-1882.  Includes  nurses,  physicians,  medical 

students  and  psychologists. 

ZOntario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  Box  923,  Stn  F, 

M4Y  2L8.  Info:  Terry  Phillips  at  486-5742. 

DToronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513, 

Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2J6 


Religious 


DCentre  for  Affirmation  and  Dialogue.  St  Philip 
House.  507  Queen  St  East.  MSA  1V1   363-2662. 
Clerical  and  professional  counselling  services,  len- 
ding library,  space  for  meetings 
DDignity/Toronto.  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2. 
960-3997  Group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and 
friends. 

1   Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N9 
921-4778  (belore  9  pm)  Pastoral  ministry  for  gay 
and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4  532-2333  Christian  church  with 
special  ministry  lo  gay  community 
I   Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homo- 
sexuals (TOUCH).  Box  626,  Sin  Q,  M4T  1L0. 


Sports 


OutandOuf  Club,  c/o  Drawer  C322,  The  Body 
Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9  Outdoor  and 
sporting  activities  for  gay  men 

RIverdala  Softball  League,  c/o  John  Williamson, 
40  Isabella  St,  No  305.  M4Y  INI  924-4738 


New  this  issue: 

DCabbagetown  Group  Softball  League  (CGSL).  Box 

42,  Stn  L,  M6E  4Y4.  Open-access  softball  league 
with  aim  of  developing  gay  pride  through  sports. 
Hosting  Fifth  Annual  Gay  Softball  World  Series  Aug 
30  -  Septs,  1981. 

DJudy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  New 
season  starts  up  in  September  with  plans  to  go  ten- 
pin  and  expand  to  16  teams.  Monday  evenings.  In- 
fo: bulletin  boards  in  Buddy's,  18  East,  Dudes,  The 
Barn  or  Boots. 

Publications/Information 

□The  Alternate.  100  Gloucester  St,  No  210. 
M4Y  1  Ml.  968-7667.  Monthly. 
DThe  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
977-6320.  Monthly. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
MSW  1G2.  977-6320. 

□Gay  Community  Calendar.  923-GAYS.  Twenty- 
four-hour  recorded  message  of  weekly  events  in 
Toronto's  gay  community.  To  get  information  listed 
call  961  -0720  between  7-10  pm  Monday  evenings, 
DGIad  Day  Bookstore.  648A  Yonge  St,  2nd  floor, 
MSY  2A6.  961-4161 ,  Hours:  Mon-Wed,  10  am-6 
pm;  Thur-Fri,  10  am-10  pm;  Sat,  10  am-6  pm. 
□Metro  Community  News.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  532-2333.  Monthly. 

New  this  issue: 

□Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 
Purpose:  to  organize  community  around  bawdy 
house  issue.  Mailed  to  members  and  distributed 
tree  in  bars,  baths,  clubs.  Donations  welcome. 

Women's  resources 

The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in 
Toronto  of  particular  interest  to  lesbians.  A  complete 
listing  is  available  from  Women's  Resource  Centre, 
YWCA  (see  below). 

DBroadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1 . 
362-4528  Monthly  feminist  newspaper.  Substan- 
tial lesbian  contributions. 
DFireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B.  MST  2W2.  Feminist 
quarterly  of  politics  and  the  arts. 
DHassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor,  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free  medical 
clinic.  Birth  control  and  gynecological  info.  VD  and 
pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and  refer- 
rals. Hours:  Mon.  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues, 
Thur,  4  pm-9  pm.  Call  ahead. 
DMacphail  House.  389  Church  St,  MSB  2A1 . 
■  977-1037.  Long-term  YWCA  residence  for  women 
16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments.  Lesbian-positive. 
□Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave, 
M4M  2G8.  461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  for  women 
16  and  over,  including  mothers  with  children. 
□  Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  Stn  A,  MSW  1X4. 
Crisis  line:  964-8080,  Business  line:  964-7477. 
Counselling  and  info.  Self-defence  courses. 
□Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre. 
932  Bathurst  St.  M5R  3G5.  534-1 161 .  Employ- 
ment counselling,  job  search  and  career  planning 
workshops. 

□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  Harbord  St. 
M5S  1G4.  922-8744.  Hours:  Mon-Sat,  10:30  am- 
6  pm. 

DWomen  for  Survival.  427  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1X7. 
968-3218.  Group  concerned  about  nuclear  prolifer- 
ation and  ecology. 

□Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change.  932 
Bathurst  St.  M5R  3G5  534-1161 
□Women's  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education 
Centre  (WCREC).  348  College  St.  MST  1S4. 
924-0766  Therapy,  counselling,  referrals  and  info 
Lesbian  counsellors  on  staff. 
"Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  St 
W.  MSS  1V6  923-6641,  Ext  244  Books, 
periodicals,  audio  and  visual  tapes  for  feminist 
research 

[  Women's  Resource  Centre,  YWCA.  15  Birch  Ave, 
M4V  1E1  925-3137  Info  on  groups  and  services, 
including  booklet  Women's  Groups  in  Toronto  and 
Vicinity  Info  and  referral  line:  925-1 154.  Legal 
clinic  and  lending  library. 

New  this  issue: 

i   International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70 

StnF.M4Y2L4   789-4541   Independent  socialist 
(eminist  organization  with  many  lesbian  members 
Organizes  yearly  activities  to  commemorate  Interna 
tional  Women's  Day  Also  sponsors  public  forums 
and  educationals  and  organizes  solidarity  pickets 
and  rallies  throughout  year 
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$6advance$7door 


' '  Women  didn  7  get  the  vote  by  being  lady-lil<e:  we  demonstrated,  went  on  hun- 
ger stril<es,  chained  ourselves  to  railings.  We  won 't  win  gay  rights  by  getting 
dressed  up  in  our  Sunday  best  to  knock  on  politicians  doors. ' ' 

Mariana  Valverde 

Dennonstration  after  tfie  raids,  February  20 

'  'Last  December  I  watched  them  try  to  amend  the  Human  Rights  Code  to  include 
everybody  but  gay  people.  The  debate  will  go  on  at  the  next  sitting  of  Queen 's 
Parkand  I'll  be  there,  but  I  want  you  and  your  friends  there  too,  hundreds,  thou- 
sands of  you." 

Chris  Bearchell 

CGRO  Gay  Freedom  Rally,  March  6 

"This  is  their  last  chance  to  amend  the  Code  for  the  next  ten  years.  They've  ig- 
nored every  polite  word  we've  said  since  1972.  This  is  our  last  chance  to  use 
public  action  on  a  grand  scale  to  effect  that  Code.  And  a  perfect  opportunity  to 
demand  an  inquiry  into  the  raids. ' ' 

Jim  Monk 

CGRO  Steering  Committee,  April  4 


DEMONSTRATE 

for  a  public  inquiry  into  the  raids 
for  a  gay  rights  amendment 

•  during  the  debate  on  the  Code 

Call  your  local  Ontario  gay  organization 

or  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 

(CGRO)  office  at  (416)  533-6824 

for  further  details. 

In  Toronto,  check  in  with  923GAYS 

(the  Gay  Community  Calendar  phoneline) 
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Network 


N. 


etwork  is  a  listing  of  gay  groups  in  Canada  and  Quebec  which 
primarily  direct  themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay  oppression.  It  includes:  democratically 
constituted  organizations,  cooperatively  run  clubs  and  community  centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literature,  and  non-profit  periodicals.  Organizations  wishing  a  listing,  or  a  revision  of  information 
presently  listed,  should  contact  TBP  Network,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 

NATIONAL/ BINATIONAL 


CAssocidtion  ot AOsntic  Gays.  conlaclGAEf Halifax),  FLAG 
(FreOencton)  or  Northern  Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB). 
UBinational  Gay  Youth  Coalition.  Canadian  Head  Oflice. 
730BaWurslSt.  Toronto.  0/VM5S  2R4.  Ph.  (416) 
533-2867 

ZiCanadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  StnA.  Toronto.  ON 
M5W  1G2  Pt).  (416)  977-6320 
ZliCoalition  tiinationale  pour  la  jeunesse  gate,  Si^ge  sociale 
Qu6t)icois.  CP753.  SuccH.  Montreal,  PO  H3G  2M7. 
ZLCommittee  to  Defend  John  Damien,  Box  608,  Stn  K. 
Toronto.  0HM4P2H1. 

CDignity/Canada/Digniti,  Box  1912.  Winnipeg.  MB 
R3C  3R2.  Pti:  (204)  772-4322 
CFamHies  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FFLAG).  730 
Bathurst  St.  Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4 
^FoundaUon  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  281.  Sin  A,  Rexdale.  ON  t^9W  5L3  Ph: 
(416)741-7223. 

Ufntegrity  (Day  Anglicans  and  their  Friends).  Canadian 
regional  representative.  Box  873.  Stn  F.  Toronto.  ON 
M4V  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  925-4047. 
Zjlnterest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology, 
c/o  Canadian  Psychological  Association,  558  King  Edward 
Ave.  Ottawa.  ON  KIN  7N6. 

Zllntemational  Gay  Association,  secretariat,  c/oCHLR,  Box 
931.  Oublin4.  Republic  ol  Ireland  (Eire). 
CThe  John  Damien  Foundation,  Box  983,  Adelaide  St  Stn. 
Toronto.  ON  M5C  2K4. 

Z2Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of  the  Liber- 
tarian Party  ol  Canada.  Box  190.  Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto, 
0NM5C2Jt 

\2,Ugo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperanttstoj  (LSG).  gay 
Esperanto  organization,  lOOCrerarAve.  Ottawa.  ON 
K1Z  7P2 

^.Metropolitan  Community  Churches  in  Canada,  Box  5178, 
Vancouver.  BC  V68  4B2  Ph:  (604)  681-8525. 
IjNew  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792,  Stn  F, 
Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

ZiRight  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee  for  The 
Barracks  and  other  bath  raid  accused),  730  Bathurst  St, 
Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4  Donations  should  be  made  payable 
to  Harriet  Sachs  in  Trust  for  the  RTPC  and  mailed  to  the 
above  address 

^ZWomen's  Archives.  Box 928.  Stn  0,  Toronto.  ON 
M4T2P1. 


ALBERTA 

Provincial 

ZJtIberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA). 

Box  1852.  Edmonton  T5J  2P2 


Calgary 


^Camp  181  (a  social  club  for  women  and  men),  c/o 

Eleanor.  no3.  2311-17A  StSW.  T2T2S4.  Ph:  (403) 

245-2336 

CDignrty/ Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7.  Ph:  (403) 

269-7542  or  282-0574  (evenings  only). 

CGay  Academic  Union,  Student  Clubs.  MacEwanHall, 

Univol  Calgary.  T2N  1N4 

CGay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRC),  Old  Y 

BIdg.  Suites  317-323.  223  12  Ave  SW.  T2P  069.  Ph:  (403) 

264-3911.  Information  and  counselling  Mon-Fri,  7-10pm. 

Socials,  discussion  groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action. 

Mailing  address:  Box  2715.  Stn  M.  T2P  3C1. 

DGay  Youth  Calgary,  Box  1 133,  Stn  M,  T2P  2K9.  fi/leets 

Thurs.  8  pm.  Rm319.  223  12AveSW. 

Clntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  Box  1492, 

Stn  l  T2H  2H7. 

ntesWan  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (403) 

238-0140.  evenings 

CMetropoHtan  Community  Church,  Box  6945.  Sin  0, 

T2P2G2  Ph  (403)  277-4004.  Services  Sundays  at  11:30 

am  at  Backiot  Theatre 

CParents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715,  Stn 

M.  T2P3C1  Ph  (403)252-8727. 

UWomyn  s  Collective,  c/o  GIRC.  Box  2715,  Stn  M, 

T2P  3C1  Ph:  (403)  267-3098 

Edmonton 

~Dlgnity/Edmonlon,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 

ZGay  Affiance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1852, 

T5J  2P2  Office   10173-104  St.  Ph  (403)  424-8361. 
CMetropoHtan  Community  Church,  Box  1312.  T5J  2M8. 

Ph  (403)  482-4213. 

Lethbridge 

CLethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715, 

StnM  Calgary.  ABT2P3Ct 

Medicine  Hat 

CMedicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC,  Box 
2715.  Stn  M.  Calgary.  AB  T2P  3C1 


Red  Deer 

OGay  Association  of  Red  Deer  (CARD),  Box  356.  T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBlAi 

Provincial 

DRural  Lesbian  Association.  RR  1,  Box  6.  Ruskin,  BC 
VOM  1R0. 

Kamloops 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  by  writing  to 
Box  3343.  Kamloops  V2C  6B9.  Meet  friends,  peer  coun- 
selling, information. 

Kelowna 

UOkanagan  Gay  Organization.  Box  1165.  StnA.  Kelowna 
VI Y  7P8.  Mutual  support.  The  group  can  be  contacted 
directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Center. 

Nelson 

D  The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland.  Box  326.  Nelson.  VI L  5R2. 

Prince  Rupert 

G  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  reached  by  writing  to 
Box  881.  V8J  3Y1. 

Revelstoke 

DLothlorien.  Box  2054,  VOE  2S0.  Information,  hospitality, 
counselling. 

Vancouver 

DArchives  Collective,  Box  3130.  MPO,  V6B  3X6. 
OComing  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative 
Radio.  337CarrallSt.  V6B  2J4.  Thurs  at  6:30pm.  102.7 
MHz  FM. 

aOignity/Vancouver.  Box  3016.  V6B3X5.  Ph:(604) 
684-7810 

CiDogwood  Monarchist  Society.  Box  4798.  MPO. 
V6B  3X6. 

OGayAA.  (604)  733-4590  (men),  (604)  929-2585 
(women). 

DGayblevlsion.  monthly  television  show  produced  by  and 
for  gays.  837BidwellSt  Ph:  (604)688-6813. 
DGay  Bridge  Cfub.  c/o  Bert  Curry,  (604)  68t  3564. 
OGay/ Lesbian  Law  Association.  Faculty  ol  Law.  University 
of  British  Columbia.  Vancouver. 
ZlGay  People  of  Simon  Eraser,  c/o  Student  Society.  Simon 
Eraser  University.  Burnaby  V5A  1S6.  Ph:  (604)  291-3181 
or291-3111. 

DGay  People  of  UBC.  Box  9,  Student  Union  BIdg,  Univer- 
sity of  British  Columbia.  V6T  IW5.  Ph:  (604)  228-6781  or 
228-4638.  Meetings  every  Thurs  at  12:30  pm  in  SUB 
207/209. 

HHachug.  Jewish  gay  group.  Box  69406.  V5K  4W6. 
Dlntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.'  Box  34161. 
Stn.  0.  V6J4N1.  Ph:  (604)732-0412. 
nXnightsofMatta.  Box86717.  N  Vancouver.  V7L  4L2. 
OLesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay 
People  of  UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  BIdg.  UBC.  V6T  1W5. 
DLesbian  Inhirmation  Line.  1501  W  Broadway.  (604) 
734-1016  Sunday  and  Thurs.  7-10  pm. 
OThe  Lesbian  Show.  Co-op  Radio.  337  Carrall  SI. 
V6B  2J4  102. 7  MHz  FM.  Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 
OLesbian  i  Feminist  Mothers  PofiUcal  Action  Group,  c/o 
2766  W  4th  Ave.  Ph:  (604)  734-1016. 
OMetropolltan  Community  Church,  203-525  Seymour  St. 
Ph:  (604)681-8525  Services  8  pm  Sundays,  at  181 1  West 
16th  Ave 

OParents  A  Friends  of  Gays.  (604)  987-6027  or  988-7786. 
DRights  of  Lesbians.  Box  24687.  Sin  C  (Subcommittee  of 
BC  Federation  ol  Women.) 

DSEARCH  Community  Services.  24-448  Seymour  St, 
V6B3H1.Ph:  (604)689-1039. 
aSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  24-448  Seymour 
St.  V6B  3H1. 

DSociety  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and  Counselling 
in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH).  Box  48903.  Bentall  Centre. 
V7X  tA8 

CSoclety  for  Political  Action  lor  Gay  People  (SPAG).  Box 
2631.  Mam  PO.  V6B  3W8  Ph:  (604)  876-2674. 
OStage  Door  Johnnies  (Theatre  group).  Ph:  (604) 
738-2710. 

^Vancouver  VD  Cfinlc.  Prov  Health  Lab.  828  W  10th  Ave 
(near  Vancouver  Gen  Hosp).  Ph:  (604)  874-2331  (220). 
C  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC),  Box  2259. 
MPO.  V6B  3W2  Ph:  (604)  253-1258 
CWest-End  Community  Volleyball,  c/o  201-1263  Nicola, 
V6G2E8Ph:  (604)687-6174. 
CWomen  in  Focus.  45  Kingsway  Ph:  (604)  872-2250. 
CWomenOverAO.  24-448  Seymour  St.  V6B  3H1.  Meets 
Wednesdays.  Contact  Peggy  at  (604)  873-0693. 
CYoung  Gay  People,  c/o  28-448  Seymour  St.  Ph:  (604) 
689-1039 


OYounger  Lesbian  Drop-In.  4-45  Kingsway.  Ph:  (604) 

874-0994.  7:30  Tues. 

UZodiac  Fraternal  Society,  Box  33872,  Stn  D,  V6J  4L6. 

Victoria 

^Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG).  Box  237.  Stn  E 

V8W  2M6 

DGay  Men  s  Discussion  Group,  meets  ftv/ce  a  month.  Call 

Need  lor  time  and  place. 

ONeed  (Victoria  Crisis  Une).  Ph:  (604)  383-6323,  24  hrs  a 

day.  Some  gay  info  available. 

aUniversity  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union  BIdg,  U 

of  Victoria.  Box  1700.  V8W  2Y2. 

DWAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee.  Box  237,  Stn 

E.  V8W  2M6. 


MANITOBA  i 

Provincial 

Manitoba  Gay  Coalition.  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of  Manitoba. 
Winnipeg  R3T  2N2. 

Brandon 

aCay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4.  Ph:  (204) 
725-4386. 

Winnipeg 

DFamiliesofGays,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of  Manitoba. 

R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  743-4549. 

aCouncil  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box  1912,  R3C 

3R2. 

ODignity/Winnipeg.  Box  1912.  R3C3R2. 

OGays  for  Equality,  Box  27.  UMSU,  Univ  of  Manitoba. 

R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678 

OManitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexuat  Understanding,  Box 

3911.  Stn  B.R2W5H9. 

UProject  Lambda,  Inc,  gay  community  services.  Box  3911, 

StnB.R2W5H9. 

aWinnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27.  UMSU.  Univ  of  Manitoba, 

R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

aWinnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St.  Ph:(204) 

786-4581. 


NEWBRUNSWICKi 

Fredericton 

OFredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box  1556,  StnA. 
Ph:  (506)  472-9576. 

Western  NB 

UNorthern  Lambda  Nord,  Box  990,  Caribou,  Maine  04736 
•  USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Mada- 
waska/Victona.  NB,  Temiscouata,  Quebec,  and  Aroostook. 
Maine).  (207)  532-7931. 


NEWFOUNDLAND^ 

St  John's 

aCommunlty  Homophile  Association  of  Newfoundland 
(CHAN).  Box  613.  Stn  C.  A 1C  5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

OThe  Atternate  Bookshop,  1588  Barn ngton  Si.  2nd  fir. 
Mailing  address:  Box  276.  Stn  M.  B3J  2N7  Ph: 
(902)  423-3830. 

UExpression.  write  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop.  A  support 
group  for  trans vestites  and  transsexuals,  presently  in  for- 
mation. 

DGay  AA  meets  every  Wednesday  at  7:30  pm  at  Hope  Cot- 
tage. 2435  Brunswick  St.  For  into  call  (902)  422-5875  or 
Gayline.  or  write  Box  3064,  South  Station,  B3J  3G6 
VMay  Alliance  for  Equality  fnc(GAE),  Box  3611.  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J  3K6.  Ph:  (902)  429-4294.  Gay 
helpline  (information,  referrals  and  peer  counselling): 
(902)  429-6969.  Thurs.  FriandSat.  7-tOpm. 
OGay  Artists  Musicians  Entertainers  Society  (GAMES)  of 
Atlantic  Canada.  Box  3611.  South  Station,  B3J  3K6. 
DGay  Youth  Society  of  Halllax  (in  lormation).  For  informa- 
tion, call  GAE  Helpline  or  write  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop. 
DGays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o  SUB  (Stu- 
dent Union  Building).  Dalhousie  University. 
[ISparrow  of  Atfantic  Canada,  Cay  Christians,  meet  every 
Sunday  at  8  pm.  at  the  Universalisl  Unitarian  Church.  5500 
Inglis  SI.  Mailing  address:  Box  3611.  Halifax  South  Postal 
Stn.  B3J  3K6.  Sparrow  coffeehouse:  every  Sunday  at  The 
Turret.  Call  Gayline  (429-6969)  or  GAE  (429-4294)  or  The 
Turret  (423-6814)  tor  dates  and  limes 
\:.The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Barrington  St. 
Ph :  (902)  423-6814.  Mailing  address:  Box  3611.  Halilax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J3K6. 


ONTARIO^ 


Provincial 

DCoalibon  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822,  Stn 

A.  Toronto  M5W  1G3.  Ph:  (416)  533-6824. 

DOntario  Gay  Teachers '  Caucus.  Box  923,  Stn  F.  Toronto 
M4Y2L8. 

Georgetown 

DGeorgetown  Gay  Friends,  Box  223,  L7G  ATI. 

Ph:  (416)877-5524. 

Guelph 

DGuelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773.  N1H  6L8.  Gayline:  (519) 

836-4550.  24  hrs. 

DGuelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)  836-4550  Mon, 

Wed  and  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

DGay  Fathers  of  Hamilton,  offers  support,  advice,  and  pot- 
luck  suppers  twice  a  month.  Call  Gayline  lor  meeting  places 
and  times. 

DGayline  Hamilton,  information  on  all  groups  and  activities, 
and  peer  counselling.  Ph:  (416)  523--7055  Wed  through 
Sun.  7- 1 1  pm. 

DGay  Women  of  Hamifton,  support  group.  Call  Gayline  for 
meeting  places  and  times. 

DHamilton  United  Gay  SocieVes  (HUGS),  a  meeting  of  men 
and  women,  young  and  old,  with  discussions  and  speakers 
on  topics  ol  community  interest.  Meetings  on  alternate 
Wednesdays,  Rm  607,  Chester  New  Hall.  McMaster  Univ- 
ersity, 7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  for  further  information. 
DLambda  Gay  Youth  of  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call 
Gayline  lor  meeting  places  and  times. 
DAddress  for  all  Hamifton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44.  Stn 

B.  L8L  7T5. 

Kingston 

DQueen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)  542-5226. 
DQueen's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs  Centre. 
5 1  Oueen  's  Crescent,  Queen 's  University.  K7L  2S7.  Ph: 
(613)547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

DFoundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  1497,  Stn  C.  Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 
DGay  AA,Ph:  (519)742-6183. 
DGay  Liberation  ol  Waterioo  (GLOW),  c/o  Federation  of 
Students.  University  ol  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph: 
(519)884-GL0W. 

DGay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues  and  Wed. 
6:15  pm.  CKMS-FM.  94.5  MHz.  105.7  MHz  cable. 
DGay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterioo,  Box  2632.  Stn  B, 
Kitchener  N2H6N2. 

DKitchener/Waterioo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box  2741.  Stn 
B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

DKitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Youth,  c/o  Federation  of 
Students.  University  of  Waterloo.  Waterloo  N2L  3Gf. 
DLeaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme.  Thurs,  6  to  8  pm. 
CKMS-FM.  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OLesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box  2422, 
Sin  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6M3. 

London 

DFoundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  4724,  Stn  D.  N5W  5L7.  Ph:  (519) 
644-1061. 

DGayline,  Ph:  (519)  679-6423.  Info  24  hrs/day.  Peer 
counselling  Mon.  Wed,  Fri.  Sat.  7- 1 1  pm. 
DHomophile  Association  ol  London,  Ontario  (HALO),  649 
Colborne  St.  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519)  433-3762. 
DMetropolltan  Community  Church,  Box  4724.  Sin  D. 
N5W  5L7.  Services  Sundays  at  7pm  at  Unitarian  Church, 
29  Victoria  St.  Singspiration  at  6:45  pm. 
awestern  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Community 
Centre,  University  of  Western  Ontario.  Ph:  (5 19)  679-6423. 

Mississauga/ Brampton 

DGEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62.  Brampton 
L6V  2K7. 

DGayline  West,  Ph:  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Niagara  Region 

DGayline,  Ph:  (416)  354-3173. 

DGay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls  L2E  6V5. 

North  Bay 

DCaring  Homosexuals  Association  of  North  Bay  (CHANB), 

Box  649.  Callander  POH  1H0.  Ph:  (705)472-0909. 

Ottawa 

DDignlty/Ottawa/DignIti,  Box  2102.  Stn  D,  K1P5W3. 
DGay  People  at  Carieton.  c/o  CUSA.  Carleton  University. 
For  more  information,  call  (613)237-171 7. 
DGays  of  Ottawa/Gals  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919.  Stn  D, 
KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre:  175  LisgarSt.  Gayline:  (613) 
238-1717  Office:  (613)  233-0152. 
DGay  Youth  Ottawa/ Hull/ Jeunesse  Dai(e)  d' Ottawa/Hull 
may  be  contacted  at  the  same  address  and  phone  number 
as  Gays  of  Ottawa.  Meetings/drop-ins,  Wed,  8  pm,  175 
Lisgar  St. 

Dlntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  St  George 's 
Anglican  Church.  152MetcatleSt.  K2P  1N9.  Ph:(613) 
235- 1636  Meeting  and  Eucharist  every  second  Wed  (2nd 
and  4th  Weds  of  momh),  7:30  pm,  at  St  George 's  Church. 
DLesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays  on 
Campus,  c/o  SFUO,  85  rue  Hastey  Street.  KIN  6N5. 
'^Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868.  Stn  B. 
K1P5T1  Ph:  (613)  235-3438. 

.Parents  of  Gays,  Box  9094.  K1G  3T8. 
DThe  Unigenderist  Society  for  Androgyny,  Transvestism 
and  Transsexualism.  206  Laurier  AveW.No15.  Box  4073. 
StnE.K1S5B1  Ph:  (613)  233-5505. 
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Peterborough 

OGays  of  Trent  and  Peterborough  fGTP),  Box  1524, 
K9J  7H7.  Otiice:  262  Rubidge  SI,  Rm  203  Ph:  (705) 
742-6229.  Wed,  7:30-9:30  pm,  Thurs,  7:30-9:30  pm. 

Sarnia 

OGay  Alliance  of  Samia-Port  Huron  (GASP).  Box  642, 

Sarnia  N7T  7J7. 

Sudbury 

DGay  Association  ol  Sudbury  (GAS).  Box  395.  Stn  B. 
P3E  4P6 

Thunder  Bay 

DNortliern  Women 's  Centre,  316  Bay  St,  P7B  1S1.  Pli: 
(807)  345-7802^ 

aOays  ol  Tliunder  Bay  (GTS).  Box  2155.  Stn  P.  P7B  1S4. 
PI):  (807)  345-8011. 

Toronto 

For  mlormation  on  groups  in  Toronto,  check  the  Community 
Resources  section  in  Out  In  The  City,  which  begins  on 
page  31 

Windsor 

DGay  AA.Ph:  (519)  258-7967. 

DLesblan  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus  (LGSC).  c/o 

Students '  Activities  Council,  Univ  ol  Windsor. 
Ph:  (519)  252-0979  Rap  sessions  weekly. 
DWIndsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn, 
N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)252-0979.  Gayline  is  answered  by 
a  woman  Tuesdays  7-10  pm. 


QUEBECi 


Charlevoix 

DAssoclation  pour  les  droits  des  gais  de  Charlevoix 
(ADGC),  CP724.  Clermont,  Comie  de  Charlevoix,  GOT  ICO. 
Ph:  (418)  439-2080. 

Hull 

DAssociation  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  QuMcois  (AGOQ),  CP  1215, 
Succ  B,  J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)  778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

C.Gay  Students '  Alliance (GSA),  Box 631,  Bishop's  Univer- 
sity/Champlain  Regional  College,  JIM  1Z7. 

Montreal 

DAide  aux  travesties  et  transsexuelles  du  Quibec,  CP  363. 
SuccC.  H2L  4K3.  Ph:  (514)  521-9302. 
CAIpha  Kira  Fraternity.  CP  153.  Succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5 
CAssociation  communautaire  homosexuelle  de  I' University 
de  Montrial,  3200.  Jean-Brillant.  Local  1267.  Pav  Lionel 
Groulx  des  sciences  sociales,  Umversili  de  Montreal. 
H3T  1N8.  Ph:(514)  737-0553.  Otficehours:  Mon  12-3pm, 
Wed  7-11  pm  in  room  1279  ol  the  same  building. 
CJissociabon  des  bonnes  gens  sourds.  CP  M64.  Succ  R. 
H2S  2B1      . 

DAssociation  pour  les  droits  de  la  communauti  gaie  du 
Quibec  (ADGQ),  CP36.  Succ  C.  H2L  4J7  Bureau:  263  est 
rue  SainieCalherine.  2eetage  Ph:  (514)843-8671. 
CComiti  d'auto-dilense  gai.  a/s  ADGQ  ou  Librarie 
L  'Androgyne.  Ph:  (514)  843-8671  ou  866-2131. 
DComM  de  soutien  aux  accusis  de  Truxx.  a/s  1217  rue 
Crescent.  H3G  2B1  Ph:  (514)866-2131. 
DCommunauti  homophile  chritienne  (Catholic),  354.  rue 
'Murray  Ph:  (514)688-9071. 
DContact-t-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and  referral. 
Ph:  (514)842-5807. 

DCoop-Femmes,  CP223,  Succ  Delorimier.  H2H  2N6  Ph: 
(514)843-8998 

DCHgnity/Montrial,  Newman  Centre,  3484  rue  Peel, 
H3A  1W8.Ph:  (514)  392-6741. 
DCgllse  Communautaire  de  Montreal,  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP610,  Succ  NOG.  H4A  3RI.  Ph:  (514) 
845-4471. 

DFidinOon  caiadmnne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue  Viau, 
VaudreuilJ7V  1A7 

DGalicoute,  ligne  lel6phonique  pour  francophones. 
1900h-2300h  lous  les  soirs  Ph:  (514)  937-1447. 
DGay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Vouth  Clinic/Clinique  des 
Jeunes  de  Montreal.  3465  Peel  Street.  H3A  1X1  Ph:  (514) 
842-8576  General  practice.  Mon-Fri.  9-5pm:  open  until 
8pm  Mon  &  Fri  only  Closed  daily  12:30- 1 :30pm. 
[  jGaylnto,  CP610.  Succ  NOG.  H4A  3R1  Ph:  (514) 
486-4404.  Thurs  and  Fri.  7-11  pm.  24hr  recorded 
message  at  other  times 

DBtytne,  (5 14)  931-8668  or  931-5330,  7  days  a  week, 
7-11  pm 

DGay  Men  and  Women  ol  McGHI.  University  Centre.  Rm 
408,  3480 rue  McTavish.  H3A  1X9.  Meets  Thurs,  7:30pm, 
Rm  425 

DGay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Park,  West- 
mount  H3Z  1 KS  Ph:  (514)  937-958 1 
DLambda  Youth  League/Ugue  Jtunesse  Ijmbda.  c/o  Gay 
Social  Services  Project.  5  Weredale  Park.  Westmount 
H3Z  I Y5  Friday  and  Saturday  meetings  Call  Gayline  lor 
into. 

r  Mntagrfty:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Irlends,  c/o  305 
avenue  Willibrord.  Verdun  H4G  217  Ph  (514)  766-9623 
I  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  ol  Concordia,  I455ouestboul 
de  Maisonneuve.  H3G  IM7  Ph  (514)  879-4500  Irom  9  am 
to  5  pm 

f  .Ubrtlrie  I' Androgyne /Androgyny  Bookstore,  1217  rue 
Crescent.  H3G  2B I  Ph  (514)866-2131 
i  .Ugue  Lambda  Inc.  CP  701.  Succ  N,  H2X  2N5.  Into 
(5 14)  843  5889.  Alain  ou  Jacques 
[  iNaches:  MontrttIs  Gay  Jewish  Group,  CP298.  Succ  H. 
H3G  2K8  Ph  1514)488  0849 

I  voider  Gays  Group,  meets  Isl  and  3rd  Wed  each  month,  at 
5  rue  Weredale  Park.  Westmount  H3/  IY5  Ph  (514) 
937  9581.  ex1238.  lorinlo  Ask  lor  Barry 
:  ]Pirents  of  Gays,  a/s  CP610.  Succ  NOG.  H4A  3Rt  Ph 

(514)486  4404 


DPro-cathidrale  du  disciple  bien-aimi,  4376  de  la  Roche. 
H2J  3J1.  Ph:  (514)  279-5381  ou  525-5245. 
DProducbonsBB,  CP  188.  SuccC.  H2L  4K1.  Television 
program  Cdte  i  cote.  Mon  10  pm  and  Thurs  1 1  pm.  Chan- 
nel 9  Radio  program  on  CIBL-FM.  104.5  MHz.  Wed  7:30 
pmandonCINQ-FM.  102.3MHz.  Thurs  10am. 
DTravesbes  i  Montreal,  social  support  lor  Iransvestites. 
CP  153.  Succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5  Ph:  (514)  486-4404 
(Thurs  and  Fri  only). 

D  Women 's  Homophile  Association  of  Montreal,  a/s  Susan 
Shea.  1967  rue  Erie,  H2K2M5 
DWomen's  Information  and  Referral  Centre.  3585  rue 
Saint-Urbain.  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri.  9am-5pm.  Tues  5 
pm-9pm.  Ph:  (514)  842-4781. 

Quebec 

aCentre  Homophile  d  Aide  et  de  Liberation  (CHAL).  CP 

596,  Succ  Haute-Ville.  G1R4R8  Bureau:  1 75  rue  Prince- 

Edouard.  Ph:  (418)  525-4997 

DGroupe  gai  de  I  Unhiersiti  Laval  (GGUL),  CP  2500, 

Pavilion  Lemieux.  Cit6  universitaire.  GIK  7P4. 

DLe  Groupe  Unigai  Inc.  CP  152.  Succ  Haute-Ville 

G1R  4P3  Social  and  cultural  activities. 

DL  'Heure  Gaie.  Pavilion  De  Koninck.  Citi  Universilaire. 

Sainte-Foy.  Radio  program  CKRL-FM,  89. 1  MHz.  Thurs 

7  pm. 

DUgueMardi-Gal.  Ph:(418)  524-2219.  Richard  Huol 

DParoisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique  eucharistique). 

685.  CdleFranklm.  G1M  2L9  Ph:  (418)688-5564. 

DTUigai.  (418)522-2555  Gay  info.  Tues-Sat.  7-11  pm. 

Recorded  message  rest  of  time 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Provincial 

uSaskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon 
S7K  4L4. 

Kindersley 

D  West  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rosetown),  c/o 
Drawer  1.  Box  7508,  Saskatoon  7SK  4L4. 

Prince  Albert 

DPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9. 

Regina 

ODignity  lor  Gay  Catholics  and  Friends,  Box  1375,  Fort 

Qu'Appelle.  SOG  ISO. 

DGay  Regina,  a  political  action  group,  c/o  2242  Smith  St, 

Box3414.  Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  For  info  concerning  social 

functions,  contact  Regina  Gay  Community  Centre. 

DOne  Loat.  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church  in 

Saskatchewan.  2-1805  Rae  SI.  S4T2E3. 

DRegina  Gay  Community  Centre,  2242  Smith  SI.  Ph:  (306) 

522-7343.  Counselling  and  information  Tues  and  Sat, 

6:30-9:00  pm. 

Saskatoon 

DGay  Academic  Union.  Box  419.  Sub  PO  6.  S7N  OWO. 

DGay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8.  245-3rd 

Ave  South  Ph:  (306)  652-0972. 

DGrapevine,  a  group  ol  Christian  and  Jewish  gays.  Ph: 

(306)  343-5963 

DLesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women 's  Liberation,  Box 

4021.S7K3T1. 

aStubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St.  S7K  0M1. 

DSubcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  Caskalchewan  Association 

on  Human  Rights.  31 1-20th  St  W.  S7M  0X1. 


PUBLICATIONSi 


DAIter  Stonewall,  Box  7763.  Saskatoon.  SK. 
DLeBerdache,  CP36,  SuccC.  Montreal.  PQH2L  4J7  Ph: 
(514)843-8671 

DThe  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  Toronto.  ON 
M5W  1X9  Ph:  (416)977-6320. 
DGay  Niagara  News,  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls.  ON  L2E  6V5 
DGay  Saskatchewan,  Box  7508.  Saskatoon.  SK. 
DGOInlo.  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  rOutaouais,  Box2919. 
SinD.  Ottawa.  ON  KIP  5W9 
DHave  You  Heard?,  Box  361 1.  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn. 
Halilax.  NS  B3J  3K6 

1  Lesbians/ Lesbiennes,  Box  2531.  Stn  B.  Kitchener.  ON. 
DMaking  Waves:  An  AOantic  Quarterly  lor  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  Box  8953.  Station  A.  Halilax,  NSB3K  5M6 
DMetro  Community  News,  730BathurstSt,  Toronto, 
M5S2R4  Ph:  (416)  532-2333 
r^Out  and  About,  Box39U.  SinB.  Winnipeg  R2W  5H9 
[  Sparrow  olAHantic  Canada,  Atlantic  Christian  Newslet- 
ter. Box  3611.  Halilax  South  Postal  Stn.  Halilax.  NS  B3J 
3K6 

DVGC  News.  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  Society. 
Box  2259.  Mam  Post  Oflice.  Vancouver.  BC  V6B  3W2 
(604)  253  1258 


GIVE  GAY  LIBERATION 
A  HUMAN  FACE 

Network  is  more  than  simply  a  list  ol  gay  and  les- 
bian organizations.  It  s  also  a  way  to  let  people  in 
your  pan  of  the  country  know  what  s  happening 
It  s  a  way  to  help  get  others  involved 

But  the  information  provided  here  is  pretty 
sketchy  We  d  like  to  be  able  to  say  more  about 
who  you  are  and  the  kind  of  work  you  re  doing  - 
but  we  can  7  unless  you  tell  us  Send  us  more  infor- 
mation about  your  group  —  and  please,  please. 
send  pictures  Help  us  show  the  faces  that  go  with 
all  these  names 

Write  with  your  ideas  to  TBP  Network,  Box  7289. 
Station  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
mATCS 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


TORorrro  caw 


connuniTv 


CHOII^ 


rpp(i3(S[pla 


Electronic 
Service 

534-9796 
or960-9182 


Stereo  •  TV  •  Alarm  •  Intercom 
Sales  and  Service 
10%  gay  discount 


WANTED: 


Male  fashion  models, 
up  to  age  30.  No  experience 
necessary.  Excellent  earnings 
plus  full  return  travel 
expenses  paid. 


Write,  including  phone  number, 
complete  description  and  photo,  to: 
Box  866,  Arm  dale.  Nova  Scotia 
B3L  4K5 


MAY  1981 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/37 


PHOTOS 

YOUNG  COLLEGE 

SWIMMERS  OR  WRESTLERS 

Photos  of  240  semi-nude  SWIMMERS 
or  of  240  WRESTLERS  (over  half  ac- 
tion close-ups)  for  only  $8  plus  $2  air- 
mail class  postage /handhng!  (Both 
amounts:  US  funds.) 

SPECIAL  OFFER: 

Order  both  sets  —  recieve  photos 
of  360  SWIMMERS! 

Leland  L.  Wiegert  Jr. 

30327  Rhone  Drive,  Dept  BP 

Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  CA  90274 

Satisfaction  guaranteed 

or 

your  money  back! 


A  CAR  FOR  YOU 

IN  24  HOURS 

•  Small  monthly  payments 

•  Just  a  small  down  payment 

required 
§  Regardless  of  your  oast  credit 

experience 
9  Discharged  bankrupts  welcome 

to  call 
9  Tried  the  rest  &  still  walking' 

1  WANT  TO  TALK  TO  YOU 

CALL  NOW 

PETER  PARRY 

233-3674 

After  Hours  &  Weekertds  Call: 

967-5242  Page  9993 

HUMBERVIEW  CHEV  OLDS 

3200  Bloof  St.  W.  Islington 

75  Firebird  Formula.  JXA985 

SPARTACUS 


FOR  GAY  MEN 


INTERNATIONAL 

Gf\Y  GUID€ 

ir^EDITIOIH 


PUBUSMeO  «V  SPAflTACUS  f  O  BOX  MM  100)  AC  AMSTtROAM 

For  the  gay  man  who  wants  to  be 

where  the  ACTION  is. 

This  new  1981  edition  of  the  world 

famous 

SPARTACUS 

lists  bars,  clubs,  discos, 

restaurants  baths,  hotels, 

cruising,  and  much  more. 

Price  (including  airmail  in  plain 

package) 

US$18,  Canadian  $22 

Send  cash  or  cashier's  cheque. 

To  SPARTACUS 
P.O.  Box  3496 
1001  AG  AMSTERDAM 
THE  NETHERLANDS 

Or  send  $1.  for  illustrated  colour 
brochure. 


38n"HE  BODY  POLITIC 


Friends/female 

Toronto 

28,  GAY  LADY,  unconventional,  held  captive 
at  uptight  commercial  art  course.  Seeks  same 
or  older  in  the  arts  for  friendship.  Shy,  sincere, 
crazy,  warm,  honest  artist  loves  variety,  out- 
doors, dancing,  travel,  film,  sports.  Not  into 
bar  scene.  5'8",  intelligent,  feminine,  attrac- 
tive, romantic,  lots  of  interests.  Send  letter 
and  phone  no.  All  replies  answered.  Drawer 

C301. 

GAY  WOMAN,  blond,  early  thirties,  sHm, 
seeks  occasional  relationship  with  a  warm 
friendly  female.  Miss  Berman,  PO  Box  500, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  M5W  1E6. 

Friends/male 

International 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  Men  Together,  at  last! 
An  International  Social /Support  Group. 
Write:  BWMT-ZF,  279  Collingwood,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Buffalo-Western  NY 

BUFFALO  —  Tall,  slim,  jock,  26,  seeks  fun/- 
friendship  with  guys  from  Ontario/  WNY  who 
are  into  Levis,  workboots,  jockey  shorts.  Let's 

meet!  Drawer  C368. 

MALE,  28,  5' 10",  180,  bearded,  very  mascu- 
line, very  loving,  intelligent,  humorous, 
dreamer.  Bored  by  bars  and  baths.  Seeks  gen- 
uine 1 10%  man  under  40  (possible  blue-collar 
or  trucker)  for  fun  and  likely  permanent  rela- 
tionship. Work  schedule  restricts  travel. 
Drugs  and  rough  stuff  out  of  the  question. 
Drawer  C392. 

National 

I'M  SEARCHING  for  another  guy  to  live  a 
self-sufficient,  squatter-type  lifestyle  in  the 
Canadian  Bush.  Serious  only.  Jim:  Box  106, 
Bethel,  Minnesota,  55005. 

Alberta 

MASCULINE?  Sincere?  Equipment  to 
match?  I'd  like  to  meet  you.  I'm  young-look- 
ing at  41,  tall,  slim  and  versatile.  Like  home 
and  hearth.  Can't  quite  accept  gay  scene. 

Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  C309. 

I'M  AN  ATTRACTIVE,  nice  Jewish  boy,  23, 
5'10",  140  lbs,  and  I'd  like  to  meet  someone 
just  like  me.  Let's  get  together  for  bagels  and 
share  some  collective  guilt  and  mother  com- 
plexes. I  like  theatre,  music,  romance.  All 
replies  answered,  photo  preferred.  Penpals 
too!  Love  and  shalom,  Chevra,  Edmonton. 
Drawer  C380. 


Atlantic  Canada 


HALIFAX,  BISEXUAL  male.  34,  5'6",  140, 
trimmed  beard,  masculine,  desires  same 
gay(s),  bi(s)  to  30  as  assistant{s),  year-plus,  ex- 
penses paid  business  tour  USA,  Canada  — 
starting  August.  Also  visit  others  in  Halifax 
now  (your  place).  Others  in  cities  (population 
200,000)  when  passing  through.  Photo,  phone 
please.  No  drugs,  rough  stuff.  Drawer  C316. 


British  Columbia 


TRUCKERS  AND  TRAVELLERS:  rest  at 
Revelstoke.  Chad,  age  28,  athletic  and  adven- 
turesome. Interested  in  well-proportioned 
men.  Phone  Chad  (604)  837-6587.  Revelstoke 

on  Hwy  No  1 . 

I  NEED  boy  friend  —  young  student  etc.  Also 
act  as  general  help,  research.  Have  lover. 
Friend  to  live  in  etc.  Am  50,  attractive,  165  lbs, 
professional  broadcaster,  kind,  affectionate, 
into  reading,  country,  etc.  Vancouver.  Drawer 

C338. 

EVANGELICAL  MALE  CHRISTIAN  seeks 
same  for  love,  fellowship,  jogging,  cycling, 
etc.  Box  46364,  Vancouver,  BC  V6R  4G6. 


Manitoba 


I'M  28,  BLUE-EYED,  very  well-hung,  and 
muscular.  If  you  are  a  bodybuilder,  I  want  to 
meet  you.  Discretion.  Drawer  C104. 

SUCCESSFUL  gay  professional,  35,  domin- 
ant, 5'H",  175  lbs,  virile,  intelligent  desires 
young  man  well-built  between  21-25  years, 
preferably  student,  needing  financial  assis- 
tance. Write  with  photo  to:  Box  1976,  Winni- 
peg, Manitoba  R3C  3R3. 


WINNIPEG  BUSINESSMAN,  early  40s, 
intelligent,  into  good  living,  conversation,  the 
arts  and  generally  having  a  good  time.  Inter- 
ested in  meeting  others  30-45,  to  share  activ- 
ities. Beards /moustaches  OK.  Non-smoker 
preferred.  Drawer  C317. 

Quebec 

MONTREAL  —  Quiet,  tall,  slim  male,  40 
seeks  friend  for  good  times  together. 
Photo/phone  must  come  with  reply.  Will 
answer  serious  letters.  Drawer  C390. 


Southern  Ontario 


PROFESSIONAL,  GAY,  26.  5'H",  180  lbs, 
seeks  younger,  together  dude  to  share  future 
and  condo  in  London.  Disillusioned  with  fag- 
gots. Want  to  meet  a  real  man.  (519)  673-1024. 


THE 

rncc 

ICC  (   Main  Street 
Kinnipes 


RURAL  NIAGARA  REGION  —  W/M.  33. 
6'!",  185  lbs,  masculine,  attractive,  with 
tight,  athletic  physique.  Enjoys  outdoors, 
music,  travel,  fitness.  Looking  for  slim,  sin- 
cere person  to  same  age  for  socializing  and 
good  times.  Not  into  bar /bath  scene.  Discre- 
tion assured  and  expected.  Photo  if  possible 

(will  return).  Drawer  C376. 

STALLION  —  Strong,  slim,  sensual  and  af- 
fectionate seeks  young  bucks  for  brief  en- 
counters. Let's  "meat"  and  see  if  we  want  to 

ride  together!  Drawer  C375. 

W/M,  25, 5'8",  152  lbs.  seeks  other  males  who 
would  hke  to  camp  in  the  summer.  I  have  good 
build  —  seek  same.  I  love  sex.  tight  faded 
jeans,  cut-offs,  and  honest  guys.  Interested? 
Please  answer  with  photo,  will  answer  all  those 
under  30.  Prefer  bi,  gay,  or  transvestite.  Let's 
get  it  on.  Reply  to  Box  471.  Station  C, 
Kitchener,  Ont. 

W/M,  30s,  like  to  meet  young  gay  male,  under 
30.  I  am  5'7",  brown  hair  and  eyes,  150  lbs, 
virile,  experienced.  Phone  with  reply  please. 

Drawer  C381. 

TALL,  ATTRACTIVE,  young-looking.  40. 
honest,  sincere,  understanding,  romantic, 
affectionate  male.  Sexually  aggressive,  dom- 
inant personality,  modest  endowment,  seeks 
younger,  slim,  passive  male  for  companion- 
ship or  possible  relationship.  Descriptive  let- 
ter, photo  appreciated.  Discretion  assured. 

Drawer  C249. 

PORT  HOPE,  PROFESSIONAL,  33  years 
old,  5'10",  155  lbs.  would  like  to  meet  some- 
one from  the  area  who  is  between  25  and  35. 
warm,  sincere  and  fun-loving  to  share  good 
times.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  C397. 

Ottawa-Eastern  Ontario 

WHAT'S  A  GUY  TO  DO?  I'm  33.  successful, 
but  quiet  type  who  hates  bars,  discos.  Looking 
for  similar  guy,  masculine,  for  friendship, 

good  times.  Drawer  C332. 

ATTRACTIVE,  MASCULINE,  slim,  mous- 
tache, fun,  secure,  affectionate,  29.  If  in 
Ottawa  and  share  description  you  get  all  that 
and  more  for  a  17C  stamp  and  a  letter.  Bonus 
of  first  answered  and  my  photo  if  you  include 
yours.  We  are  both  well  worth  the  chance. 

Drawer  C334. 

MALE,  30's.  seeks  relationship  with  young 
male,  preferably  non-smoker,  who  would  like 
to  explore  clothing  fantasies:  leather,  lingerie. 

shoes/boots,  etc.  Drawer  C366. 

ARTIST  who  visits  Upper  Ottawa  Valley  dur- 
ing summer,  seeks  friendly  assertive  gays  for 
casual  friendship  (and  more?)  to  assuage  isola- 
tion. Locale  Pembroke/Shawville.  Males 
under  40  and  attractive  would  be  nice.  I'm  35, 
6'1",  175  lbs,  bearded,  attractive,  indepen- 
dent, gentle  and  loveable.  Passionately  into 
music.  Friendly  letter  with  address,  phone, 
(photo?)  appreciated.  Gary.  Drawer  C364. 
HAIRY  AND  MUSCULAR  construction 
workers  and  truckers  being  sought  by  good- 
looking  white  male,  33.  5'8",  160  lbs.  Claude 
Bouchard,  Box  3365,  Station  D,  Ottawa, 
KIP  6H8. 


Toronto 


MALE  COUPLE,  late  30s,  scenically  located 
in  Kendal  Hills  area  between  Port  Hope  I - 
Oshawa,  wants  to  meet  Oshawa/ Toronto 
couples  for  socializing.  We  are  fun-loving  and 
would  like  to  meet  some  live-wires.  Drawer 
C285. 

ATTRACTIVE  BLOND,  26,  5'10",  140  lbs, 
smooth,  hairless  body,  wants  to  meet  a  similar 
warm,  affectionate  guy  under  26  for  fun, 
friendship.  Sexually  diverse,  honest,  sincere, 
intelligent.  Unique  personality.  Not  tired  of 
the  bar  scene.  Write.  All  photos  returned. 
Drawer  C3 12. 

MALE.  SHY,  (but  definite),  realistic,  polit- 
ical, intelligent,  honest,  culture-oriented, 
seeks  same.  No  self-deceptive  "masculine, 
macho,  straight-appearing"  closet  queens 
need  apply.   Discretion  absolutely  refused. 

John,  8:30  pm  to  10  pm,  929-0065. 

SINCERE,  SOBER,  intelligent,  classic  Irish 
scholar  type,  24,  6',  seeks  handsome,  articu- 
late, good-natured,  folksy,  atheistic  Russian 
male,  20s,  who  appreciates  wry  humour,  geog- 
raphy  and  polemics.  URGENT.  Drawer  C339. 
GWM,  38,  sense  of  humour,  intelligent,  tall, 
average-to-good  looks,  like  books,  movies, 
travel,  eating,  my  career,  myself.  Want  to 
meet  other  stable  men  under  50  for  compan- 
ionship, friendship,  etc.  Please  write  and  I'll 

call  or  write.  Drawer  C331. 

TORONTO  —  One  to  one  only.  Tall.  slim.  1 55 
lbs.  dark,  hairy,  sophisticated,  rather  conser- 
vative, late  thirties  and  terribly  enthusiastic, 
looking  for  sincere  lover.  I  live  better  in  an 
honest,  devoted,  warm,  cuddly  relationship. 
Comfortable  in  gay  life,  prefer  simple  home 
life.  Very  strong  sexual  appetite:  A/ P  French, 
A /Greek.  Relationship  is  top  priority,  every- 
thing else  comes  second.  I  want  to  build,  share 
and  care  with  you.  You  know  what  a  relation- 
ship is  all  about.  You  are  clean,  have  pleasant 
personality,  easy-going,  smile  a  lot,  romantic, 
warm,  fun  to  be  with,  reliable,  communicate 
easily.  Not  into  bars,  baths,  drugs,  liquor, 
poppers,  big  social  life.  Am  non-argumenta- 
tive. Looking  for  someone  to  build  and  look  in 
the  same  direction.  If  you  think  you  have  what 
it  takes  to  work  hard  together,  write  as  much 
as  possible  about  yourself  and  give  phone 
number  —  answer  you  all.  Drawer  C319. 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,, friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(212)232-5500 

Monday  through  Thursday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


MASCULINE,  TALL,  SLIM,  bearded,  30s, 
who  believes  love  can  grow  between  men  and  is 
worthwhile  searching  for.  Many  interests.  At- 
tracted to  shorter,  masculine  men  with  varied 
interests  who  are  willing  to  risk  again.  I  offer 

you  this  challenge.  Drawer  C347. 

HORNY?  I'm  your  man.  5'I1",  160  lbs, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  dark  complexion,  hairy 
body.  Looking  for  uninhibited,  extremely 
erotic  sexual  encounters,  either  short  or  pro- 
longed. I  prefer  to  be  Fr/active,  Gr/passive.  I 
especially  love  sexually  aggressive,  dominant, 
strongly  sexed  guys.  Send  me  a  sizzling  letter 
for  a  phone  number.  Box  290,  Station  M, 

Toronto,  M6S4T3. 

DISCREET,  Caucasian  male,  38,  quiet  type, 
non-smoking,  slim  build.  5'9",  clean-shaven. 
Not  into  bars  or  drugs.  Interested  in  classical 
music,  long  walks,  cycling,  quiet  weekends  in 
country.  Would  like  to  meet  young  Oriental 
(Chinese)  under  25  living  in  Toronto  with 
similar  interests  who  is  looking  for  a  close 
friendship  possibly  leading  to  a  meaningful. 
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lasting  relationship  if  we're  compatible. 
Please  write,  including  phone  number. 
Enclose  photo  if  possible.  Sincere  replies  only. 

Drawer  C371. 

MALE,  32,  SLIM,  considered  good-looking, 
educated,  sensitive,  enjoys  sex  very  much, 
preferably  Greek  passive,  French  active /- 
passive.  Seeks  friend  who  is  older,  mature  and 
gentle.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  C373. 
PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  43,  5' 10",  160  lbs, 
seeks  friends  35-50  not  into  bars,  prefer 
theatre,  movies,  travel,  eating  out,  etc.  Discre- 
tion assured.  Phone  number  if  possible.  Box 
584,  Adelaide  St  Station,  Toronto,  M5C  2J6 
GWM,  20's,  5'H",  165  1bs,  blue  eyes,  brown 
hair,  beard,  seeks  regular  contact  with  GWM, 
30s.  Turn-ons  include:  solid  muscular  build, 
moustache,  hairy  chest,  feet,  possible  domin- 
ance. I  want  to  explore  our  fantasies.  Discre- 
tion required  and  assured.  Photo  appreciated. 

Drawer  C369. 

WM,  5'8",  140  lbs,  interested  in  B/D,  rubber, 
leather.  Willing  to  try  most  things,  but  no 
S/M.  Would  like  to  meet  Orientals.  Photo  ap- 

preciated.  Drawer  C367. 

CURLY,  FAIR-HAIRED,  blue-eyed  male, 
29,  6',  clean,  trim,  athletic  build,  well- 
endowed.  Am  sincere,  shy,  professional  with 
sense  of  humour,  creative  mind  and  a  warm 
cuddle.  Fond  of  photographs,  classical  music, 
swimming.  Seeks  physically  fit,  slim  com- 
panion, 22-34.  We  have  much  to  gain  and 
nothing  to  lose,  so  let's  meet.  Drawer  C365. 
QUIET  MAN,  48,  5'6",  wants  to  meet  a 
mature  (over  30)  well-hung,  uncut  TTC  driver 
who  looks  good  and  is  interested  in  having  his 
parts  serviced  periodically.  Drawer  C370. 
CLASSY,  SENSUAL,  attractive,  W/M  early 
30s,  interested  in  good  books,  theatre,  movies, 
food  and  wine,  and  learning  more  about  the 
Spanish  language/culture,  seeks  well- 
adjusted,  sincere,  attractive,  masculine,  sex- 
ually Greek  passive,  younger  man  for  occa- 
sional mutually  enjoyable  encounters.  Photo 

appreciated.  Drawer  C385. 

YOUNG,  GOOD-LOOKING,  slim  guy  5'8", 
dark  hair,  eyes,  tired  of  waking  up  alone, 
needs  good-looking  20-35  who's  sensitive,  ag- 
gressive, wears  tight  jeans.  Into  good  things, 
good  times.  Polaroid  shots,  phone,  gets  reply 
pronto.  Drawer  C400. 


SUBMISSIVE,  inexperienced  male,  35  years, 
190  lbs,  5'9",  eager  to  learn,  wishes  to  serve  an 
older  dominant  discreet  master.  TV's  very 
welcome.  Write  and  tell  your  fantasies  and 
limits.  Mississauga/Toronto.  Drawer  C382. 
IF  YOU  ARE  Oriental  to  35,  I  would  like  to 
meet  you  for  fun  and  friendship.  I  am  a  gay 
white  male,  28,  trim.  Not  into  drugs,  S/M, 
B/D.  Let's  talk.  Please  send  phone  number. 

Drawer  C378. 

GENEROUS  business  gentleman,  good-look- 
ing, seeks  well-endowed  black  male  21-35  for 

good  times.  Drawer  C379. 

ORIENTAL,  22,  Small,  masculine  build, 
seeks  masculine,  hung  guys  for  fun.  Inex- 
perienced but  learning  fast.  Details,  photo, 
phone.  Discretion  requested.  Drawer  C377. 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  BANG 
RUSH  •  HARDWARE 

$4  EACH  (5  for  $15) 

WE  WILL  NOT  BE  UNDERSOLD 
RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 

Toronto,  ON  MSB  1G5 

Ontario  residents  add  5%  sales  tax 

Wholesale  inquiries  invited 

(416)  977-4718 


AITRACTIVE,  mature  man  seeks  same,  to 
45,  for  stable  relationship.  We  are  both  intel- 
ligent and  interested  in  cultural  entertain- 
ments.  Beginners  welcome.   Box  553,  Don 

Mills,  Ontario  M3C  2T6. 

SHY  BUT  FUN-LOVING  male,  45,  dark 
blonde  hair,  seeks  active,  dominant  male 
friend  slightly  younger;  one  who  is  looking  for 
a  long-term  relationship  if  possible.  Interests 
include:  faded,  tight  jeans,  honest  and  real  sex 
which  follows  a  good  relationship.  Yes,  I'm 
looking  for  a  nice  young  stud,  AND  HOW!. 

Drawer  C396. 

HOW  DO  I  WANT  THEE?  Let  me  count  the 
ways:  One,  your  mind  is  open,  intellectual. 


sensitive  to  colour,  shape,  beautiful  speech, 
and  art  in  any  form;  Two,  your  body  responds 
to  touch,  to  nearness;  Three,  you  are  open, 
past  self-oppression  and  maybe  political.  You 
are  1  in  100  or  possibly  in  289.  1  am  like  you, 
but  specifically  tall,  fair,  smooth,  quiet,  trim, 
hung,  taken  for  younger  than  I  am  and  looking 
for  someone  to  share  it  all.  Unlike  Rocco,  I 
know  life  and  love  go  on  after  30,  even  after 
40.  Replies  to  all  who  risk  exploring  what  lies 
behind  any  of  this.  Drawer  C395. 

CLEAN,  DISCREET  MALE,  45,  5'9",  shm, 
seeks  hairy,  hung,  mature  male  for  occasional 
FR/JO  encounters.  Box  266,  Don  Mills, 
M3C  2S2. 

IN  TORONTO  May  23  until  June  18. 
Educated  male  will  discuss  privately  your  sex- 
ual fantasies.  Include  telephone  number  in  let- 
ter. Drawer  C388. 

MAN,  looking  for  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probably  younger  for  something  long- 
lasting.  I'm  37,  6',  180  lbs,  teacher /social 
worker,  reasonably  bright,  personable,  stable, 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  and  attractive 
enough  (kids  don't  throw  rocks  at  me,  though 
old  ladies  have  been  known  to  faint).  Likes: 
carpentry,  canoeing,  art,  music,  swimming, 
kids,  dogs,  pine,  cedar,  city,  wilderness, 
solitude,  company,  staying  home,  going  out, 
friends,  books,  movies,  ice  cream.  Dislikes: 
bars,  cruising,  pickles,  strobe  lights,  chrome 
and  glass  furniture,  using  want  ads  to  meet 
someone.  Photo  appreciated,  but  not  essen- 
tial. Bob,  Drawer  C393. 

GWM,  37  5'6",  155  lbs,  seeks  a  young  sexy 
male  under  25  for  a  possible  one-to-one  rela- 
tionship. Must  have  own  apartment  and  car. 
I'm  very  easy  going  and  lots  of  fun.  I  love  sex, 
movies,  enjoy  males  with  tight,  faded  jeans, 
who  are  well-hung,  clean-cut  and  have  boyish 
looks.  Please  answer  with  photo,  phone 
number  and  sexy  letter.  Drawer  C398. 

HANDSOME  WHITE  MALE,  26,  built 
sohdiy,  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  5'9",  175  lbs, 
clean-shaven.  Likes  football,  baseball,  travel- 
ing, films  and  reading.  Seeks  partner  for 
friendship  and  gentle  sex.  Must  be  masculine, 
muscular  body-builder  type.  Photo  and  ad- 
dress appreciated.  Confidentiality  expected 
and  assured.  Drawer  C290. 


Homes 


Toronto 


I  AM  A  45-year-old  gay  male  looking  for 
another  male  to  share  my  well-furnished  one- 
bedroom  apartment  in  downtown  area.  Rent: 

$125/month.  Drawer  C336. _^ 

STUDENT,  MALE,  left,  gay,  feminist.  Chris- 
tian from  New  Brunswick  looking  for  accom- 
modation, September,  near  University.  Will- 
ing  to  share  with  similar.  Drawer  C374. 
ROOMMATE  (ONLY)  wanted  for  two-bed- 
room apartment  near  St  George  subway.  Ideal 
for  student.  (Have  just  finished  myselQ-  June, 

$190.  Drawer  C372. 

SOMERSET  PLACE,  25  Wellesley  Street 
East.  Downtown  luxury  apartments: 
bachelors,  one-bedrooms,  two-bedrooms, 
from  $450.  One  or  two  levels,  air-con- 
ditioning, exposed  brick  walls,  plush 
carpeting,  four  appUances,  steps  to  subway, 
large  balconies  and  terraces.  964-3709. 


You  save 
if  you  subscribe. 

Classified  advertising  in 

The  Body  Politic  is  cheaper  if  you 

have  a  subscription.  Check  the 

order  form  on  the  back  cover. 


UNIVERSITY  TEACHER,  24,  needs  accom- 
modation. Wishes  to  share  house  or  apart- 
ment (preferably  downtown)  from  July  1  to 
May,  1982.  Can  provide  Toronto  references. 
Write  Jerry  Glover:   Kondylaki  21,  Xania, 

Crete,  Greece. 

CABBAGETOWN,  two-bedroom,  fireplace, 
galley-kitchen  with  cleaned  brick  wall.  Stained 
glass  window.  Self-contained  apartment  in 
Victorian  mansion,  $400/month,  references 
required.  Phone  863-0947,  no.  81  and  leave 
name  and  phone.  Available  July- August. 

SPACIOUS,  BRIGHT,  newly-decorated 
3-bedroom    house    for    rent.    Fenced    yard. 


GET  INTO  TBP/CIASSIFIEDS 


Welcome  to  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS  —  gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people, 
right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 
COST?  Just  25$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $5.00. 

SA  VE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE!  Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00 
from  the  cost  of  your  ad  if  you  enclose  your  address  label. 

Business  ads  cost  more:  75$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $15.00,  or  call 
977-6320  for  reasonable  display  rates. 

CONDITIONS?  All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or 
charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  deadline  advertised.  Late  ads  will  be 
held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a 
drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies  to  you  every  Thursday  in  a  plain 
envelope.  This  service  costs  $2.50  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under  21,  or  if  more  than  two 
people  are  involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Word  your  ad  accordingly.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  when  you  get  your  message  mto  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS,  you' re 
reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it 's  smart  to  be  positive  about 
yourself  rather  than  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks,  "  or  '  'no  fats  or  fems. ' ' 

ANSWERING  AN  AD?  No  charge - 
just  put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and 
address  it  as  in  the  diagram.  Be  sure 
the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of 
the  envelope.  Office  staff  do  not  open 
any  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer 

So:  get  in  touch  with  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Write  one  word  per  box.  The 
amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad.  And  what's  a 
word?  "A"  is  a  word  —  but  so  is  "phantasmagorical.  "  Height  and  weight 
references  are  one  word.  A  phone  number  is  one  word,  as  are  postal  codes  and 
apartment  numbers.  A  street  address  is  one  word  if  it  consists  of  number  and 
name  only  —  adding  east,  west,  north  or  south  makes  it  two  words 

t/lail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us  at:  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Box 
7289.  StnA.  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC/39 


Riverdale   area.   $695 /month   plus  utilities. 

Phone  David  466-2903. 

ROOMS  AVAILABLE  from  July /August  in 
communal  house  (Dupont/Bathurst).  Gay/- 
straight.    Rent    S140/month    —    including 

utilities.  Eric:  533-7800. 

LUXURY  TOWNHOUSE!  Eaton  Centre 
minutes  away.  Exciting  design.  Three  bed- 
rooms, 2  1  /2  baths,  fireplace,  separate  dining, 
eat-in  kitchen,  five  appliances,  sundeck, 
patio,  garden,  skylight,  stained  glass,  central 
air,  broadloom,  drapes,  parking. 
EXQUISITE!  $l,200/month.  489-7342 
(evenings). 


Southern  Ontario 


RESPONSIBLE  MALE,  28,  has  large  two- 
bedroom  apartment  to  share  with  same. 
London,  Ontario.  Phone  (519)  473-4796. 
$170/month. 


Vancouver 


TWO  PROFESSIONAL  MEN,  early  30s, 
seek  compatible  third  person  to  share  large 
North  Vancouver  home.  Ten  minutes  from 
downtown.  Drawer  C387. 

PROFESSIONAL,  29,  seeks  accommodation 
in  Vancouver.  Co-op  house  or  shared  apart- 
ment OK.  I  am  a  non-smoker,  fairly  quiet,  and 
a  good  person  to  have  a  coffee  with,  even  if  it  is 
a  Monday  morning.  Drawer  C356. 


Readinp 


crokay  dub  CROW  INK  inc.  pee  o  box  1384 
boston  ma  02104. 


Messapes 


MAN /BOY  LOVE  ASSOCIATION.  Educa- 
tional, legal,  political  support  group  for  adult- 
youth  relationships.  For  information  write: 
NAMBLA,  Box  174-K,  NY  NY  10018. 
MAURICE  —  ^a  me  tente  de  te  parler,  car  je 
sens  qu'il  existe  presentement  une  atmosphere 
nuisible  au  foyer,  qui  ne  sert  qu'i  nous  diviser, 
mais  une  solution  m'6chappe.  Serait-il  pos- 
sible de  debrouiller  nos  differences?  De  mon 
c6te,  c'est  tr^s  important,  pour  vu  que  tu 
demeures  pour  moi  un  trds  bon  copain,  malgr^ 
nos  difficultes.  J'ai  la  volonte  d'essayer  si  tu  en 

veux  aussi.  M. 

THE  CARDINAL  AND  OTHERS!  Did  you 
write  to  His  Eminence?  Help  commemorate 
"the  raids"  by  contributing  copies  of  your  let- 
ters to  "The  Cardinal  and  Others,"  a  collec-. 
tion  of  letters  to  be  published  in  October  in 
booklet  form .  Proceeds  above  cost  will  be  con- 
tributed to  RTPC.  Send  copies  to  Drawer 
C384. 

A  BOY  AND  HIS  BIKE!  Summer's  coming 
and  we  have  the  boy  —  but  no  bike.  If  you 
have  a  bicycle  to  sell,  please  call  Ian  (694-8752) 

or  Jamie  (362-3885)  in  Toronto. 

SORRY  JOHN  —  NOT  INTERESTED! 
TRASH  TO  YOU?  Treasure  to  others!  Gala 
spring  auction /bazaar  needs  your  trashery. 
Call  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Now 
is  not  too  soon.  Phone:  921-0454  or  925-6729. 

EYES  ON  THE  YONGE  STREET  BUS  at 
02:00  a.m.  after  the  night  of  Saturday,  March 
14.  You  got  on  about  Dundas  and  stood  in  the 
crowd.  I  remember  reddish-blond  hair,  mous- 
tache, jeans,  a  scarf  with  the  jacket.  I  got  off 
above  Wellesley  and  watched  again.  Crazy 
isn't  it?  Thorn:  %7-O430. 

BRIDGE  AND  TENNIS  PLAYERS.  Drawer 
C394. 

LESBIAN,  U.S.  CITIZEN,  sought  for  mar- 
riage of  convenience  by  Canadian  citizen. 
Could  be  mutually  beneficial.  Arrangements 
to  be  negotiated.  Drawer  C389. 

GEORGE  MEETS  DOUG  at  Pariiament 
pool,  April  I.  Doug  would  like  George's 
telephone  number. 


Prisoners 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have 
pen-pals  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
is  offering  a  pen-pal  service  to  men  and  women 
prisoners  through  the  church's  prison  minis- 
try.   The   address   is   Prison   Ministry,   730 

Bathurst  St.  Toronto  ON  M5S  2R4. 

MALE  SCORPIO  who  has  lost  all  contact 
with  relatives  and  so-called  friends  since  being 
confined.  Seeking  concerned,  sincere  and 
understanding  individuals  to  correspond  with 
regardless  of  sex,  race  or  beliefs;  age  20  to  100. 
Antonio  Harris  No.  153-013,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699. 


"THE  PLACE 
FOR  YOU  TO  LIVE" 

A  small,  intimate  building 
with  only  57  luxury  suites. 

—  Private  Health  Facilities 

-  Rooftop  Terrace  with  Sundeck 

—  Enclosed  Florida  Rooms 

—  Two-level  suites 

—  Five  appliances 

—  One,  two  or  three  bedrooms 

available 

—  Ceiling  to  floor  windows 

NOW  OPEN  FOR  VIEWING 


May  1st  occupancy 
Open  every  day  except  Tuesday 
from  11:30. 
Call  977-6012. 


National 


Don't  need 
classified  ads? 


Your  lover  may  be  wonderful  and  your 
home  just  right,  but  that  doesn  't  mean 
TBP  Classifieds  can 't  work  for  you.  Got  a 
message  for  a  friend?  Need  a  massage? 
Looking  for  a  place  to  stay  on  your 
holidays?  Then  look  here  —  you  'II  find  it's 
a  great  way  to  keep  in  touch. 

And  remember  —  your  ad  costs  less  if 
you  subscribe.  Check  the  order  form  on 
page  39. 


MATURE  MALE  wishes  to  make  acquain- 
tances and /or  friends  to  correspond  with  and 
possibly  a  more  serious  understanding  and  in- 
volvement. All  responses  answered  with  a 
photo.  Nathaniel  Hunt,  No.   156-632,  Box 

45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699. 

MY  NAME  IS  JAMES  and  I'm  incarcerated 
in  Lucasville,  Ohio.  I'm  writing  this  letter  to- 
day trying  to  reach  out  to  the  outside  world  for 
some  companionship.  James  Brown,  155-562, 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  45669. 


Services 


Toronto 


SORE?  STIFF?  TIRED?  Tense?  Aches  and 

pains?  Call  Chris,  485-1290. 

OPENLY  GAY  psychotherapist.  Individ- 
ual/couple counselling,  also  sexual  dysfunc- 
tion counselling.  Confidence  guaranteed. 
Eugene    Allen    Schoentag,    524    Bathurst. 

967-0272. 

LAWRENCE  PITCHKO,  concert  pianist, 
now  accepting  students  Grade  VIII  and  above. 
Training  in  performance,  technique  and  inter- 
pretation. 928-0927. 


TORONTO  address  for  your  private  mail. 
Discreet,  confidential.  Mailbox /forwarding. 
Low  rates.  TORCAN  Remail  Services,  Box 
531,  Station  Q,  Toronto,  ON  M4T  2N4. 


Travel 


HOLIDAY  ECONOMICALLY  in  London, 
England.  Self-catering  holiday  fiatlets,  twin- 
bedded,  separate  kitchen,  located  inner  Lon- 
don from  $48  (CDN)  per  person  per  week. 
Write:  Michael  Browning,  19  Grosvenor  Rd, 
Chiswick,  London  W44EQ. 

KEY  WEST'S  OASIS  GUESTHOUSE.  Share 
our  accommodations  of  style  and  comfort. . .  a 
variety  of  guest  rooms  with  private  baths  and 
kitchenettes.  Sun-decks,  swimming  pool  and 
hot  tub.  823  Fleming  Street,  Key  West,  Florida 

33040(305)296-2131. 

LONDON,  UK.  Largest  gay  hotel:  The 
Philbeach,  30  Philbeach  Gardens,  Earlscourt 
SW5.  Close  clubs,  bars.  Groups  welcome.  Dis- 

count  available  373-1244. 

THE  PALMS  OF  KEY  WEST  Guesthouse- 
Resort.  Visit  our  island  this  summer.  Sail  a 
refreshing  ocean  breeze  or  relax  around  our 
very  private  pool.  Comfortable  rooms  with 
private  bath  from  $31.00  includes  light 
breakfast  and  sunset  drink.  Call  Kees  and 
Te»ry  for  brochure  and  reservations.  The 
Palms  of  Key  West,  Guesthouse,  820  White 
Street,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  294-3146 
TRAVELLING  COMPANION  to  drive  out 
West  and  share  costs.  Leaving  approximately 
the  first  week  in  June.  Phone  Ray:  878-4604  or 
write  Drawer  C383. 


Work 


GAY  BOAT  BOY  to  age  25  wanted  by  middle- 
aged  sailboat  owner  in  Port  Credit  Harbour 
for  1981  season.  Expense  paid  weekends,  sail- 
ing in  exchange  for  cleaning  duties.  Box  371, 

Port  Credit,  L5G  4M1. 

MUSICIAN(S)  NEEDED  for  well-known 
electronic  pop  band.  Drummer  or 
keyboard/guitarist/bass  player.  Women 
welcome.  Serious  replies  only.  Call  Glenn: 
968-6328  or  Andrew:  922-181 1.  


Other 


INVESTOR  has  funds  available  to  be  used  for 
a  gay  cause.  Please  submit  ideas  to  David,  PO 

Box  5431,  Stn  A,  Toronto. 

COIN  AND  STAMP  COLLECTORS  —  I 
want  to  start  a  gay  hobby  group.  Toronto 
meetings  and  world-wide  correspondence. 
Write  Box  5302,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ont, 

M5W  1N6. 

LESBIAN-FEMINIST  S&M  support  group 
has  published  45-page  booklet  including  ar- 
ticles on  theory  and  politics,  personal  expe- 
rience, reading  list.  $3,  plain  wrapper.  Samois, 
No.  2,  Box  2364,  Berkeley,  CA  94702.  Free 

hanky-code  card  for  lesbians  included. 

I'M  A  GAY  MAN  wanting  to  adopt  a  baby,  as 
close  to  newborn  as  possible.  I've  worked 
and  /  or  lived  with  children  the  past  6  years,  and 
am  helping  lesbian  couple  raise  their  daughter. 
I'm  wanting  to  be  a  full-time  parent.  Please 
write/call:  Shawn  Laughingtree,  502  VanNess 
Ave,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060.  (408)  426-9182. 
GAY  LEISURE  LINK.  A  non-sexual  intro- 
duction service  for  gay  people.  For  info,  send  a 
long  self -addressed  envelope  or  25<t  to:  Gay 
Leisure  Link,  Box  4662,  Vancouver,  BC,  V6B 

4A1. 

ARRIVED  FROM  NEW  YORK:  Recent 
paintings  by  Canadian  artist  Rand  Gaynor  on 
various  gay  themes.  Available  in  Toronto  on  a 
private-sale  basis.  For  appointment  phone 
Daryl  Carter  Monday-Friday  at:  967-1771. 
GAY  AND  DISABLED.  Four-session 
seminars  for  physically  disabled  gay  men. 
Begin  in  June.  For  seminar  and  registration  in- 
formation, call:  Wilf  Race  or  Chris:  699-3684, 
or  write:   "Seminar"   13  Aldridge  Avenue, 

Toronto,  M4C  3W3. 

MOUTHY  OR  MUTE?  Either  way,  either 
gender,  GAYSPEAK  needs  you,  you  need 
GAYSPEAK.  New  group  provides  practical 
experience  in  "speaking  out."  Face  debates, 
interviews,  rallys,  demonstrations  with 
GAYSPEAK  confidence.   For  details,  send 

SAS  envelope  to  Drawer  C304. 

AXIOS  (Eastern  &  Orthodox  Christians). 
Finally!  Social,  religious  support,  folk  crafts 
&  fun  for  ALL  us  "eastern  ethnics."  Join  our 
family.  Drawer  C391. 


This  Spring; 

KEY 
WEST 


America's 
Caribbean 

ISie,  Key  West  is  the 
Year-round  Resort  with 
an  International  Flavor. 

Take  a  walk  down  Duval  Street  amid 
19th  Century  homes  &  shops,  cruise 
the  pier  where  tanned  bodies  are 
everywhere.  Dance  the  night  away  In 
our  discos  where  Inside  Is  outside  and 
the  music  goes  on  till  4  a.m.  Tea  dances 
in  the  afternoon  sun.  Sunset  sails  on 
100-year-old  sailing  ships. 

Find  love  and  a  new  way  of  life  In  our 
Island  paradise.  It's  Key  West,  it's  hot. 
It's  an  Island  for  all  seasons.  It's  for  you. 
Come  to  Key  West. 


For  reservations  &  information. 
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WILLIAM  STREET  HOUSE 

Two   RCiTORcd   koMCS 
offERiNq  luXURIOUS  AC- 
COMModATIONS  JN   xhE 
hiSTORic    diSTRICT    of 

Old  Town  Key  West. 

Lush  pRJVATE  TROpicAl 

qARdEN  And  pool. 

>2»  WIUIAM  ST.,  KEY  WEST*?-^-  ';^^^ 
H.  )>040    (>0»)  2«4-»0»2    lyL^      ' 


Gideon 
Lowe 

H 


Casual  luxury. 
Thoughtful 
innkccping. 
mi^P      6  Sensible  prices 
"^        409  Waiian  St.  294-5%9 


DISCOVER 

ALOE 
SKIN  CARE 


Oh^ 


ALOEDREISCHED 

PRODUCTS 

INCLUDE: 

LOTIONS  •  SUNSCREENS 
•CLEANSERS'GELEES* 
BODYWASH  •  AI-TER- 
SHAVES'BRONZERS* 
MASSAGE  KIT  "FACE 
CREAMS 


--<.i/. 


KEY  Wl-Xr  ALOE.  INC. 

HO.  BOX  771  KKV  WKSI.  H. 

When  in  Ke>  VVcsl,  visit 
uur  luboraloo  ill  work! 


IN  KEY  WEST 


It's  like 
staying  with  a 

friend  .    „«^^. 


We're  a  little  ditlerent.  Elegant  and  friendly 
and  private  ...  the  company,  mixed  ...  in- 
dividual decor  in  our  rooms  and  apartments 
...  yel  In  the  heart  of  Old  Town  you  find 
tropical  gardens,  heated  pool,  great  rates 
and  every  convenience.  Phone  (305)  296-9915. 
Write  10  1004-A  Ouval  St.,  Key  West.  FL  33040. 

Key  Lodge  MotEl    ^^^' 


unique  ^ufbt  house  lor  womfn 

KEY  WEST 
SERENDIPITY 

for  women 


At     ELLIES    NEST    youll     Imd    the 

unexpected  in  style,  comlorl  and  tt>n- 

veniente 

Every  room  ha*.  ACheal.  a  double  tx'd 

and  TV. 

En|oy  the  hot  tub.  pool,  bundeiks  and 
tropical  patio  Continental  breakfast 
included 


1414  Newton  Street  (305)  296-5757 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 


Snore  ou  occomrriodatons  ol  style  &  com- 
lorl o  variety  ol  guest  rooms  witTi  private 
txjths  &  kiiciTeneties.  privaie  sun  oect^s. 
seckxea  couftyard  and  swimming  pod  & 
intirrote  not  tub 

823  Flenning  Street 

Key  West.  Fionoa  33040 

(305)  2%-2131 


Isle 

HOUSE 


QUI: 

For  Rales  & 

Reservations 

(305)  294-1772 


"In  the 
Heart  of 
Old  Town." 


915  Windsor  Lone 

Key  West,  Flofkla  33040 

Teiqihoae  (305)  294-1772 


OftStntt  Pnldiic, 

Private  Baths,  Pool. 

Air-ComfitiodBg,  Color 

Teievteioo,  Cocktaib  t 

Pooisklr  io  die  Afttraooo. 


CURRy 

housE 


Your  hotlft 
Oan  t  Bobby 
80«  Fleming  St. 
Old  Ktf  Wttt  33040 
(30$)  284-6777 

...w«'M  charm  tty  pants  ofl  ol  youl 
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key  west. 
A  yeAR-ROunO 
ResoRt. 

.329  Cli/aaeth  Stwr^n 

key  WLSl.  pOUiOA  ,».1040 
U.».A.  [ycfi]  296-5  368 
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lime  house 

"Eip«rlanc*  Tropical  Magic  right  in  tha  haan  of 
Old  Towna  2  block!  to  Mallory  Squara 
CoiTitortably  appclntad  and  fully  aguippad  Uniti 
with  kltcharvbath  A  C.  Bahama  fan:  twimming 
pool  and  prfvala  tunbathlng  Many  amaniiiaa  in  a 
tacludad.     infimala    faffing      Sarvica    our 
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Ellzabvlh  St 

Old  Towna 

Kay  Waal. 

Florida 

33040 


Vam  and  Bill 
Your  IHotti 
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MAKE-UP,  HAIR,  EVENING  GOWN:  JERRY  MYLNYCHUK 
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PHOTOGRAPHY:  MATTHEW  WILEY,  100  RICHMOND  ST  E..  TORONTO  869-3083 


JERRY  MYLNYCHUK 

DESIGNER 

HAMILTON,  ONTARIO,  CANADA 
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The  Back  Page 


From  the  truly  third-largest  gay  community, 

Gordon  Montador  draws  parallels  with  the  Toronto  raids 

Letter  from  Los  Angles 


When  Brooklyn  writer  Tim 
Dlugos  was  in  town  he  said  to 
us,  "Oh  Toronto  and  Los 
Angeles  are  so  much  alike!" 
We  looked  for  the  kernel  of 
insight  —  since  New  Yorkers  are  no 
longer  so  blindly  smug  about  their 
metropolis  (if  they've  decided  they  can 
survive,  they  just  get  on  with  it),  we  no 
longer  assume  that  they  can't  see  any- 
thing east  of  the  Hudson.  It  is  true  that, 
compared  to  New  York,  both  Toronto 
and  LA  are  rather  rich  and  reasonably 
clean. 

Another  point  of  comparison  present- 
ed itself  recently.  We  of  course  got  lots 
of  calls  and  clippings  about  the  Toronto 
steam  bath  raids  and  the  fuss  that  fol- 
lowed, were  delighted,  "wished  we  were 
there"  in  the  street  instead  of  on  the 
sidewalk  at  last.  And  being  so  far  from 
the  painful  individual  situations,  we  ad- 
mit to  a  tendency  to  view  the  whole 
drama  as  social  comedy  of  a  high  (and 
highly  ironic!)  order. 

Not  more  than  a  week  or  two  after 
your  brouhaha,  I  happened  to  be  in  the 
back  yard  of  a  popular  bar  here  that 
spins  fairly  demanding  new  wave  rock, 
very  loud,  when  five  men  were  arrested 
for  "lewd  behaviour." 

I  was  there  talking  to  the  man  who's 
organizing  a  big  gay  rodeo  for  Memor- 
ial Day  (May  24th)  weekend,  and  we 
certainly  didn't  notice  anything  going 
on.  It's  a  split-level,  gravel-and- 
concrete-and-cyclone-fence-minimalist 
patio,  and  a  dozen  or  so  semi-leather 
queens  and  neighbourhood  types  were 
standing  about  with  their  Budweisers. 
All  of  a  sudden  a  scuffle  behind  us  drew 
our  attention  to  three  or  four  stocky 
men  with  flashlights  and  badges  and 
considerable  purpose.  They  had  already 
picked  out  a  couple  groping  each  other, 
another  pissing  in  the  far  corner  (the  co- 
owner's  cactus  garden  is  on  the  other 
side  of  the  fence;  I  guess  he  leaves  a 
foot-wide  border  to  absorb  the  nitro- 
gen) and  two  other  unfortunates.  It  was 
quite  clear  that  they  had  only  these  men 
in  mind,  but  we  all  froze. 

A  uniformed  cop  came  out  (they'd 
stopped  the  music  and  turned  the  lights 
up)  and  made  us  put  our  bottles  down, 
and  one  of  the  plainclothes  men,  a 
young  Chinese  man,  said:  "Listen. 
These  guys  are  being  arrested  for  lewd 
behaviour.  We've  had  complaints.  This 
is  a  public  place.  Keep  your  dicks  in 
your  pants.  Anybody  can  walk  in  here. 
Do  this  in  your  own  homes.  Mayor 
Bradley  could  walk  in  here." 

If  someone  had  had  the  presence  of 
mind  to  say  "Mayor  Bradley?  In  the 
One  Way?  My  dear",  it  would  have 
lightened  the  mood  considerably.  As  it 
was,  everyone  shut  up  while  they 
trooped  out  their  handcuffed  victims. 

These  guys  will  probably  get  a  $50 
fine  or  a  dismissed  case.  Charges  against 
the  bar  were  never  leveled,  and  there 
hasn't  been  any  fuss  to  speak  of.  The 
complaint  might  have  come  from  a  dis- 
gruntled ex-cmployec.  There's  no 
chance  that  names  will  be  published;  it's 
just  another  misdemeanor  in  Murder 
City.  As  the  police  left,  they  yelled,  "if 
you  got  any  questions  call  Ramparts 


Vice,"  one  of  the  more  obstinately  anti- 
gay  divisions  of  a  police  department 
ordered  by  LA  City  Council  to  stop  har- 
rassing  gay  bars.  If  this  was  a  harbinger 
of  the  New  Conservatism,  it  wasn't  a 
very  effective  one. 

Of  course  we  were  surprised  by  the 
concerted  sweep  of  the  Toronto  tubs. 
We  thought  the  lesson  had  been  learned 
a  while  back  that  if  you  let  queers  get  all 
the  ghetto  sex  they  want,  they're  too 
distracted  to  get  political.  We  assume 
sophistication  in  our  enemies,  since  we 
have  to  be  so  sophisticated  in  our  deal- 
ings with  them.  But  all  the  tubs  in  one 
night!  Charging  poor  Robert  as  a 
found-in  when  he  was  only  there  giving 
VD  tests!  It  seems  so  absurd,  so  ill- 
thought-out. 

We  did  hear  the  rumour  that  the  raids 
were  merely  symptomatic  of  a  power- 
struggle  in  the  police  department,  with 
Chief  Ackroyd  letting  a  bunch  of  hot- 
heads have  their  way  in  order  to  be  able 
to  point  to  the  public  relations  disaster 
they  have  perpetrated.  But  is  sounds  too 
much  like  a  Star  reporter's  inability 
to  process  such  rampant  homophobia 
through  his  computer  terminal. 

One  thing  is  clear  —  if  Toronto  really 
had  the  "third  largest  gay  community  in 
North  America,"  this  could  never  have 
happened  in  quite  this  way.  Who  is 
responsible  for  this  factoid  anyway? 
Was  it  George  Hislop's  people,  convin- 
cing themselves  of  victory?  Was  it  Claire 
Hoy,  trying  to  strike  fear  in  the  hearts 
of  the  crazies?  Everyone  seems  to  be 
bandying  the  figure  about,  but  has 
anyone  stopped  to  count? 

New  York,  Los  Angeles,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Chicago,  Atlanta,  Houston, 
Seattle,  New  Orleans,  Denver.  San 


Diego  for  Chrissake.  San  Juan,  Miami, 
Philadelphia;  Boston  even.  The  Port  of 
Long  Beach  has  more  gay  businesses 
than  Toronto,  even  if  you  include  the 
CBC,  radio  and  television  separately. 

Obviously,  defining  "the  gay  com- 
munity" is  a  tricky  business  —  are  we 
talking  ten  percent  of  the  population, 
on  spec?  Visibility?  Clout?  The  mem- 
bership totals  of  gay  liberation  organi- 
zations? Los  Angeles,  unfocused  and 
decentralized  as  it  is,  provides  a  neat 
example  of  how  a  truly  "third-largest" 
gay  community  has  learned  to  protect 
itself.  Strongly  anti-gay  elements  in  an 
essentially  homophobic  police  force 
may  still  act  up  on  occasion,  but  their 
sights  are  lowered  —  they  know  they 
haven't  got  a  snowball's  chance  in  Palm 
Springs  of  closing  up  a  fraction  of  gay 
men's  recreational  sex  arenas. 

The  double  punch  of  Anita  Bryant 
and  the  Briggs  Initiative  got  things 
going.  Even  Reagan  came  out  against 
Briggs's  Proposition  6,  so  badly  (bald- 
ly?) was  it  phrased,  but  in  the  face  of 
clear  and  present  danger,  California  got 
very  organized.  Enormous  amounts  of 
money  were  raised,  thousands  of  new 
people  enlisted  in  activist  organizations. 
And  since  then,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  so  thoroughly  infiltrated  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party  that,  for  example,  almost 
the  entire  LA  City  Council  appears  at 
the  big  fundraising  dinners  that  groups 
like  the  Stonewall  Democratic  Club  and 
the  Municipal  Electors  Committee  of 
Los  Angeles  (MECLA)  throw  a  couple 
of  times  a  year.  Governor  Brown  and 
Chip  Carter  ("My  daddy  the  President 
knows  I'm  here")  both  turned  up  at  the 
last  one. 

The  two-party  system,  for  all  its 


fiaws,  seems  to  have  given  reformist  gay 
political  types  the  opportunity  to  effect 
real  change  (there  are  three  openly  gay 
judges  locally),  whereas  the  existence  of 
an  apparently  viable  socialist  alterna- 
tive in  Ontario  has  proved  to  be  so 
much  mashed  potatoes  when  the  crunch 
came.  At  least  there  has  been  this  "ram- 
page," this  wonderful  community  res- 
ponse (even  if  that  community  proves  to 
be  a  bit  smaller  than  we'd  hoped). 
Otherwise  one  would  really  despair. 

Of  course  California's  government 
has  had  its  own  non-discrimination 
hiring  clause  for  a  few  years  now  — 
someone  we  know  is  in  charge  of  edu- 
cating thousands  of  state  employees  in 
the  facts  of  gay  life,  so  they  can  handle 
complaints.  And  we  loved  the  specula- 
tion that  after  using  a  gay  caper  to  win  a 
majority,  the  Tories  in  Ontario  might 
include  sexual  orientation  in  the  Human 
Rights  Code  after  all,  in  a  kind  of  pay- 
off. But  the  laws  against  "lewd  con- 
duct" and  "gross  indecency"  will  re- 
main on  the  books,  and  the  story  is 
finally  one  of  culture  clash.  Things  that 
are  important  to  many  straight  folk 
often  have  no  meaning  to  the  actively 
gay.  As  one  wit  Sciid  after  the  raid  on 
the  One  Way,  "What  did  they  mean, 
'Do  this  in  your  own  homes'?  How  can 
you  grope  a  stranger  in  your  own 
home?" 

Life  goes  on.  A  week  of  heavy  rain 
has  turned  the  hills  to  green,  the  nights 
are  heavy  with  the  smell  of  jasmine,  it's 
never  smoggy  at  this  time  of  year  but 
the  sunsets  are  still  terrific.  I'm  falling 
in  love,  so  I'm  not  coming  home  yet. 
Peter  brought  me  a  "No  More  Shit" 
button,  I  wear  it  (almost)  everywhere. 

Love,  GordonD 
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